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Cathcart Family Papers 

Biographical Sketch 

James Leander Cathcart (1767-1843) was a seaman, American counsul to the Barbary States, 

and a civil servant. Cathcart's career began at an early age, as the youngest mid- 

shipnan to serve in the American Revolution at'age 12: Captured by the British, after 

his escape Cathcart~served Xn the American Merchant Marine until captured by Algerian 

pirates in 1785, and was sold into slavery in Algeria. During his 11 years of captiv- 

ity he served in a variety of positions, finally reaching the rank of Christian clerk 

to the Dey of Algiers, the highest position attainable by a slave. As Clerk, he 

helped conduct the negotiations for his own release, and eventual peace with the Barbary 

States.in 1796. Following his release and return to the United States (at which time 

he married) James Leander Cathcatt was appointed counsd to Tunis, and served in the 

Barbary States until 1806. He continued in the diplomatic service in Madeira and Cadiz 

until 1817, and returned to the United States. After a term as a naval agent in Flor- 

ida, 1818-1820, he worked as a clerk at the United states Treasury until his death. 

Charles Cathcart (1800-1888) was the eldest son of James Leander Cathcart, and the 

recipient of the bulk of the letters in the family correspondence in the Cathcart Family 

Papers. He moved west to the Michigan and Indiana territories in 1830and after ser- 

ving in the Black Hawk Indian War, invested successfully in property in Indiana. As 

he prospered financially, Charles Cathcart became a politically active Democrat. He 

sat'two terms in the House of Representatives, and was appointed to the U.S, Senate. 

During the Civil War he aligned himself with the Republicans, but remained an active 

and influential Democrat until his death. 



Cathcart Family Papers 

Content Note 

The Cathcart Family Papers consist of two main series: James Leander Cathcart's let- 

ters and papers while a prisoner of and later emissary to the Barbary States, 1785- 

1806, and letters to his sons, particularly after their moves to the Michigan and 

Indiana Territories, 1827-1844. Cathcart's correspondence while in Algiers, Tripoli 

and Tunis include letters to and from American govenmnent officials describing con- 

ditions in the Barbary States, and the progress of negotiations - both for the redemption 
of captives, and eventual peace treaties, as well as American relations with the other 

nations represented in Barbary, including France and Great Britain. Also included 

are lists of captives and mortality statistics, accounts of Cathcart's expenses as a 

United States government representative, and iists of military casualties during the 

subsequent military operations that took place after negotiations failed there. 
~ o i - r ~ ~ ~ ~ 5  i.a&te W;\\;krn EL&, k c k L r d  0' FirTed, a d  f Lo-5. P;&w;.u J .  

R The remainder of the Cathcart Family Papers are comprised of letters from James Leander 
Cathcart to three of his sons, Charles, Henry and James, though the letters are 

largely addressed to Charles, the eldest of his chil&en. The letters refer to travel 

arrangements for their western migration, and the ongoing financial problems of the 

family that prompted the seeking further opportunities in the American west. Cathcart 

expresses his concerns over the physical, political and economic insecurity of life 

of life on the frontier in Michigan and Indiana, especially concerning the Indian wars, 

and land purchases. Also included in the papers are a few letters from other family 

members to Charles Cathcart, and a small amount of printed mtter concerning the 

Cathcart Family. (An itan level inventory of the family portion of the correspondence 

is available. ) 
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James Leander Cathcart Correswndence 
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Cathcart Family Pauers - Box 3 

( Chiefly Letters b y h e s  L. Cathcart t o  Chas. w. Cathaart ) 
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Cathcart Family Papers - Box 3 - 
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I n  Caae a (Oversize Box) 



James L. Cathcart b- 3 -- 
Addendum 

(80 H 17) 

F65. Cathcart Family Lettere 

A.L.S., 1828(7) Doc. 31, Jane B. Cathcart t o  her son Charles, 1 p, 
A.L.S., 1834, sept  15. II 11 t o  her sona, 4 p. 
A.L.S., 1834 Oct. 30 ,, I II " t o  James L. Cathcart, Jr., 4 pa 
A.L.S., 1836, John D. Barnlay, to  Charles W. Cathcart, 2 p. 
A.L.S., 1836, MsJ 2l, ' Jane B. aathcart, to Charlee W. athcart, 2 p. 
A.L.S., 1836 Nor. 18, C 'I " " ] t o  I* 11 " , 4 p .  
A.L.S., 1837 Jan. 23, 11 II 11 to  19 11 'I , 3 p. 
A.L.S., 1839 Jan. 16, James L. Cathcart, Jr., I* (9 " 0 P .  
A.L.S., 1839 oct. 3, Jane B. Cathcart, t o  Charles w. Cathcart, 4 p. 
A.L.S., 1839 Dw. 13, James L. Cathcart, Jr., t o  Chas. W. Cathcart, 3 p. 
A.L.S., 1841 Har. 25, Jane B. Cathcart, t o  Charl&m W. Cathcart, 3 p. 
A.L.S., 1860 Oat. 8, James 8. Peabody, t o  [James?] L. Cathoart, 3 p. 
L.S., 1863 Mar. 15, S.6. Haeelton, to Chas. Cathcart, 2 p. 
A.L.S., 1863 Apr. 24, James (I. Cathcart, t o  "Dear Father1*, 4 p. 
A.L.S., 1863 Nor 23, James I. Cathcart, t o  Josephine Cathoar$, 4 p. 
A.L.S., 1868 July 17, James L. Catheart, to  "Dear John", Z p. 
A.L.S., n.y. Whristmas Night", Chas. u. Cathcart, to "My dear Josephinew, 3 p. 
A.L.S., n.d. Waturday noont1, Jana ~ [ a t h c a r t ]  , t o  "HJ dear Brutherw, 1 p. 
A S .  b e a r  i l legible]  Nor. 2, Chae. W. Cathcart, t o  "Josephine & Janie", 2 P 

F.66. Genealogical Notes 

F. 67. Printed Hatter 
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