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Summary

Creator: Martin, George Whitney

Title: George W. Martin papers, 1872-1988
Size: 2.52 linear feet (6 boxes)

Source: Donated by George W. Martin in 2001.

Abstract: The George W. Martin papers contain research notes, correspondence, interview transcripts,
and other papers Martin accumulated during the production of his book The Damrosch Dynasty:
America's First Family of Music (Houghton, Mifflin, 1983).

Access: Collection is open to the public. Library policy on photography and photocopying will apply.
Advance notice may be required. Inquiries regarding audio material in the collection may be directed to
the Rodgers and Hammerstein Archives of Recorded Sound (rha@nypl.org). Audio materials will be
subject to preservation evaluation and migration prior to access.

Copyright information: For permission to publish, contact the Chief, Music Division, New York Public
Library for the Performing Arts.

Preferred citation: George W. Martin papers, JPB 13-11. Music Division, New York Public Library.

Processing note: Processing consisted of arranging and consolidating folders.

Related collections
Frank Damrosch papers, JPB 88-25. Music Division, New York Public Library for the Performing Arts.

Creator history

George W. Martin (1926 - ) is an author and researcher. Born in New York City, he graduated from
Harvard College and briefly practiced journalism before receiving a law degree. He practiced law for a
few years before turning to writing full-time. He has published books on opera, including three on
Giuseppe Verdi; biographies of C.C. Burlingham, Frances Perkins, and the Damrosch family; a history of
the Bar of the City of New York; and a collection of fables. He lives in Kennett Square, Pennsylvania.

Source: <http://www.georgewmartin.com/About.htm> Accessed May 3, 2013.
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Scope and content note

The George W. Martin papers contain research notes, correspondence, interview transcripts, and other
papers Martin accumulated during the production of his book The Damrosch Dynasty: America's First
Family of Music (Houghton, Mifflin, 1983). The book documents the contributions of the Damrosch and
Mannes families to the musical life of the United States.

Martin organized the papers himself and describes them in a 2001 letter to the Music Division, a copy of
which is in box 1, folder 1. His arrangement has not been altered, and is as follows:

File 1A holds letters from Leopold Damrosch to his wife Helene and his sister-in-law Marie von Heimburg
from the 1870s and 1880s. All are typescript transcriptions of the originals in German. Some have
English translations.

File 1B contains Martin's extensive notes on the Frank Damrosch papers held at the Music Division (JPB
88-25), and provide more description about the collection than the library's catalog record does.

The files in 1C, sub-categories 1-5, contain files of research on individual members of the Damrosch and
Mannes families, including Leopold, Frank, and Walter Damrosch, and Helene von Heimburg Damrosch.
They also include subject files on the Mannes College of Music and the process of color photography
pioneered by Leopold Damrosch Mannes.

The files in 1C, sub-category 6, hold Walter Damrosch correspondence, including letters from Andrew
Carnegie, Henry Flagler, Johannes Brahms, Claus von Biilow, and George Gershwin; and
correspondence between Leopold Damrosch Mannes and the composer Randall Thompson.

The files in 1D through 1F contain listings of references to members of the Damrosch family in the New
York Times, with notes on content, from 1871 to 1965.

The files in 1G and 1H contain indexes of and notes on Damrosch and Mannes collections at the Library
of Congress, Boston University, the Newark Public Library, the Museum of the City of New York, and the
Morgan Library.

File 2A-C contains chronologies and biographical notes on the lives of David Mannes, Leopold
Damrosch, and Leopold Damrosch Mannes. File 2D holds photographs and iconography used in the
book, and the files in 2E contain Martin's correspondence with persons other than Damrosch-Mannes
family members, as well as notes and interview transcripts.

Files in 3A hold papers regarding the book's editing and production, letters to Martin regarding the book,
and book reviews. File 3B documents the founding and opening of Carnegie Hall.

The collection included a cassette tape of a concert, held on May 5, 1981, which recreated the opening
of Carnegie Hall. This tape is held by the Rodgers and Hammerstein Archives of Recorded Sound.

Inquiries regarding audio material in the collection may be directed to the Rodgers and Hammerstein
Archives of Recorded Sound (rha@nypl.org). Audio materials will be subject to preservation evaluation
and migration prior to access.
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The papers retain the same arrangement described by the donor in a letter written to the Music Division
in 2001, at the time of the acquisition of the collection. See the scope and content note for details.
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