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Outdoor Cleanliness Association of the City of New York

Institutional History

The Outdoor Cleanliness Association of the City of New York (QCA) was
founded in 1930 by a group of wealthy Upper East Side residents as a

"civic and voluntary association whose purpose was to promote a consciousness
of the advantages resulting from a clean, well lighted, beautiful city ."”
Primarily a gadfly organization, the OCA helped citizens to identify and
locate the proper city authorities to correct specific local health and
sanitatiinviolations, as well as attemptin;zincrease awareness both in
o clitizens o ) . '
individual p and govepment offices of the benefits of urban cleanliness
through poster campaigns, school programs and fund raising events, such

as their annual flower hart on the steps of Saint Patrick's Cathedral. While
the OCA did focus on such issues as dog waste and messy sidewalks, it was
one of the first civic organizations to call attention to the growing prob-
lem of urban air pellution, and participated in lobbying for the Sharky

Act of New York,which for the first time made air pollution a civil offense.
The organization continueqﬁts activities through 1971. Presidents of the

OCA included Mrs. A.A. Claflin, Mrs. M.A. Alexander, Mrs. F. Wagstaff,

Mrs. C. Reavis, Mrs. K. Morrow and Mrs, C.A. Gristede.



Outdoor Cleanliness Association

Contents

The records of the Outdoor Cleanliness Association (QCA) consists of

8 series; the first of these, Correspondence, comprises the bulk of

the collection, and is comprised of a number of correspondence files
containing letters, memoranda, and printed matter. Included are:

general correspondence; and correspondence concerning: air pollution;
with city agencies (including the departments of Building and Housing,

Air Pollution Control, Health, Parks, Sanitation, Traffic, Transportation,
and the Board of Education); special interest groups and other commumity
organizations; education and public awareness projects and fund-raising
events; the OCA ammual 'Flower Mart'';social events, such as balls and
dances; membership; and board meetings.The other series are the Minutes
and Reports of the Board of Directors; Financial Records, comprised

for the most part of check and account books; the correspondence files

of the OCA Junior Committee; Graphic Works -publicity posters of OCA
events, as well as a few paintings; Photographs of OCA members and events;
and finally Clipping Books containing newspaper clippings (largely from

society pages) concerning OCA activities and members



Outdoor Cleanliness Association

Series Listing

Correspondence Files 1934-1969
Lretd s D el
Minutes and Reports’of Annual Meetings  1931-1968
Financial Records 1940-1969
Junior Committee Records 1963-1969
Directories/Memo Books 1947-1966
Photographs
Graphic Works

Clipping Books



Outdoor Cleanliness Association Records

Container lListing

Box Contents
Correspondence
1 General correspondence 1940-1969
Correspondence- Air Pollution 1939-1967
2 Correspondence~ City Agencies 1939-1968
" - Special Interest Groups 1945-1968

3 Correspondence- Special Interest Groups (cont.)
‘ " - Projects and Benefit Functions 1936-1969
4-=5 Correspondence- Annual Flower Mart 1934-1969

& Correspondence- Social Events 1947-1967

7-8 Correspondence- Membership 1943-1968

- Board Meetings, Officers, Elections
1944, 1956-1968

Minutes, Reports, Records- Board of Directors 1931-1960

8
Financial Records 1940-1969
9-11
Qutdoor Cleanliness Association - Jr. Committee Records
1963-1069
12-14
Directories/Memo Books 1947-1966
15

Photographs
16 (and mapcase - drawer 2) — weT Fourn G(aJIqo wﬁfi

Graphic Works

Mapcase - drawer 2
Clipping Books 1930-1958

17-18
(oversize- mapcase drawer 3)

Box 19 Paintings, plaque
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