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Bockee, Pearss, Poel, and Turk family legal and financial documents 
 

Summary 
 
Title: Bockee, Pearss, Poel, and Turk family legal and financial 

documents, 1680-1837 
  
Size: .4 linear feet (1 box) 
  
Source: Gift of the New York Genealogical and Biographical Society, 2008 
  
Abstract: The collection consists of financial and legal documents concerning 

property in New York City, New Jersey, and Connecticut belonging 
to the descendants of Hendrick Pearss and his wife Tanneke 
Bockee, and Johannes Poel and his wife Sarah, all of New York 
City. 

  
Access: Apply in the Special Collections Office for admission to the 

Manuscripts and Archives Division. 
  
Preferred citation: Bockee, Pearss, Poel, and Turk family legal and financial 

documents, Manuscripts and Archives Division, The New York 
Public Library. 

  
Special formats Property records. 
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Bockee, Pearss, Poel, and Turk family legal and financial documents 
 

Provenance note 
 
Donated in 2000 by Barbara Bell to the New York Genealogical and Biographical Society 
 
 
Biographical note 
 
Members of the Bockee, Pearss, Poel, and Turk families resided in New York City. Hendrick Pearss 
and Tanneke Bockee's daughter, Tanneke (b. 1769), married Ahasuerus Turk.  Hendrick's son 
William married Johannes Poel's daughter Tetie as his second wife.  
 
 
Scope and content note 
 
The collection consists of documents concerning property in New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut 
belonging to the descendants of Hendrick Pearss and his wife Tanneke Bockee, and Johannes Poel 
and his wife Sarah, all of New York City.  The documents include wills, land transfers, deeds, slave 
receipts, property lists, and mortgages.  Much of the material concerns Tanneke Turk, born ca. 1769, 
and her husband Ahasuerus.  Tanneke was widowed early and managed her own property. Many of 
the land transfers and mortgages are in her name.  
 
 
Arrangement note 
 
Documents are in chronological order. 
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Bockee, Pearss, Poel, and Turk family legal and financial documents 
 

Container list 
 
Box 
1 

Fol 
1 Land transfer of “Smith's Ally”, 1689  

  Transfer of land on both sides of Lawrence Creek in Middlesex County in the 
province at Perth Amboy to Bockee family, 1706  

  Agreement between Tanneke Bocke and her children, 1718  
  Johannis Vansice's will, 1719  
  John Rodman's slip land transfer, 1721  
 2 Land transfer, 1736  
  Deed for land in Queens County, 1737  
  Lease on land at Smith and Crown streets, 1738  
  Land transfers for 320 pounds NY currency  between Bockee and Pearss families, 

1744  
 3 Barnes to Turk Westchester, 1762  
  Transfer of land on Queens street, 1764  
  Property agreement for Johannes Poel estate, 1764  
  Property agreement with Charles and Margaret Philips, 1764    
  Receipt for purchase of slave, 1766  
  Tanneke Pearss will, 1768  
 4 List of furniture purchases, 1769  
  Deed, 1769  
  Deed, 1769  
 5 Hendrik Vandewater's will, 1771  
  Estate administration of Tanneke Pers, 1773  
  Power of attorney, 1777  
  Estate administration of Edward Tilley, 1778  
  Anna Pearss will, 1778  
  William Pearss will, 1780  
  Receipt for purchase of slave, 1781  
  Accounts of estate of William Pearss, 1789  
  Quit claim re: Ahasuerus Turk's will, 1789  
  Sale of Rodman's slip, 1790  
  Land transfer on Queens street, 1795  
 6 Land transfers, 1804, 1811  
  Letters of administration re: the will of Tanneke Turk, 1811  
  Tanneke Turk mortgage, 1815  
  Papers concerning the will of Tanneke Turk, 1826  
  Personal letter, Herman Hughes to brother, 1829  
  Map showing property to be sold in Newark, 1835  
  Will and letters of Tanneke Turk, instructions for burial, 1837  
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