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NB'I YORK CUSTOM HOUSE

The New York Custom House was established in 1799 by the United States

government to regulate New York port and harbor activities. Custom houses

raised revenues and controlled shipping, placed duties on imports, prevented

smuggling and enforced the laws regulating exports and imports. Fifteen years

later, the New York Custan House was destroyed by fire, so the Custom House

moved to Federal Hall. During the years 1832-1842, a new custom house was

built at the cost of $985,000 dollars on Walt William and Pine Street. In 1862,

the New York Custom House moved to another location and the building in which

it had previously resided became the Sub-Treasury. However, in 1907 the

New York Custom House moved to its new quarters on Bowling Green which were

designed by Cass Gilbert (1859-1934). This building is registered as a

New York landmark. Presently, this building stands vacant.

Organization: The records of the New York Custan House (1792-1854) are

arranged in two series: 1) Letters and Documents 2) Vouchers and Receipts.

Description: The first series, 1792-1894, represents the bulk of the papers
I

and consist of letters, certificates of registration for crews and vessels,

returr~ of manmfests, documents regarding imports and exports, and petitions

for various positions and contracts. 'The second series, 1833-1840, consist

of vouchers and receipts that were generated from the construction of a Custan

House under comnissioners Samuel Swartwout, Walter Bourne and Elisha Tibbits.
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Box 1.

NEW YORK CUSTOM HOUSE pAPERS

Letters & Vocuments

f .1. 1792-98

2. 1800-09
3. 1811-30
4. 1831-34
5. 1835-40
6. lH42- lf9
7. 1853
8. 1854-
9. Vouchers & receipts re: construction of Custom House 1833-34 Jan.-June
10. 1834 July - 1840


