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Dement, I .S .  

BIOGRAPHY 

I s a a c  S t r a n g e  Dement (1855-1928), s t enographer ,  p u b l i s h e r  and t e a c h e r ;  

born  i n  Benton County, Missour i ,  J u l y  29, 1855 and l i v e d  most of h i s  l i f e  

i n  Chicago where he  d i e d .  

Dement was t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t e r  of t h e  Eighth J u d i c i a l  System of  Michigan. 

e d i t o r  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  Stenographer  ( p e r i o d i c a l ) ,  and founder of  Dement 

C o l l e g e  i n  Chicago (1897). 

Dement l e a r n e d  Benn Pitman s tenography,  and l a t e r  Andrew Jackson Grahams': 

s tenography.  Dement r e v i s e d  Grahams' Pitman, so ,  t h a t  he  could  w r i t e  s h o r t -  

hand at a f a s t e r  speed.  I n  a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  c la im,  Dement s t a t e d  t h a t  he  

cou ld  w r i t e  402 w.p.m. This  c l a i m  was chal lenged by t h e  New York Sun and ' 

Chicago Tr ibune.  The l a t t e r  promptly chal lenged Dement t o  a speed t e s t  which 

r e s u l t e d  w i t h  Dement timed a t  312 w.p.m. The l o s s  i n  speed w a s  a t t r i b u t e d  

t o  a  d e f e c t i v e  manifold copy from which Be l l e  Dement (Mrs. I s a a c  S. Dement) 

r e a d .  
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Dement, I.S. 

DESCRIPTION 

The Dement Papers, 1888-1917, contains letters, legal documents, shorthand 

notes, printed matter and, a scrapbook relating to Pitman shorthand. 

The letters, 1893, are letters of introduction for Dement. The documents 

are affidavits attesting to Dements' shorthand speed of 402 w.p.m.; Library 

of Congress copyrights for Dements' publications, 1888-1906 and, bills 

of sale, 1897. 

The shorthand notes are Dements' monographs Speedbook No. 2 and No. 3 and 

miscellaneous notes for court cases. The printed matter is assorted clip- 

pings from shorthand periodicals and also a pamphlet Message to Garcia by . . .  

Elbert Hubbard (1917). The scrapbook contains an assortment of newspaper 

clippings regarding Dements" career. 
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Box 1. Correspondence; Af f idav i t s  
Library o f  Congress: copyrights 1888-1906 
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