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Maria Silliman Church (1810-1880) was the daughter of Professor 
Benjamin Silliman Sr., widely known physicist who founded "The American 
Journal of Sciences and Arts." Miss Silliman married a large landowner 
in Conn., Mr. John Barker Church, in the year 1830. She spent her time 
rearing and educating her seven children. 

The collection consists mainly of correspondence written during 
the years 1829-1858. Approximately half the letters are to and from her 
parents, Harriet and Benjamin Silliman Sr. of New Haven. Another quarter 
is correspondence with her husband and the rest are to and from a wide range 
of other family members. Maria maintained a close relation- 
ship with family and friends even though there was always distance between 
them and personal problems were not always easy to phrase on paper. In 
spite of this the letters offer a detailed portrayal of how difficult day- 
to-day life could be. We learn of the many moments of happiness, the 
bit-ths, illnesses and deaths this family endured during these years. 
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