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Biographical / Historical note

Biographical note

William Bourke Cockran was born in Sligo, Ireland on February 28, 1854, the son of Martin and
Harriet (Knight) Cockran. He was educated in Ireland and in France. Although destined for the
priesthood, he decided in 1871, at age seventeen, to emigrate to the United States where he found
employment as a department store clerk, and later, as principal of a public school in Tuckahoe, New
York. During this time he spent his evenings studying law. Admitted to the New York bar in 1876 he
quickly became prominent in Democratic Party politics due in part to his extraordinary oratorical gifts
which brought him to the attention of the Democratic National Committee. For his espousal of the
Tammany cause he was rewarded with an appointment as counsel to the sheriff of New York County
whom he subsequently defended in several legal cases. He was elected several times to the House
of Representatives serving in various Congresses: the 50th (1887-1889), the 52nd and 53rd (1891-
1895), the 58th (1904-1905), and the 59th and 60th (1905-1909). In 1909, following a break with his
party, he declined to stand for reelection, and in 1912 he failed to recover his congressional seat as a
candidate of the Progressive Party. After a period of relative political inactivity he delivered the
speech nominating Governor Alfred E. Smith at the Democratic National Convention of 1920. Later in
that year he was reelected to Congress. He died suddenly on March 1st of 1923.

Although a Demaocrat by philosophy and conviction, he opposed his party on matters of principle,
supporting McKinley in the presidential election 1896, and Roosevelt in 1912. Throughout his career
he was a staunch supporter of organized labor, the immigrant, and the weak and defenseless at
home and abroad. A confirmed anti-imperialist, he opposed the policy of the British government in
South Africa and in Ireland, and lobbied against the American conquest of the Philippines. His public
speeches on current affairs brought him great notoriety. As an orator, he was considered by his
contemporaries to be without peer. Requests for copies of his speeches were often met with the
response that they were extemporaneous and unavailable, excepting for published accounts of them
in the press. In his most famous legal case he defended militant labor leader Tom Mooney against a
murder conviction by a California court winning for Mooney a presidential pardon.

Cockran was married three times. His last marriage was to the Anne Hyde, daughter of Henry C. Ide,
Governor General of the Philippines.
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Scope and content note

The papers consist of general correspondence received by Cockran including letters from Winston
Churchill, Moreton Frewen, Horace Plunkett, Goldwin Smith and other notable figures; his
correspondence as Member of Congress from New York; his correspondence relating to Ireland and
to the Tom Mooney Case; letter press copies of his outgoing correspondence; typescripts of his
addresses and speeches on public affairs; legal papers of his law firm Cockran & Clarke including
records of cases before the New York State Superior Court and other courts; personal papers
including memorabilia and newspaper clippings documenting his personal life and his professional
activities as lawyer, politician, orator, and member of Congress.

Arrangement note
The William Bourke Cockran Papers are organized in the following series:

Series |. Correspondence

Series Il. Addresses and Speeches

Series Ill. Legal Papers

Series IV. Personal and Miscellaneous Papers
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Series descriptions and container list

Series I. Correspondence
The correspondence is organized in three subseries: A. General Correspondence; B.
Subjects Correspondence; and C. Letterbooks

A. General Correspondence, 1881-1924; n.d.
The general correspondence consists of a chronological file (1881-1924) followed
by correspondence arranged by name of correspondent.

The chronological file consists mainly of letters received by Cockran (with a few
carbon copies of replies) from lawyers, politicians, friends, colleagues and others
relating to his New York City law practice, and to public affairs. Included are
letters relating to municipal politics, Tammany Hall and Democratic Party politics,
the mayoralty campaign of 1901, Cockran's election to Congress, the presidential
elections of 1896, 1912 and 1916, and various other matters including anti-
imperialism, immigration, the Irish Question, Boer War relief, the Negro Question
in the South, repeal of the 15th Amendment to the Constitution, the minimum
wage, the European War (World War 1), and Catholic Church affairs. There is also
correspondence relating to Cockran's speaking engagements, his exceptional
oratorical gifts, and his personal investments. Included in the later period is
correspondence between Cockran in Washington, D.C. and his secretary,
Margaret F. Kerr, in New York. In addition to the correspondence from prominent
persons (listed below) there is substantial correspondence from Elizabeth
Marbury (1903-1912), Irving Winslow (1899-1906) and from James C. Carter
(scattered throughout).

Prominent correspondents include:

Astor, John Jacob (2/3/98)

Belmont, August (3/16/98; 3/27/98; 8/14/99; 4/17/00; 4/20/00; 8/21/02; 10/16/02)
Bradford, Gamaliel (6/14/02)

Brisbane, Arthur (9/5/12; 9/14/12; 9/24/12; 10/24/16)

Bryan, William Jennings (11/10/00; 7/29/08)

Crowinshield, Frank (4/17/15; 4/27/15; 5/7/15; 5/29/15; 6/13/15; 2/11/15; 6/16/15; 6/28/15;
7/1/15; 8/12/15; 12/11/15)

Davis, Richard Harding (5/27/97)

Devoy, John (1/22/99; 9/9/03)

Fish, Stuyvesant (7/20/98; 12/8/13; 12/29/13; 1/8/14; 1/24/14; 2/7/14)

Gompers, Samuel (11/21/98)

Gould, Jay (3/29/88)

Hall, Bolton (9/19/99; 11/14/16)

Hearst, William Randolph (9/14/00)

Hill, David B. (5/4/87; 5/21/87; 8/2/00

Holt, Hamilton (1/24/99); 9/20/99; 5/28/01)

Johnson, Rossiter (5/5/99; 5/2/99; 7/15/99; 7/20/99; 9/26/99)

Lowell, Josephine Shaw (Anti-Imperialist League of New York) (2/12/98)

McKinley, William (3/9/97)

Nast, Conde (6/3/15)

Peabody, George Foster (11/19/01; 12/27/01; 5/6/09)

Quinn, John (12/17/01; 7/7/13; 7/15/13; 2/28/14; 4/17/14; 7/9/14)

Reid, Whitelaw (8/9/98)

Roosevelt, Theodore (6/25/10; 11/9/10; 10/31/12; 11/5/12; 11/20/12; 2/28/13 (Frank
Harper); 3/8/13; 3/25/13; 4/23/13 (Frank Harper); 6/12/13 (Frank Harper))

Smith, Alfred E. (12/11/20)

Stead, W. T. (12/22/00; 5/9/06)

Tumulty, Joseph P. (1/25/15; 2/1/15; 2/8/15; 2/25/15; 12/17/15; 4/9/17; 10/28/20; 11/1/20)
Washington, Booker T. (5/12/00; 5/17/00; 5/19/00; 1/14/01; 1/22/01; 1/31/01)

Wiley, Louis (4/18/17; 5/2/17)
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1881-1889
1890-1896
1897

1898 Jan-Jun
1898 Jul-Dec
1899 Jan-May
1899 Jun-Dec
1900 Jan-May
1900 Jun-Aug
1900 Sep-Dec
1901 Jan-Aug
1901 Sep-Dec

1902 Jan-Jun
1902 Jul-Dec
1903

1904 Jan-Apr
1904 May-Dec
1905

1906

1907

1908

1909

1910

1911 Jan-Mar
1911 Apr-Jun
1911 Jul-Sep
1911 Oct-Dec
1912 Jan-Mar
1912 Apr-Sep
1912 Oct-Dec
1913 Jan-Jun
1913 Jul-Dec

1914 Jan-Feb
1914 Mar-May
1914 Jun-Dec
1915 Jan-Feb
1915 Mar-Aug
1915 Sep-Dec
1916

1917 Jan-Jun
1917 Jul-Dec
1918-1919
1920

1921 Jan-Apr
1921 May
1921 Jun
1921 Jul

1921 Aug-Sep
1921 Oct
1921 Nov-Dec

1922 Jan-Apr
1922 May-Sep
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Series descriptions and box list

Folder
3 1922 Oct-Dec
4 1923-1924
Undated
A-C
D-K
L-W
Unidentified

Churchill, Winston, 1895-1906
The Winston Churchill file consists of fourteen handwritten letters (1895-1906) from
Churchill to Cockran relating to British and American politics and to their personal
relations. Included are two letters (1913) from Charles R. J. Spencer-Churchill, 9th
Duke of Marlborough; and three undated letters to Cockran from Jennie Jerome
Churchill

Churchill, Jennie Jerome, n.d.

1 Spencer-Churchill, Charles R. J., 9th Duke of Marlborough, 1913

Frewen, Moreton
The Moreton Frewen file consists of correspondence (1899-1915 & n.d.) from
Frewen to Cockran (with a few replies) relating to various matters including Anglo-
American relations, British parliamentary politics, Irish Home Rule, Winston
Churchill, John Redmond, the European War and personal and social matters.
Enclosed in Frewen's letter to Cockran of 10/9/15 are two typed copies of letters
from Henry James to Frewen dated 10/1/15 and 10/5/15 written on the death of
Wilfred Sheridan.
1899-1908
1910

1911-1912
1913-1915

Plunkett, Horace
The Horace Plunkett file consists of correspondence (1897-1917) from Plunkett to
Cockran (with a few replies) relating mainly to the improvement of economic and
social conditions in Ireland, industrial and railway development, Irish politics, and
the British government's policy towards Ireland. There are numerous letters relating
to the business affairs of the Sligo Saw Mill & Joinery Co., Ltd. in which Cockran
had invested.
1897-1901
1902

1903
1904-1917

Smith, Goldwin, 1897-1907
The Goldwin Smith file consists of correspondence (1897-1907 & n.d.) from Smith
to Cockran relating to public affairs including the Boer War, British politics,
expansionism, imperialism, the presidential elections of 1900 and 1904, Theodore
Roosevelt and reciprocity between U.S. and Canada.
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William Bourke Cockran Papers
Series descriptions and box list

B. Subjects
This series is arranged into three subseries: A. Congressional Correspondence;
B. Irish Correspondence; and C. Tom Mooney Case

1. Congressional Correspondence, 1897-1924

This subseries, which is arranged chronologically (1897-1909; 1921-1924),
consists of Cockran's correspondence with Democratic Party officials,
congressional colleagues, governmental officials and constituents, regarding
various matters including pending legislation, the Volstead Act, the tariff
guestion, bi-metalism, the presidential election of 1896, and the nomination of
Cockran as speaker of the House of Representatives. Included are letters
from William Jennings Bryan (12/8/04), Stuyvesant Fish (5/10/06; 5/16/06),
William McAdoo (6/25/06), Louis F. Post (5/18/88), Theodore Roosevelt
(6/6/07; 2/29/08), Elihu Root (3/19/08), Alfred E. Smith (1/23/23), W. T. Stead
(5/23/06); William Howard Taft (9/2/05), and John S. Williams (3/2/04;
12/17/04; 6/22/04).

1897-1905
1906 Jan-Apr
1906 May--Jun
1907
1908-1909
1921Jan-Mar
1921 Apr

1921 May
1921 Jun

1921 Jul
1921 Aug
1921 Sep-Oct
1921 Nov
1921 Dec
1922 Jan-Feb
1922 Mar-Apr
1922 May-Jul

1922 Aug-Sep
1922 Nov-Dec
1923 Jan

1923 Feb-1924

Record of Government Documents Sent, 1904-1909

2. Irish Correspondence

This subseries consists of Cockran's correspondence, arranged
alphabetically, with mainly Irish personalities relating mainly to Irish affairs.
Included is correspondence from Sir Roger Casement, John Clancy, Bishop of
Elphin, Thomas P. Gill, Lady Gregory, Shane Leslie, Elizabeth Boyle O'Reilly,
John E. Redmond, Charles Russell, Cecil A. Spring-Rice; and with the
American Commission on Irish Independence, the Douglas Hyde Reception
Committee (John Quinn), and the Sligo Sawmill Trust Fund.

Aberdeen, Countess of
American Commission on Irish Independence
Beresford, Charles
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Series descriptions and box list

Bodkin, Matthias

Boland, John P.

Broderick, Albinia

Brogan, Anthony J.

Casement, Sir Roger

Clancy, John, Bishop of Elphin
Clarke, Joseph I. C.

Coyne, Bernard

De Valera, Eamon

Dillon, Elizabeth, John and William
Donnelly, Maurice

Douglas Hyde Reception Committee (John Quinn)
Elms, Cecil F.

Gill, Thomas P.

Gregory, Lady

Guinness, B. S.

Irish Independence League
Leslie, Shane

Lyster, John

MacSwinney, Mary

O'Connor, Thomas P.

O'Reilly, Elizabeth Boyle
Redmond, John E.

Redmond, William

Reynolds, Letty

Russell, Charles

Russell, Cyril

Russell of Kilowen (Charles Russell, 1st Baron)
Scott, D'Arcy

Shaw, Henry

Sligo Sawmill Trust Fund
Spring-Rice, Cecil A.

United Irish League of America
Wall, J. M.

World Congress of the Irish Race
Wynne, Maud

3. Tom Mooney Case

This subseries consists of a chronological file of Cockran's correspondence
(1916-1922) as associate counsel for Thomas J. Mooney who was convicted
of murder and sentenced to death by a California court for a bombing incident
which took place during a patriotic parade in San Francisco in July of 1916.
Included is correspondence with Thomas J. Mooney, Maxwell McNutt, chief
counsel for Mooney, Warren Billings (who was also indicted in the incident and
who was sentenced to life imprisonment), Samuel Gompers, John G. Lawlor,
Frank L. Mulholland, E. D. Nolan, and with members of the International
Workers' Defense League including Alexander Berkman, Robert Minor and
Anna M. Sloan. Included are files of collateral and miscellaneous papers
including affidavits, typescripts of briefs and petitions, a statement of the
prosecution opposing Mooney's application for executive pardon, speeches by
Cockran relating to the case, press clippings, and a printed brief which
Cockran submitted to the commissioners appointed by the President to
investigate the circumstances of Mooney's conviction.
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William Bourke Cockran Papers
Series descriptions and box list

Correspondence, 1916-1922
Affidavits, 1916-1917
Briefs, court opinions, statements

Clippings

Jurors list in trial of Warren K. Billings

Miscellaneous papers

Petition to Government to Investigate a Nationwide Conspiracy
Speeches by Cockran

C. Letterbooks

The letterbooks consist of twenty-seven numbered volumes of letter press copies
of outgoing correspondence mainly by Cockran in the period September 28, 1892
- August 6, 1908. Included is correspondence of Cockran's law partner, John C.
Tomlinson, and correspondence of his secretary, Margaret F. Kerr. The
correspondence covers many of the same subject matters noted in the incoming
correspondence in Subseries A. above. Each letterbook is separately indexed by
name of correspondent. Volume #14 (May 27, 1907 - August 6, 1908) contains
legal correspondence of Francis X. Butler, an attorney, who became one of
Cockran's clients.

1892 Sep 28-1894 Jun 8
1895 May 11-1897 Jan 20
1897 Jan 21-Aug 3

1897 Aug 4-1898 Dec 8
1898 Dec 8-1899 Sep 12
1899 Sep 13-1900 Dec 12
1900 Dec 13-1902 Jan 31

1902 Jan 31-Dec 16

1902 Dec 16-1904 Feb 19
1904 Feb 20-Sep 19
1904 Sep 19-1905 Jul 5

1905 Jul 5-1906 Nov 24
1906 Nov 24-1907 Aug. 14
1907 May 27-1908 Aug 6
1907 Aug 16-1908 Jul 17

1908 Jul 17-1909 Jun 17
1909 Jun 18-1910 Apr 13
1910 Apr 13-1911 Feb 4

1911 Feb 4-Oct 18

1911 Oct 18-1912 Jun 5
1912 Jun 5-1913 Feb 20
1913 Feb 20-Nov 21

1913 Nov 21-1914 Jul 7

1914 Jul 7-1915 Mar 31
1915 Mar 31-1916 Jan 22
1916 Jan 22-Oct 31

1916 Oct 31-1917 Jun 29
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Series descriptions and box list

Series Il. Addresses and Speeches

The bulk of this series consists of typewritten drafts of addresses and speeches by
Cockran, many with emendations in his hand, arranged chronologically in the period
1886, 1889-1906, 1908-1923; followed by undated items arranged topically or by
title. The addresses and speeches document the full range of Cockran's public and
professional concerns including municipal politics, electoral campaigns, the Irish
Question, Irish patriots, immigration, foreign policy, imperialism, the Philippines, bi-
metalism, tariffs and socialism. Included are a few copies of published speeches in
pamphlet form, and photocopies of speeches published in the Congressional
Record. Included also is an incomplete holograph draft by Robert M. McElroy of his
work entitled Selected Addresses and Speeches of William Bourke Cockran.
McElroy had access to Cockran's papers while they were in the custody of the
Cockran Estate.

1886; 1889-1895
1896

1897-1898

1899

1900

1901
1902
1903
1904

1905
1906
1908

1909
1910-1911
1912
1913
1914

1914
1915
1916 Jan-Feb

1916 Mar-Apr
1916 May-Jun
1916 Aug; Nov
1916 Dec
1917

1918
1919
1920
1921
1922-1923

Undated
Abraham Lincoln
America in the Twentieth Century
Catholic Women
Catholicism and Democracy
Charity
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Series descriptions and box list

Folder
The Church and the Republic
Court House at Terre Haute
Dutch Enterprise
Electoral Reform
Garretson, Judge
Hecker, Isaac
Home Rule Situation
Immigration
The Invisible Empire and Its Meaning
Ireland
Irish Question
Leslie, Shane
New York City
Police Lieutenant's Dinner
Port Washington High School
Preparedness
The Press
Recall of Judges
St. Patrick
Taxation
True American Patriotism
True Principles of Municipal Government
Trusts

Notes for speeches

P NOOOOOUIUUUOITORRDRMBRERDRERWWWWWNDN

In the Name of Liberty...Selected Addresses by William Bourke Cockran, edited
by R. M. McElroy. Holograph ms. of list of contents, introduction, and
preface to each speech
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William Bourke Cockran Papers
Series descriptions and box list

Series lll. Legal Papers

The legal papers are arranged into three subseries: A. New York State Supreme
Court; B. Superior Court of the City of New York; and C. Miscellaneous Courts and
Papers. The bulk of the papers consist of miscellaneous cases arranged
chronologically (1883-1922) followed by case files arranged alphabetically. Included
is correspondence of Cockran and of Cockran & Clark and Cockran & Manton, with
clients, attorneys, opposing counsel, consultants, and others; and various legal
papers including motions, depositions, pleadings, notices, summons, stipulations,
and other papers. Several cases involve Cockran & Clark as defense counsel for
Hugh J. Grant, Sheriff of the City of New York. The case of Marbury vs. Equitable
Life Insurance Society contains correspondence between Cockran and Elizabeth
Marbury, a literary agent, copies of correspondence between Marbury and the
president of the Society, and correspondence between Cockran and his nephew,
Cecil F. ElImes, who served as consultant in the case. The case of People vs.
Becker, which attracted wide publicity, contains correspondence with attorneys and
others regarding Cockran's attempt to obtain a commutation of the death sentence
imposed on Charles Becker, a police lieutenant, who was convicted of murder.
Included are letters from Charles Becker, and a letter from Becker's widow, Helen
Becker, expressing appreciation for Cockran's efforts in the case.

A. New York State Supreme Court

1883-1886
1886

1886-1887
1887-1888
1888-1889
1888-1891

1902-1913
1914-1922
Babcock vs. Stimmel, 1878-1891
Babcock vs. Stimmel, 1891-1892

Drew vs. Woodwin (International Steam Pump Co.)
Marbury (Elizabeth) vs. The Equitable Life Insurance Society

Marbury (Elizabeth) vs. The Equitable Life Insurance Society)
People vs. Charles Becker
Schiff (Otto) et al vs. Hamilton Fish Kean et al

Schiff (Otto) et al vs. Hamilton Fish Kean et al
Sterns Paper Co. vs. Grant (Hugh J.)

B. Superior Court of the City of New York
1883-1886
Culmbacher (Adolph) vs. Newman (Louis E.)
Grant (Hugh J.) vs. The New York, New Haven and Hartford R.R. Co.
Mack (Jacob W.) vs. Davidson (Alexander V.)
Seligman (David) and Isaac Hahn vs. The Lake Shore & Michigan Southern
Railway Co.
Vail (Moses M.) vs. New York Life Insurance Co.
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William Bourke Cockran Papers
Series descriptions and box list

C. Miscellaneous Courts and Papers

The bulk of this subseries consists of alphabetical files of cases (1884-1892) of
the law firm of Cockran & Clark before the City Court of New York and the Court
of Common Pleas. Included also is a register (1880-1894) of court cases of
Cockran & Clark indexed alphabetically by case title.

City Court of New York City

Court of Common Pleas of New York City
District Court New York City

Marine Court

Maryland Brewing Company of Baltimore
Miscellaneous

Court Register of Cases, 1880-1894

10
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William Bourke Cockran Papers
Series descriptions and box list

Series IV. Personal and Miscellaneous Papers

A. Personal Papers

The personal papers consist of a file of papers arranged topically relating to
Cockran's personal affairs; and newspaper clippings (1885-1923) documenting
Cockran's personal life and his professional activities as lawyer, politician,
member of Congress, and orator. Included is a file of photocopies of loose
clippings arranged chronologically; a file of obituaries; a scrapbook of original
mounted clippings (1884-1886) of legal and political publicity; and a scrapbook
(unbound) of original mounted clippings (1887-1922) containing legal, political
and personal publicity. Included also is a file of oversized memorabilia including
certificates of citizenship, a passport, and a certificate (1899) signed by Theodore
Roosevelt naming Cockran an official delegate to the Conference on Trusts
organized by the Chicago Civic Federation.

Accounts, 1891-1923

Bills introduced in Congress

Biographical papers

Bond in favor of John W. A. Griswold, 1899 Oct
Cedars, The. Description and map of Cockran's Long Island estate
Certificates of election to Congress

Cockran, Rhoda E., Estate of

Interview on Ireland

Invitations

Miscellany

Sermon at Requiem Mass for Cockran
Testimonials

Voting record in Congress, 1921-1922

Newspaper Clippings
1892-1909
1910-1920
1921-1923
Obituaries

Scrapbook of mounted clippings. Legal and political publicity, 1884-1886

Scrapbook (unbound) of mounted clippings. Legal, political and personal
publicity, 1887-1922

Oversized material
Certificates, prospectus for stock in Kilkenny Woolen Mills, Tammany Hall
statement of principles

B. Topical file

The topical files relating mainly to Democratic Party politics and miscellaneous
matters. Included are a few miscellaneous notes kept by Cockran and a
typescript of an article by him entitled “The Norman.”

Barnham Beach, History of, by Julia Young

Carter, James C. Address to the People of the United States by the National
Democratic Committee. Undated holograph draft in Carter's hand

Charity Societies. Article on the Charities Societies Investigation, 1916 Apr

Cochems, Henry F. Statement on the platform of the Progressive Party, 1912

11
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Series descriptions and box list

Oct

2 Democratic Party. Resolutions and platforms of the Democratic Party of the
City, County and State of New York, 1887-1907

Folder

2 Hearst, William Randolph. Affidavit of Charles F. Murphy re nomination of
Hearst as candidate of the Independence League and the Democratic
Party for Governor of New York. Typewritten with emendation in
Cockran's hand, 1906 Oct

2 Hylan, John F. Speech by Mayor Hylan at Wadleigh High School, 1921 Oct
22

2 Ide, Henry Clay. Biographical sketch and address by Ide as Governor General
of the Philippine Islands

2 Irish Parliamentary Fund. Statement of accounts received by Martin J. Keogh

2 Journal, Oct. 6-7 (n.y.) kept by an officer of the Allied Armies during the World
War. Typed transcript, 4 p.

2 Kelly, John B. The Catholic Big Brothers' League and the Conservation of
Young America. Typescript, 4 p.

3 Maura, A. Opinion on the Question Has the Spanish Philippine Bank, As a
Mercantile Entity, Nationality? Typescript, 9 p.

3 Memorandum re Proposed Combination of Railways and Other Interests in
Central America. Typescript, 5 p.

3 Minutes of meeting of the New York State Delegation, Democratic National
Convention, Bellevue Hotel, San Francisco, 1920 Jun 28

3 The Norman. Typescript of an article by Cockran 18 p.

3 Notes kept by Cockran

4 Printed Matter

4 Rights of Man. Excerpts from the writings of Thomas Jefferson and other

authors
Rochambeau Dinner. Proceedings, 1902 May 29
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