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545 1616 The National Self Government Comnittee, Inc. (N.S.G.C. ), is 

an organization composed of educators and others,interestGd in 

education for effective leadership. #bThe N. S.C.C. was founded i 

in 1904, under the name 'self Government ~armittee"b~ Richard 

Welling(1858-1946). The name was eventually changed to The 

National Self Government, Inc., to reflect to the public, that, - 
the Comnittee was national not local. Individuals who help or- 

ganize the Comnittee were Charles S. Fairchild,Samuel McCune 

Lindsay, George Haven Putnam and John G. Agar. Other major con- 

tributors were Lyman Beecher Stowe and Sophia Pollack. Ms. Pollack 

joined the Cornnittee c.1929, as Secretary and today, continues to 

serve in that capacity. 

#bThe N.S.G.C. is organized through a Board of Directors, Junior 

Directors and the Associate Council. Through this structure, the 

N.S.G.C. goal is to develop the alert citizen needed in a democracy 

by practice in schools, colleges and other youth groups. This was 

accomplished by having the N.S.G.C. speakers attend National Educ- 

cation annual mektings; promoting the idea of self government in 

elementary and secondary schools; encouraging the teaching of 

civics in schools and colleges; and publisEiag materials relevant 

to civics and self government. 

fbCurrently, thep$,~.G.O-:. appropriates funds for the Support 

of student projects in the New York City schools. The emphases 

is for the school/comrmnity service programs that actively include 

a large number of students in the self government process. 



520 W Tne records of the National Self Government Comnittee, Inca/ 

contains correspondence, minutes, reports, replies to question- 

naires, writings, financial documents, printed material, scrap- 

books and photographs. Presently, the records have a basic arr- 

angement which will be further enhanced with more details after 

the processing stage. 

ZbSeries one: General Correspondence, 1901-1948, basically 

contains incoming correspondence to wellingQ from educators, 

schools concerned with citzenship, students, universities and 

colleges and educational associations. Subjects covered are 

responsesto literature published by the N.S.G.C.; on going 

civic activities; progress on self government for young adu1ts;and 

samples of constitutions of self government in schools. Outgoing 

correspondence is mainly from Richard Welling, the founder. 

#bSeries two: Administrative, 1920-1931 (partial), contains 

Richard Welling correspondence with the Directors of the N.S.G.C., 
.. . 

1921-1950; minutes .~f;meetinga, :f921-$9itf;. meetdngsi1242-1946;. 

minutes, 1909-1938; reports, 1910-1933; and constitutions and 

charters of student govemment organizations. Series three: Subject 
m .in !/ 

Correspondence, 1913-1948,4contains correspondence regarding re- 

quests and reactions to the N.S.G.C. publications i.e. "Civics 

As It Should Be Taught" (1933); "Defend bhe Public Schools Against 

Militarism" (1930); "Your School and Its Government" (1946). 

+bother subjects are Civilian Conservation Corps- correspond- 

ence in regard to self government in C.C.C. camps (1934-1935); 



520 $ Superintendents Inquiry: replies and comnents from superintendents 

in New York State regarding the status of citzenship training in 

their schools (1936); correspondence relating to the effoifs of 

William McAndrew and the fl.5.g.e. to have civics taught on the 

college level (1936-1942); N.S.G.C. inquiry to the Regents on the 

status of civics and political instruction in public schools and 

colleges (1932-1938);"National Conference on Student participation", 

correspondence and data of faculty advisors interested in develop- 

ing student govemnt (1928-1946); and scattered correspondence 

regarding Richard Welling's opposition to military training in 

schools. 

ZbSeries four: Replies are mainly from elementary students,l911- 

1913, and to a lesser extent high school and college students, 1911- 
$ 5  

1913. Principks were also asked to respond to questionnaires with 

information on race, ethnic backgrourid, sex and age level of students; 

the effects of self government in schools both positive and negative; 

and teachers reaction. There are also some assorted replies from 

other individuals and list of members receiving student government 

literature. 

ZbSeries five : Writings : are Richard Welling's diaries, 1922-47 ; 

address book and various other notebooks; mail records (1912);speeches 

by Welling and others and notes. Series six: Financial Documents 

are miscellaneous bills and receipts; Series seven: Members lists, 

printed material, scrapbooks a d  assorted papers. Series eight: The 

additions are correspondencg c. 1948-1969; Associate Council corres- 

pondence; minutes of meetings, 1956-1971; and projects; proposals 

funded and rejected, 1980-1985; proposals of him school students, 

1980-1985 and minutes, 1980-1985 ; video cassettef : Core Project- 

Satellite Academy (Climbers Street, NYC) . 



There are also twenty photographs (mostly duplicates) of boys 

practicing self g o v e m n t ,  1911-1913. 
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N.S.G.C. 

Box 32. 

33. 

34. 

Individual Correspondence A- 

Administrative 
Richard Welling correspondence with the Directors of the 
N.S.G.C. 1921-1950; Minutes of Meetings 1921-1941; 

Meetings 1942-1946; Reports 1910-1933 
Constitution & charters of student government organizations 

Subject Correspondence 

Pupils Self Government League, 1913 
"Tomnorrow Americans", 1928-1945 
"Cooperation in Government", 1931 
Corres., regarding Rewriting History Texts, 1934 
Civilian Conservation Corps. corres., with educational advisors 

Student Leader Special corres., 1935-1937 
Inquiries to professors of Political Science; list of recipients; 
replies to inquiries from Political Science professors who 
students participate in political campaigns 

Acknowledgements and connnents re: "Tommorrow Americans" by 
A.0. Bowden & Ida Clyde Clark (postcards) 

"Civics as It Should Be Taught", by Richard Welling (1933). 
requests for the pamphlet, A - - J 
K - Z 
Additional requests, 1936-1946. A - R 
S - z 
Comnents and corres. re "Civics" 

.Richatd Welling.speeches 1937-1941. corres. & cornnents on 
his speeches on the merit system, student government and 
democracy in New York City high schools. 

Citizenship Educational Service: correspondence with Palmer 
Davis, Secretary of Citizenship Educational Service. 

Association for Education in Citizenship: British Comnittee 
headed by Sir Ernest Simon. Corres. 

Mabel Skinner, Chairman of Civics, Washington Irving High 
School. corres., regarding teaching of civics. 

New York State Regents Comnittee on Social Studies. corres. 

Survey of NYS School Superintendents made by N.S.G.C. which 
indicated that Civic is "neglected orphan" of the State's 
educational system. 

Student Leader: corres., (publishes Welling's articles) 



3 
N.S.G.C. 

Box 43-47. Acknowledgements and comnents re "Civics As It Should 
Be Taught". (postcard boxes) 

48. Replies from school superintendents of NYS to questionnaires 
regarding civic teaching and student government, 1936-1937. 

News releases and copies of special letters. 
"Teaching Political Citzenship in Schools", by C.C. Barnes (article) 
Educational Policies Ccmnission, 1936-1940. 
"New Social Horizons". corres. re. 

49-50. "These Schools Teach Practical Politics", by Robert Littell. 
(The material for which this article is based on is contained 
in these two boxes. Littell (Reader's Digest editor and the 
N.S.G.C. conducted an inquiry to a selected group of 270 
high school teachers, principles, superintendents and some 
colleges, nationwide. The study was to determine where students 
took part in political campaigns. ) 

51. Alertness course on civics for teachers, 1937. 
"New York Advancing", 1937. 

Corres., and replies re education in schools, from educators 
nationwide. 

52. College Entrance Requirements files: Correspondence with 
college presidents and faculties; members of our Associate 
Council. 

College Entrance Examination Board: corres., Dr. Conyers 
Read, Tyler Kepner, Marian Park and others. 

Dr. Ambrose L. Suhrie:(visted every teaching training school, 
nationwide to confer with students'and faculty on the problems 
of student government) related corres. 
Professor 0. Garfield Jones. General corres., and corres., 
in regard to reprints of his letters in the National Municipal 
Review, Aug. 1941-1942 and corres., re his "Citizens of Tomorrow", 
article. 

53. New York State Requirements for Teachers. 
General corres. with educators 

F'resident James Marshall (Board of Education) 
General comes., with regard to having a teacher of citzen- 
ship in each school. 

Multiple Group Forum: comes. with Ralph Roper. 

Tests Evaluation: 1937; 1942. 
N.E.A.-N.E.S.O. Convention -Detroit. 
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N.S.G.C. 

Box 53. General corres. regarding various articles, 1938-1939. 

54. 1936-1947 
American Council on Education. 
Biarrity American University (France). 
Core- re Student-Faculty Conference. 
Ethical Culture-Ehcarrqment for Citzenship. 
European and Foreign members. 
Appals letters and Replies. 
Philadelphia Conference. 

C.C. Harvey's article. 
"Preparation for Student Government Leadership". 
Junior Directories. 
National Association of Student Councils. 
National Education Association. 

55 .  National Student Organization-International Student Conference 
in Prague. 

National Youth Administration. 
N.Y.U.-Courses for Public Service. 
Pioneer-Student Government Schools. 
Office of Civilian Defense. corres. re Junior Citzens Service. 
Publications. 

5 6 -  l9dO-Wdl 
"Building Character for Democracy" (Welling's article) 
General corres; Corres . , re printing and-copy of the article. 

Bill of Rignts. General corres. 

Liberty Circular. circulars & news releases. 

Footprints of the Trojan Horse. (booklet spnsored by the 
Citzenship Educational Service before W.W. I1 and distrihted) 
General corres. 

"First Steps in Citzenship" (Welling's article) 
"The Main Job of Our Schools". General corres. 

57. : " ~ e a t i ~ r e ~ ~ r a c y "  by John Dewey (article). 
~eneral' corre~ . 

::Democracy. in True-Life" ; , by Howard E. Wilson. (article) 
General- oorres . 
General,.corres:.regarding various articles, 1940-1941 

S8- 1936-1940 k- 
Discip1hne:corres. re chral punishment with the Jewish Institute 
of Religion and others. 
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N.S.G.C. 

efforts of the Cornnittee to 
get a Director of Civics on the Board of Education. !Ihe 
Dec. 6, 1936 focused on this issue) 
Corres. re the Dec. 9th meeting; general corres.; corres. 
with other cities re Director of Civics. 

Riddle statement re College entrance:( Riddle of the Carnegie 
Institution made a statement that colleges by their entrance 
requirements dominate high schools) 
Replies from college presidents; corres. with Robert Kelly, 
Executive Secretary, Assoc. of American Colleges. 
Corres., with H.M. McCracken, President of Vassar College. 
General Corres. 

New York City Economy Comnittee(a study of possible economics 
in NYC high schools by curtailing teacher supervision of 
extra curricular activities). 
Corres . 

4 H Clubs. General corres. 
Davenport Plan (interest college graduates in politics) 
Antioch Notes. corres. 

59. New York State Regents. corres. re the status of civic 
and political instruction in the public schools and colleges. 

60. Englightened Industrialists: corres. re cooperation between 
employer and employee in business and industry. 

You and Your Politics: chapter frm the book Social Studies(l935). 
General corres. & requests, etc. 

Congress on Education for Democracy: spmsored by Columbia U. 
(1939). General corres. 

Syracuse University: corres. re Merit System plan for admin- 
istrative officers of the student gove-nt. 

61. Hobart College: corres. re courses on politics. 
Self Government in Industry. (pamphlets) 
Self Government in Prisons. corres, 1919 

62. "Student Cooperation", by Earl C. Kelley. 
Corres. re this pamphlet which is the result of a study 
of student government in 5,000 schools. 

63. Additional mterial re Kelly's pamphlet. 

"Your School and Its Government", by Kelley and Roland C. Fauce. 
Corres. re this pamphlet 

64. "Student Cooperation". 
Replies to questionnaire about student cooperation and requests 
for the pamphlet. note: catalogue card box 



6 
N.S.G.C. 

Box 65 American Citzenship Foundation. 
Corres. with Dr. Suhrie and others re this group which 
were interested in setting up a single pattern of self govt. 
in schools. 

American Youth Cdssion. data and corres. 1935-1941. 
hericann Youth Congress. 1934-1941. 
American Youth for World Youth. Data. 

Annual Awards for NYC high schools. corres. in regard 
to instituting an award in recognition of true d-racy 
as it operates in s.g.0. in NYC high schools (as distinguished 
from "pseudo-democracy ) 

Association of Civic Teachers. corres. with Joseph C. 
Driscoll of Erasmus High School(F'resident), and others 
re improving Civics teaching. 

Civics and Politics. corres. 
Clinton News Reprint. re nnterial. 
Curriculum Revision. corres. re courses in current problems 
of American democracy for High School seniors. 

Junior City Government. corres. re a t t m  to develop Junior 
City Government in New York (1938). 

Junior League. corres. re Civic education. 

Metropolitan Youth Council. pamphlets, news bulletins. 
National Association of Manufacturers. related material. 
National Mucation Association. corres. with Comnittee on 
Resolutions (1938). re citizenship. 

National Student Federation of America. re corres. 

New York City Board of Education. corres. re curriculum 
iq~rovement . 
Political Science Inquiry. corres., reports, etc. re the 
1935 inquiry on teaching realistic Civics in political 
sciences courses. 

Teachers salaries (1947). clippings & data. 
Teaching of History. corres. with Mrs. Arthur Sulzberger. 
Youth Serving Organizations. corres. with American Youth 
Ccmnission for listing in "Youth Serving Organizations". 

66. National Association of Student Officers. 
Conferences, speeches, corres., data and questionnaires. 

67. National Conference on Student Particiption, 1928-1935. 
(this group consisted of faculty advisors interested in 
developing student govt. The National Association of Student 
Officers was an outgrowth of this interest and the two groups 
cooperated actively). re corres., reviews, data, etc. 
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N.S.G.C. 

Box 68. American Camkittee on mcracy and Intellectual EYeedm. 
data and corres. 

Artnmn editorial. corres. re Dr. 3.M. I\rtman's article 
on citzenship from "Character and Citzenship". 

Association for Study of Family Relations. Dickinson 
College Conference (1941). corres. re this conference. 

Character and Citzenship magazine. corres.with Dr. Artman 
and C.C. harvey. 
Militarism in the schools. corres. re Welling's article 
"Defend the Fublic Schools Against MIlltarlSrtI". 

Military Discipline. General Corres. 1918-1924. 

69. Nye-Kvale Bill. corres. re the elimination of compllsory 
R.O.T.C. in plblic schools. 
Religion. corres. re "release time" for religious education. 

corres. & clippings re federal aid to education 
incl. aid to private and parochial schools. 

United Comnittee Against Militarism in NYC Schools. 

Examination for NYC principles. 

"The Kids Love It"; "Democracy at Home". corres. re these 
two items. 

NYS Youth Comnission. general corres. 

Programs for Out of School Youth. data & corres. 
Publicity. m l e t s  & clippings. 

70. School and Society. related mterial. 
Self Govemnt Membership. corres., 1930-32. 
"Student Self Govemrnt" (pamphlet) related corres. 

Town Hall. general corres. 

Vote. articles re the vote for 18 years olds. 

71. Bibliographies, 1912-1913 
Lists; elections; exam papers. 

72. Requests for literature, 1920-1924 
for "Your School and Its Govemnt" by E.C. Kelly & 

Rolland Fauce. A-D 

73.  E-Z 

74. R. Littell. Comnittee Plans. 1948-1959 
Child Care League. 
Columbia Univ. Press. "The Uproar". 
Faculty Pdvisors. re mterial 
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N.S.G,C, Notices of meetings; minutes 

conference 1948-1958 

N.Y.C. high schools-Student Office 
N.Y.S. Association of Student Councils 
N.Y.U. Law School Grant 

Project Youth Corrmunity 

R E S I E S  

Replies from schools re self govemnt for students 1912-1913 

Replies by elementary school students, 1911. 

1911 

1911 

1911-1912 

1912-1913 

1912 

1912-1913 

1912-1913 

1912-1913 Corm.-Iowa 

1912-1913 I--N.J. 
Re lies from high school students "Qualities of a Successful Monitor" 
lhl 

Replies from principles 1912-1919 

1919 
blank questionnaires 

Replies regarding military training in schools (especially 
Welling's "Defend the Public Schools Against Militarism" 

Replies ..... 
Replies ..... 
Requests for assorted N.S.G.C. literature 
Acknowledgam?nts, receipts; requests for literature on the Merit System. 
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Box 96-97. list of members receiving N.S.G.C. literature 

98. Writings: outlines, lectures & talks by Richard Welling 
and others, 1912-1913 

99. cont. 1912-1913 
Mail Records 1912 

100. Diaries 1922;1929-1933 

105. Book of facts; address b k ;  teacher's mem book; unidentified 
shorthand b30k 
list ( 6 vols . ) 

106. Notes 

107. Financial Doclrments 

108-117. Members List (catalogue card boxes) 

118. School Citzenship Comnittee clippings, 1909-1912 (#44) vol. 
Newspaper clippings (vols.) 
N.S.G.C. clippings (#43) 
printed material 

119. printedmterial 

120. State Educational Directories 
121. Scraptvok; minutes 1947-1951. 

Corres. u.s. Office of Education; National Student Association; 
general corres. (57M35) 
form letters; news releases; auditors reports; assorted. (57M35) 

122. assorted paprs 

1.23-124. Corres.; minutes; reports, etc. 1956-1966 (71M41) 
High School Conference 1956-1957 
Harvard University-Richard Welling Memorial Fellowship 
assorted papers 

125-126. Proposals funded and rejected 1980-1985 (85M61) 
Proposals of high school students 1980-1985 
Minutes; corres. 
video cassette: Core Project-Satellite Academy (Chamlxrs Street, NYC) 



7'0 delevop the alert 
citizetts needed i a 
democracy by practise 
in schools, colleges and 
other youth groups. 

RICllARD WELLING 
Founder 

DIRECTORS 

Lyman Beecher Stowe 
C*.lrmo" ol Bmrd 

Robert .httell 
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Julius Yourman 
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Joseph D. nIcColdrick 
rrrorurrr 

Sonhia Pollack 
S e r ~ e r n  

Herbert Agar 
Reed H a r r k  

Johanna M. Lindlof 
Cyrus Perry 

Henry F. Pringle 

JIJNIOR DIRECTORS 

Lloyd Marcus 
H.,u.rd 'B 

Hovisrd Sanders 
CsrntN '47 

Robert S. Smith 
Y d e  '47 

Warren Solorlar 
N. Y. U. '(8 

William B. Te l l ing  
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ASSOCIATE COUNCIL , , 

( F o u n d e d  1 9 0 4 )  
8 0  B R O A D W A Y ,  N E W  Y O R K  5 ,  N .  Y .  

T E L E P H O N E :  D l g b y  4 - 3 1 7 4  

Box No.& 6 

2 ARTb,AII EDITORIAL: 
Corre::pondence r e  D r .  J. M. Artman's e r t i c l e  on 
c i t i z e n s h i p  from "Char-cter and Ci t izenship" .  

CHISACIER AND CITIZEEHIP Mn.GA%lNE: 
Corvespondence with Dr .  Artman and C.C. Harvey. 

t P&ERICAN COidJTTEE ON DELOCRACY AND INTELI.,E:CTU4L FREEMM: 
Data ,and correspondence. 

' AS:;OClATION FOII STUDY OF FAhILY RPLAlIONSIIIPS -- 
Dickineon College Conference (1941): 

Correspondence with Mrs. l u l f o r d  Stough, Mrs. Helen 
Thomen and o thers .  Mrs. Thornsen represented  t h i s  
C o m ~ ~ i t t e e  a t  t h e  Conference. 

MILITARISM I N  TEE SCHOOLS: 
In  1930 Richard l e l l i n g  wrote "Defend t h e  Publ ic  Schools 

I 
! .$f Aeninet M i l i t ? r i s m W  which nppeqred i n  t he  CLEARING- HOUSE 

magazine and received wide-spre-d d i s t r ibu t . i on .  
,.~ 

Comments on t h i s  r t i c l e  ? r e  enclosed. 
, 

Charles A. Beard _>-- C $ NYE-KVALE BILL: 
CI~srles C. Burlinghsw 

Ida Clyde Clarke To e l i m i n l t e  compulsory R.O.T.C. i n  p u b l i c  schools  
Margaret Blaine Dnrnt.osch 

John Dev;ey Correspondence with Sen-tors,  Represent , l t ives,  ,i!ld o the r s .  
Herman Hagellorn 

Hewilton Ilolt 1 . .  UNIT'D COMILTTEE AGAIilS'1' S:ILITARIPIt IN NE!i' YQRK CITY SCHOOLS: 
Owen Johnson 

Angela Potri ? t ,, : Dat? ond correspondence. 
,' 

6 CORI~ESPONDLNCE (1918-1x4) w r a  MILITARY MEN RE MILITARY 
DISCIPLIIE: 
General correspondence r e  m i 1 i t ; i r . i ~ ~  i n  the  schools.  

(E " RELIGION: 
Correspondence r e  "Relensed Timen f o r  r e l i g i o u s  educntion. 

correspondence r e  f e d e r a l  ? id  tr, education, 
p r i v a t e  and pa roch ia l  schools.  

"A good school ir a place u ' l ~ e r e  y,oung People o f  any age come togdher  lo educate themrrlves and one avofher, with  thc 
hclp of good trarb~r.~, in tAow socinl hohils o f  coop~ro / ion  and sttrdirs needed for rffr</ive ri/izprvhip ifr n d~mocrocy." 


	Summary
	Historical note
	Container list

