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Description Isaac  Newton Phelps Stokes (1867-1944), a r c h i t e c t  and housing reformer, was a  
member of one of New York Ci ty ' s  most prominent f ami l i e s ,  known f o r  genera t ions  f o r  its 
wealth,  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h ,  and nhi lanthropic  ventures. After graduating from Harvard College 
he worked b r i e f l y  i n  banking before deciding on a  ca ree r  a s  an  a r c h i t e c t .  Stokes s tudied  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  a t  Columbia Univer5ity and the Ecole des Beaux Arts before opening a  firm i n  
pa r tne r sh ip  with John Mead Howells. While the  firm of Howells was r e s ~ o n s i b l e  f o r  such 
bu i ld ings  a s  S t .  Pau l ' s  Chapel a t  Columbia Universi ty and the  Bonwit T e l l e r  denartment s t o r e ,  
Stokes had s tudied  a r c h i t e c t u r e  f o r  the  purvose of improving housing f o r  the  working c l a s s .  
He h a l r s d  organize the  Tenement House Committee of the  Chari ty Organization Socie ty  i n  1898, 
served on the  New York S t a t e  Tenement House Commission, helped w r i t e  h e  New York Tenement 
House law of 1901, and designed s e v e r a l  model tenements. By avocat ion Stokes was a  m i n t  
c o l l e c t o r ,  He bevan t o  purchase p r i n t s  i n  1899, but i t  was not u n t i l  the  Hudson-Fulton 
c e l e b r a t i o n  of 1909 sparked h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  New York h i s t o r y  t h a t  he began c o l l e c t i n g  i n  
earnes t .  This newly ign i t ed  passion eventual ly  r e s u l t e d  i n  h i s  monumental work,,The Icon- 
ography of Manhattan I s l and ,  1498-1909, e six volume p i c t o r i a l  h i s t o r y  published between 
1915 and 1928, and a  renowned c o l l e c t i o n  of p r i n t s  of o ld  New York. I n  1922 Stokes expanded 
h i s  c o l l e c t i m  i n t e r e s t  t o  inc lude  views of o the r  major American c i t i e s .  H i s  c o l l e c t i o n  
was exhib i ted  a t  the  New York Public  Library i n  1927 and donated t o  the  Library i n  1930 a s  
t h e  Phelps-Stokes Col lec t ion  of American H i s t o r i c a l  P r i n t s ,  Early Views of American C i t i e s ,  
Etc. Stokes served on t h e  Library 's  Board of Trus tees  from 1916 u n t i l  1938. 
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The I.N. Phelps Stokes Papers consist prhrily of correspondence regarding 
his print collection and the research for and pblication of The Iconography of 
Manhattan Island, 1498-1909 as well as materials used in the preparation of the 
book. The correspondence, 1909-1928, contains Stokes' letters to and frm 
booksellers, print dealers, librarians, fellow collectors, and scholars regarding 
the prchase, exchange, and copying of prints and maps of New York, research 
in New York history, and the preparation of the Iconography. There are a con- 
siderable n h r  of letters of Walter Gilliss, whose Gilliss Press printed the 
work, and of Stokes' research assistants, Victor Hugo Paltsits and Thanas W. 
Hotchkiss, as well as a lesser n m h r  frm his assistants Helen L. Young and 
Zula Ziebach. Other mjor correspondents include Henry N. Stevens, Dr. F.C. 
Wider, and Clinton H. Macarthy. The letters are arranged alphabetically by 
year or years. 

The correspondence for 1925-1929 concerns Stokes' attempt to sell his 
print collection, while that of the 1930-1933 period documents the further 
developnent of the collection, its donation to The New York Public Library, 
and the creation and sale of the catalogue of the collection. The reminder 
of the correspondence consists of a few letters to his assistant Ellen C. Ahern 
in 1944. 

Materials used in the preparation of the Iconography include research notes, 
transcriptions and photostats of source materials, photographs of illustrations, 
drafts, and page proofs. Notes and drafts were prepared by Paltsits, Hotchkiss, 
and others as well as by Stokes. Finally, the collection contains an unsigned 
typescript of an article about New York's City Hall. 
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