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Description The founder of  the Chiswick Press ,  Charles Whittingham, was born i n  1767 i n  
Calledon, England. and died i n  Chiswick, England. i n  1840. Upon completion of  h i s  pr in t ing  
apprent iceship  i n  Coventry he s e t u p  h i s  own p ress  i n  London where he engaged i n  the bread- 
winning jobs f a m i l i a r  t o  a l l  p r i n t e r s  of the  time. I n  1795 he published a short- l ived Tory 
journal ,  The Tomahawk. After severa l  moves i n  the c i t y  he l e f t  a par tner  i n  charge of the 
business there  and s e t t l e d  i n  the  Thameside suburb of Chiswick, giving the  name of the town 
t o  the  book publishing d iv i s ion  of  Charles Whittingham and Co.. I n  1735 h i s  nephew and 
successor ,  Charles Whittingham,the younger, was born i n  nearby Surrey. After serving h i s  
apprent iceship  with h i s  uncle he joined the firm a s  a partner ,  by which time the firm had 
begun publ ish ingboks ,  among them a s e r i e s  ca l l ed  Whittingham's Cabinet Library. After four 
years  the younger Whittingham l e f t  t o  s e t  up shop indepenbently i n  London. From 1828 u n t i l  
1840 the work of the  two presses  was d i s t i n c t .  Wheg the  e l d e r  Whittingham died i n  1840 the 
younger Whittingham i n h e r i t e d  the  Chiswick Press. I n  1829 the  younger Whittingham had met the 
publisher ,  book d e a l e r ,  and typophile, William Pickering. The f r indship  l e d  t o  an a r t i s t i c  
par tnership  which f lour ished over three decades and was productive of some of  the f i n e s t  
examples of 19 th  century E n ~ l i s h  print ing.  The younger Whittingham died i n  1876. Soon:after- 
wards the press  was acquired by George Ball who re ta ined  the name "Charles Whittingham and 
Co.". Charles Thomas Jacobi ,  who was bora i n  London i n  1853, was a managing par tner  of the  
Chiswick Press and a w r i t e r  and l e c t u r e r  on pr in t ing .  

The records c o n s i s t  of 1 e t t e r ) t o  the Whittinghams and the  firm, 1831-1918, l e t t e r s  t b  the 
t r u s t e e s  of the  e s t a t e s  of William Whittingham, Benjam F. S+evens,and Charlot te  Stevens. l e t t e r s  
t o  Charles Jacobi,  1872-1933, including from such notables a s  the English poet and c r i t i c ,  
Edmund Gosse, and the c e l t o l o g i s t  Robin Flower, and d r a f t s  of l e t t e r s  by Jacobi,  1917-1929. 
There a r e  a l s o  some f i n a n c i a l  pa lxrs  of Charles Whittinghamand Co.. 18 5 1924, a few indentures, L- Special ~onnats  a ~hotographs O MaPs OAudio T a p s  UFllms O h p  C' personal accounts 

a Artifacts Q Machine-readable ~ c w d s  of Charles Jacobi , manuscripts on 
 other (list)  pr in t ing '  h is tory ,  photographs and 

memorabilia, -clippings, 1805-1933 
and p r in ted  material  r e l a t i n g  t o  p r in t ing  and the Chiswick Press. 
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L e t t e r s  t o  the Whittinghams and the firm, 1831-1918; 
l e t t e r s  t o  the t r u s t e e s  of the  e s t a t e s  of Yilliam Whittingham, 
Benjamin Franklin Stevens, and Charlotte Stevens with enclosed 
c a p i t a l  accounts and balance repor ts  and o ther  documents r e l a t i n g  
t o  the, Whittingham and S evens famil ies;  Le t t e r s  t o  Charles Jacobi,  
1872-1933; and d r a f t s  of f e t t e r s  sen t  by, him, 1917-1929 

Financia l  papers of Charles Whittingham and Co., 1835-1924; 
indentures,  1877-1920; f inanc ia l  papees of Charles Jacobi,  1893-1931 

Ar t i c l e s  om >r in t ing  and the Chiswick Press; clippings. 1805-1933; 
photographs, memorabilia, and printed material  on p r in t ing  and the 
Chiswick Press 
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