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B e s c r i p t i o n  
Abner Lord E l y  (1805-71) was born i n  South Salem, 

Wes tches te r  Co., N e w  York t o  ~ a r y  Lord (1764-1841) and 

John E ly  (1763-1827). a P r o t e s t a n t  clergyman. His g r e a t  

g r a n d f a t h e r ,  R icha rd  E l y  (1610-90)of Plymouth, England, 

e m i g r a t e d  t o  America i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  27th  cen tu ry .  

~ i t t l e  i s  known of  h i s  e a r l y  l i f e  e x c e p t i n g  t h a t  h e  must 

h a v e  been r a i s e d  i n  modest c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and according  t o  

t h e  p r e c e p t s  of C h r i s t i a n  p i e t y .  By 1833 E l y  had  become 

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  N e w  York C i t y  a s  a d r y  goods merchant a t  259 

P e a r l  S t r e e t  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  t h e  s i l k  t r a d e .  I n  1836 h e  

founded w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r  Horace t h e  f i r m  Abner L. ~ l y  & Co. 

i d e n  gane  ~ k i % , ~ $ w o  ye rs la ter ,  was d i s s o l v e d  p robab ly  as a r e s u t t  

o f  t h e  P a n i c  of  1837. Concomitant ly  w i t h  h i s  d r y  goods 

b u s i n e s s  Ely i n c r e a s i n g l y  engaged i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of s e r v i n g  

a s  a commission agen t  and a s  a manager of r e a l  es tate  in-  

v e s t m e n t s  i n  t h e  c i t y  f o r  numerous p r i v a t e  i n v e s t o r s  among 

whom John B. L e s i e u r  ( d i e d  1876) .  a weal thy  V i r g i n i a n  who 

l i v e d  f o r  most of  h i s  l i f e  i n  P a r i s ,  France. By 1854 t h e  

d r y  goods b u s i n e s s  had been d i s c o n t i n u e d  i n  f a v o r  of real 

estate management. I n  t h a t  y e a r  E l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  wi th  h i s  

nephew Horace S. Ely (1832-1904). t h e  son  of  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  
- 
S e t h  E l y ,  t h e  f i r m  of  Horace S. E ly  & Co. The f i r m  re- 

mained prominent  i n  r e a l  estate management i n  N e w  York 

for  over  one hundred y e a r e .  E ly  w a s  mar r i ed  i n  1829 t o  
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Rhoda Mead who d i ed  i n  1849. I n  1851 he married El ida  

Burns. By h i s  f i r s t  wi fe  he  had a son?%8r8ied young and 

t h r e e  daughters  ;Sophia, Ha r r i e t  and Emily. H e  had one 

daughte r ,  E l s i e  Pa t r i ck ,by  h i s  second wife. 

The bulk of t h e  papers  c o n s i s t  of E l y ' s  general  

correspondence (1832-71) Snd fami ly  correspondence (1838-50) 

both of which c o n s i s t  of l e t t e r s  received.  The general  

correspondence r e f l e c t s  E l y ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  d ry  goods mer- 

chant ,  commission agent ,  and r e a l  e s t a t e  agent i n  N e w  York 

C i ty .  There is some correspondence of a more general  

n a t u r e  r e l a t i v e  t o  p o l i t i c a l  and church a f f a i r s  in-  

c lud ing  letters from a s tudent  a t  pr inceton Theological  

seminary who s o l i c i t e d  a p o s i t i o n  as in te r im p a s t o r  

a t  E l y ' s  congregat ion,  t h e  Brick Presbyter ian church. 

E l y ' s  p r i n c i p a l  correspondent .is John B. Lesieur who 

wrote  approximately 125 let ters (1832-71) t o  Ely from 

P a r i s  which conta in  i n t e r e s t i n g  comments~ on : p o l i t i c a l  

e v e n t s  i n  France and i n  Europe, h i s  a t tendance a t  t h e  

French c o u r t ,  t h e  Revolution of 1848, t h e  Franc-Prussian 

War, American p o l i t i c s ,  s o c i a l  and family a f f a i r s ,  a s  w e l l  

as'gys ex t ens ive  r e a l  e s t a t e  investments i n  N e w  York which 
---- - included i s  a set (incomplete of typed t r a n s c r i p t  

were managed by Ely. The family  correspondence inc ludes  
cop ie s  of t h i s  correspondence. 
letters from ELy's nephews and cous ins ,  h i s  brothers-in-  law, 

Solomon, Richard and Thomas Mead. h i s  s i s t e r - i n  law, Laura 

Mead, and h i s  b ro ther  John. The correspondence from John 
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Ely /wRo1"w%%2 from Washington, D.C. and from Boston 

concerns  ca ses  involv ing  mercan t i l e  law being t r i e d  

( i n  p a r t )  be fo re  t h e  U.S. Supreme Court. The corres-  

pondence f r o m  h i s  cousin ,  Seth M. Ely who res ided  a t  

Rip ley ,  N e w  York concerns shipments of b u t t e r  and cheese 

f o r  t h e  N e w  York market. 

Included a l s o  is a mortgage, an indenture ,  and a  copy of 

an o b i t u a r y  of Ely: and a  f e w  hegal  and f i n a n c i a l  papers  

of o t h e r  m e m b e r s  of t h e  Ely family  including Horace S. 

Ely, h i s  nephew, and John Ely,  him brother .  There is 

a l s o  p re sen t  a  p r i n t e d  pamphlet e n t i t l e d  His tory of Horace 

S. Ely & Company of New York ( p r i v a t e l y  p r i n t e d ,  1955) by 

Richard Ely Nevius (1907 - ) ,  a l i n e a l  descendant of 

Abner ~ o r d  Ely, toge ther  with research  notes  which Nevius 

made f o r  h i s  h i s t o r y .  



Container N o .  
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ABNER LORD ELY 
PAPERS 

Container L i s t  

General Corresgondence 
Family Correspondence 

Mortgage, indenture and obituary of  Ely 
Papers of  other members of the  Ely E'amily 
Ilistory o f  Horace S.  ~ l y  & CO. by R.E.  Nevius 

and research no te s  f o r  the  h i s tory  
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Ti t le  Abner ~ o r d  Ely. Addit ional  papers. 

Approximate inclusive dates ' 1835-89 

h t e  of receipt ca.;rune 15,  1987 Received fmn s c o t t  Petersen 

Volume on arr ival  1 pkg. 

N m h r  of h e s  (after reboxing) 3 f o l d e r s  (3") 

Condition Good 

Restrictions N/ A 

Description 

These a d d i t i o n a l  papers  c o n s i s t  of b i l ls  and receipts, 

i n v o i c e s . < r e n t  records, and l e t t e r s  (4 items) of Abner L. 

Ely and of Abner L. Ely & Co. p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  management of 

r e a l  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  New York City.  some of t h e  papers  r e f l e c t  

Ely a s  agent f o r  Rutsen Suckley. ~ n c l u d e d  i s  a cash book 
(1830-34) of George suckley i n  account with t h e  Manhattan 

company. 
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