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Description DAVID CONNER was born i n  1792 and d i e d  i n  1856. He was t h e  son  
o f  an I r i s h  immigrant who s e t t l e d  i n  Pennsylvania  about  1750. A f t e r  
a  b r i e f  p e r i o d  working f o r  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  Conner became a  midshipman i n  
1809 and t h e r e a f t e r  s e r v e d  on v a r i o u s  s h i p s .  He was t aken  p r i s o n e r  
by t h e  B r i t i s h  i n  1812 and exchanged. I n  1815 h e  was made a  F i r s t  
L i e u t e n a n t ,  was wounded, and r e c e i v e d  two Congress iona l  medals.  In  
1817-1818 he was on board  t h e  USS O n t a r i o  which took  p o s s e s s i o n  of  
Oregon, and rounded Cape Horn on t h e  b r i g  Dolphin.  In  1834 he commanded 
t h e  USS Adams i n  t h e  Medi te r ranean  F l e e t ,  and was commissioned Capta in  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  He was appo in ted  i n  1841 t o  s e r v e  on a  board 
o f  Commissioners t o  t e s t  and e v a l u a t e  guns,  and a l s o  se rved  on t h e  
Board o f  Examiners.  I n  September of  1842 he was made c h i e f  of  t h e  
newly c r e a t e d  Bureau o f  C o n s t r u c t i o n ,  Equipment, and Repai r .  L a t e  
i n  1843 h e  was g i v e n  command of  t h e  Home Squadron i n  t h e  Gulf of Mexico. 
During t h e  war w i t h  Mexico he was p u b l i c l y  c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  no t  mounting 
a  c o o r d i n a t e d ,  c o n s i s t e n t ,  and a g g r e s s i v e  war i n  t h e  Gul f .  In  March 
o f  1847 t h e  s e r i o u s l y  ill Conner t u r n e d  o v e r  h i s  squadron t o  h i s  second 
i n  command, Matthew P e r r y .  A f t e r  r e c u p e r a t i o n  i n  F l o r i d a  he s e r v e d  
a s  Commandant of  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Navy Yard. In  1855 he was p l aced  
on t h e  Reserve  L i s t  and d i e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s .  

The p a p e r s  c o n s i s t  o f  cor respondence ,  c h i e f l y  incoming, from S e c r e t a r i e s  
o f  t h e  Navv. nava l  b u r e a u c r a t s .  s h i v s '  o f f i c e r s .  crew members. U.S. ( c o n t .  " .  A 
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Consu l s ,  f o r e i g n  d i p l o m a t s  and c a p t a i n s  of s h i p s  i n  Conner ' s  squadron,  
which r e f l e c t  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  a  s u b o r d i n a t e  o f f i c e r ,  Navy Commissioner, 
c h i e f  o f  t h e  Bureau of  C o n s t r u c t i o n ,  Equipment, and Repa i r ,  Commander 
o f  U.S. n a v a l  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  Gulf o f  Mexico du r ing  t h e  war wi th  Mexico, 
and a s  commandant o f  t h e  nava l  b a s e  a t  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  There a r e  a l s o  
o f f i c i a l  Navy Department i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  s a i l i n g  o r d e r s ,  d i p l o m a t i c  
p a p e r s ,  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  s e c r e t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s ,  r e c o r d s  of  cour t s -  
m a r t i a l ,  crew lists, and o t h e r  p a p e r s  d e a l i n g  wi th  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  
combat,  deployment o f  s h i p s ,  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and naval  r o u t i n e s .  
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BOX LISTING 

CORRESPONDENCE 

1816-1834 

1835-1843 

1844,  January  - J u l y  

1844, August - October  

1845,  January  - June  

1845,  J u l y  - August 

1845,  September - November 1 5  

1845, November 1 7  - 1846,  March 

1846, A p r i l  - May 3 1  

1846,  June - J u l y  20 

1846,  J u l y  21 - Spetember 1 3  

1846,  September 14  - October  31 

1846, November - December 

1847,  January  - 1856,  n.d.  

S a i l i n g  o r d e r ,  d i p l o m a t i c  p a p e r s ,  Navy Department 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  and communiques, s e c r e t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
r e p o r t s ,  supp ly  lists, crew lists, r e c o r d s  of  
c o u r t - m a r t i a l s ,  and o t h e r  p a p e r s  d e a l i n g  wi th  
n a v a l  r o u t i n e s .  



CONNER, DAVID 1792-1856. 

P a p e r s ,  1816-1856. 1 9  Boxes. 

American naval  o f f i c e r .  Correspondence, 1816-1856, 
c h i e f l y  incoming, from S e c r e t a r i e s  of  h t e  Navy, nava l  
b u r e a u c r a t s ,  s h i p s '  o f f i c e r s ,  crew members, U.S. Consuls ,  
f o r e i g n  d i p l o m a t s ,  and c a p t a i n s  of  s h i p s  i n  Conner ' s  f l e e t ,  
r e f l e c t i n g  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  a  s u b o r d i n a t e  o f f i c e r ,  s h i p ' s  
commander, Navy Commissioner, c h i e f  of  t h e  Bureau of  Con- 
s t r u c t i o n ,  Equipment, and R e p a i r ,  Commander of U.S. nava l  
f o r c e s  i n  t h e  Gulf of  Mexico d u r i n g  t h e  war wi th  Mexico, and 
as commandant of  t h e  Naval Base of  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  There a r e  
a l s o  some o f f i c i a l  Navy Department i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  s a i l i n g  
o r d e r s ,  d i p l o m a t i c  p a p e r s ,  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  s e c r e t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
r e p o r t s ,  r e c o r d s  of c o u r t - m a r t i a l s ,  crew l i s t s ,  and o t h e r  
p a p e r s  d e a l i n g  wi th  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  war, deployment of  s h i p s ,  
p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and n a v a l  r o u t i n e s .  

Cor re sponden t s  i n c l u d e  S e c r e t a r i e s  of  t h e  Navy George 
B a n c r o f t ,  John Branch, Mahlon Dickerson ,  David Henshaw, 
John Mason, James K .  Pau ld ing ,  Samuel Southard,  Smith Thompson, 
Abel P.  Upshaw, and L e v i  Woodbury; S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  James 
Buchanan; and Matthew C. P e r r y ,  who was Conner ' s  second i n  
command i n  t h e  Gulf of  Mexico and succeeded him a s  commander 
o f  nava l  f o r c e s  t h e r e .  

P u r c h a s e ,  1914. 
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