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Summary 
 
Main entry: Smyth, Joseph P. (Joseph Percy), 1907-2001 
  
Title: Joseph P. Smyth family papers, 1793-1994 
  
Size: 2.8 linear feet (7 boxes) 
  
Source: Gift of the New York Genealogical and Biographical Society, 2008  
  
Abstract: Family papers and genealogical research files of Joseph Percy 

Smyth, Jr. (1907-2001) of Brooklyn and New York, New York. 
Includes correspondence and other documents of his parents, Rev. 
Joseph Percy Smith (1873-1954) of Brooklyn, New York, and 
Katharine Stoothoff Eldert Smyth (1877-1976) and their extended 
families. Documents include accounts, addresses, vital records, 
correspondence, family trees, photographs, printed ephemera, 
school records, and sermons. Related families include the Cameron, 
Colyer, Eldert, Kingsbury, Plumb, Seaman, Smyth, Stoothoff, and 
Weeds. 

  
Access: Advance notice required. Apply at http://www.nypl.org/mssref 
  
Preferred citation: Joseph P. Smyth Family Papers, Manuscripts and Archives Division, 

The New York Public Library. 
  
Special formats Genealogies, Photographs, Scrapbooks 
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Biographical note 
 
Joseph P. Smyth, Jr. (1907-2001) was an attorney. His father, Rev. Joseph Percy Smyth (1873-
1954), an Episcopal priest served Christ Church in Brooklyn (2 locations), Grace Church in Monroe, 
NY, Christ Episcopal Church in Canaan, CT, and Church of Holy Trinity in Hicksville, Long Island, NY. 
He was the son of an Irish immigrant Joseph P. Smyth (1847-1903) and his wife Frances E. Plumb 
Smyth (1843-1900). In 1905 he married Katharine Stoothoff Eldert (1877-1976). Katharine was the 
daughter of Cornelius Eldert and Isabella K. Cameron, also of Brooklyn. Cornelius Eldert was 
President of the Atlantic Mutual Insurance Company and the Life Saving Benevolent Society. In his 
youth he played baseball for the Crescent Base Ball Club of Jamaica, New York. 
 
 
 
Scope and content note 
 
Correspondence of Joseph P. Smyth regarding his family history and genealogy and family papers he 
assembled. Includes papers of his parents, Joseph P. Smyth (1873-1954) and Katharine Eldert 
Smyth (1877-1976), his grandparents, Cornelius Eldert (1849-1930), Isabella Cameron, and Joseph 
P. Smyth (1847-1903) and their extended families. Related families include the Cameron, Colyer, 
Eldert, Kingsbury, Plumb, Seaman, Smyth, Stoothoff, and Weeds. The collection contains accounts, 
addresses, baptismal and marriage certificates, correspondence, ephemera, family trees and charts, 
invitations, photographs, printed matter, sermons, and school records. Included also is a scrapbook of 
clippings documenting games played by the Jamaica, New York baseball club, 1866-1870. 
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Container list 
 
Box 
1 

Folder 
1 Boynton - Boyington, 1971-1987  

  Cameron family   
 2 Family documents, 1852-1925  
 3 Joseph P. Smyth, Jr.'s correspondence regarding Camerons, 1944; 1966-1967  
 4-5 Genealogical notes and copies of sources (chiefly photocopies)  
 6 Photographs, ca. 1870-1962  
 7 Colyer family, 1858-1969  
 8 Cornell family (Photocopies)  
 9 Cypress Hills Cemetery, 1866-1963  
 10 DeBevoise, Peter, 1836-1871 (Accounts and military discharge) 
  Eldert family   
 11 Aletta Eldert, 1892-1899  
  Cornelius Eldert   
 12 Correspondence and documents, 1849-1930  

2 1 Notes on Stoothoff genealogy   
 2 Jamaica Ball Clubs, 1866-1870 (Scrapbook of clippings) 
 3 Eldert family, 1793-1923  
 4-5 Genealogy   
 6 Samuel Eldert, 1859-1916  
 7 Farnham, Capt. Albert A. and Mrs. Eliza, 1864 (Photographs) 
 8 Genealogical and historical societies, 1990's  
 9 Grace Church of Jamaica, NY., 1865; 1921-1963 (Burial plot ) 
  Kingsbury family   
 10 Estate of Eugene B. Kingsbury, ca. 1898  
 11 Estate of Mary A. Kingsbury, ca. 1920  
  Plumb family   
 12 1968-1979   
 13 Freeman B. Plumb, 1846-1873  
 14 Saint Nicholas Society, 1962-1983  

  Seaman family   
 1 1882-1967   
3 2-4 Aletta Eldert Seaman estate papers, 1969  
  Smyth family   
 5 Genealogical notes   
 6 Vital records and will (Copies)  
  Joseph P. Smyth (1847-1903)   
 7 Letter and carte-de-visite, 1876  
 8 Research notes and correspondence, 1948-1994  
  Joseph P. Smyth (1873-1954)   
 9-10 Accounts, 1900-1901  
 11-12 Writings, 1896-1911  
  Correspondence   
 13 1890-1899   

4 1 1900-1901   
 2 1901-1904   
 3 1905-1907   
 4 1910-1954   
 5-6 Ephemera, 1891-1955 (Christ Church and other churches) 
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Box Folder  
  Joseph P. Smyth (1907-2001)   
 7 Account book, 1926-1936  
  Correspondence   
 8 1918-1970   
 9 1970s-1990s   
 10 Genealogical notes   

  Smyth, Katharine Eldert   
  Correspondence   
5 1 1893-1910   
 2 1911-1913   
 3 1913-1915   
 4 1920-1925   
 5 1926-1929   
 6 1930-1935   
 7 1936-1960   
 8 1971-1975,n.d.   
 9 Marriage certificate, 1905  
 10 Confirmation and school records, 1890-1894  
 11 Photographs of her father, Cornelius Eldert   

6 1 Smyth, Mary Katherine, 1957  
 2 Society of Colonial Wars, 1958-1988  
 3 Stoothoff family, 1800's  
 4 Voorhees/Eldert family, n.d.  
  Weed family   
 5-6 Correspondence, 1961-1965  
  Weed/Ford family photographs   
 7 Charles Frederick Weed, n.d.  
 8 Florence Weed, ca. 1895-1917  
 9-10 Various   
  Various families   
 11-12 Clippings   
 13 Ephemera   

7 1 Notes on Marxism   
 2-4 Photographs   
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