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Provenance note

Donated to the New York Genealogical and Biographical Society by Edward E. Mitchell, 1978.
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Biographical / Historical note

Biographical note

The Mitchell family was descended from William and Margaret Mitchell of Coleraine, Northern Ireland.
They had three sons, William, John and Edward (1769-1834). Their father, a bookmaker and
stationer, died in 1773 and their mother was remarried in 1779, to John Fulton William and Edward
immigrated to America around 1790. The two brothers set up a business as bookbinders in
Philadelphia and then in New York. William later moved to Philadelphia, where he worked as a
bookbinder and on the newspaper, The Porcupine's Gazette and died in 1798. Edward stayed in New
York and married Cornelia Anderson in 1794. In 1801 he became a member of the Methodist Church
and in 1803 he was ordained as a minister in the Society of United Christian Friends. He was active
in this profession, until his death in 1834, writing and preaching many sermons and publishing a
collection called The Christian Universalist. Mitchell had eight children, including William Mitchell, an
attorney and Judge who served on the Supreme Court of the State of New York. William married
Mary Penfold Berrien (daughter of Cornelius Penfold Berrien and Elizabeth Bruen Morris). One of
their sons, Cornelius Berrien Mitchell served in the Civil War. He joined the Anthon Battalion Light
Artillery in 1862 and joined the 84th Regiment of the National Guard of the State of New York in 1863,
filling the ranks of Adjutant, Lieutenant Colonel, Inspector of Rifle Practice, Chief of Artillery and
Colonel before resigning in 1882. He was also a merchant and an active member of many civic and
religious organizations. In 1880 he married Mary Elizabeth Davis and he was the father of Cornelius
von Erden Mitchell.

Henry Spingler was a New York merchant gardener, who purchased a 22-acre plot of land in lower
Manhattan in 1762 from Elias Brevoort, a large portion of which has subsequently been transformed
into Union Square Park. His name is on the Spingler Building, which stands on the site of the Spingler
House hotel at 5-9 Union Square West, though most of this land was eventually sold back to the City.
The site was also home to a prestigious school for girls in the nineteenth century, the Spingler
Institute. Henry Spingler's daughter, Eliza M. Spingler Fonerden (who was married to Lieutenant
James Fonerden, the son of Adam Fonerden an abolitionist from Baltimore, MD) selected a plot of
this land to live on, and had a house built on it, which became the mansion at 21 West 14th Street,
where descendants of the family continued to live for generations. Their daughter, Mary Spingler
Fonerden married Michael Murray Van Beuren, who was later a Colonel in the in 11th Regiment of
the Washington Guard and also managed his wife's property. Their daughter, Mary Louise Van
Beuren married Captain John W. Davis, who was the son of Dr. John Davis. Their daughter, Mary
Elizabeth Davis, married Cornelius Berrien Mitchell and was the mother of Cornelius von Erden
Mitchell.
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Scope and content note

Scope and content note

The Mitchell Family Papers consist of materials collected by Cornelius von Erden Mitchell, (1883-
1966), author of Ancestry of William Spingler Mitchell, Cornelius von Erden Mitchell, John Van
Beuren Mitchell, which had belonged to his ancestors. In additional to the Mitchell family, there is
material in this collection from the Abbott, Anderson, Banks, Beach, Berrien, Brevoort, Davis,
Fonerden (von Erden), Leverich, Lyon, Morris, Prescott, Reynolds, Rogers, Spingler, Van Beuren and
Warde families.

The materials in this collection include account books (1785-1836) belonging to Henry Spingler of
New York, personal correspondence between the members of the families, particularly Rev. Edward
Mitchell (1769-1834) and his son, the Hon. William Mitchell (1801-1886), professional
correspondence, indenture documents, legal documents, certificates, copies of sixteenth and
eighteenth century wills, family trees, ancestral charts and lists of pedigree of various members of the
families. Also included are military documents (1800-1876), such as regimental orders,
correspondence and certificates of Col. Michael M. Van Beuren, Major John Berrien, Hon. William
Mitchell and Cornelius Berrien Mitchell as well as photographs (small, large and oversized) and
daguerreotypes (1848-1927) of members of the families, particularly of the Davis, Mitchell and Van
Beuren families, and their residences in Connecticut, New Jersey and New York, sermons and other
religious writings (1810-1834,) by Rev. Edward Mitchell, scrapbooks (1875-1925) kept by Cornelius
Berrien Mitchell and John W. A. Davis, and a nineteenth century map and newspaper from Coleraine,
Ireland, where the Mitchells came from.

Arrangement note
The Mitchell Family Papers are organized in the following series:

Series I: Mitchell Family, 1793-1940

Series II: Davis Family, 1825-1940

Series lll: Spingler/Spengler Family, 1785-1948

Series IV: Van Beuren Family, 1799-1947

Series V: Other Family connections and Miscellaneous, 1706-1957

Vi



Mitchell family papers

Series descriptions and container list

20

10
14
11

15

11

11

10

11

12

13

14

Series I: Mitchell Family, 1793-1940

This series includes the papers of members of the Mitchell family from 1793-1940.
Items from Rev. Edward Mitchell include personal correspondence (1794-1833),
sermons and other writings (1810-1834) as well as business papers and legal
documents. Items from his son the NY State Supreme Court judge, William Mitchell
include, legal documents, photographs, certificates of his professional appointments
and regimental orders. Items from Cornelius Berrien Mitchell include military
documents (1862-1876), correspondence, clippings and a scrapbook on rifle
associations (1874-1875). Materials on other members of the Mitchell family include
photographs, daguerreotypes, correspondence, maps, indenture documents and
family trees.

Cornelia Anderson Mitchell, 1821-1836, n.d.
Correspondence, 1821-1828

Photograph of portrait, Undated (Wife of Rev. Edward Mitchell.)
Will, 1836 May 17

Cornelius Berrien Mitchell, 1862-1915, n.d.
Army collection certificates and receipts, 1862

Certificate of Tribute, The National Guard, State of New York, 1876 Mar 7

Clippings and visiting card with notes, 1900, n.d
Correspondence, 1862-1886
Personal-Letters to family while CBM was serving in the Civil War, 1862-
1863
Professional, 1871, 1875, 1886 (Mostly with veteran and military
organizations.)
Diary, 1863 (Memoranda of social calls and letters written.)
Pamphlets, 1863-1875
By-Laws of the Board of Offices of the Eighty-Fourth Regiment,
N.G.S.N.Y., 1863 Jun
Various rifle associations, 1874, 1875

Photographs, 1862-1900, n.d.
1862

1879, ca. 1900
Glass backed, Undated

Profiles written by his son, Cornelius von Erden Mitchell, 1909, 1911
Programs, 1862, 1910
108th Commencement of Columbia College, Academy of Music, 1862 Jun
25
Memorial service, 1910 Dec 11

Scrapbook of clippings on Rifle associations and teams, 1875-1876

Will and estate appraisal, 1902, 1910, 1915
Cornelius von Erden Mitchell, 1887-1897, n.d.
Correspondence, 1897, n.d.

Photograph with William Spingler Mitchell and John Van Beuren Mitchell,

1887, 1895, n.d.
Some include their mother, Mary Elizabeth Davis Mitchell.
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Series descriptions and box list

Doris Van Beuren Mitchell, 1926 Aug

Edward Mitchell (Reverend) , 1793-1940, n.d.
Biographies and profiles, by author, 1885, 1940, n.d.
Bedinger, H., 1940
Mitchell, John Fulton, Undated
Mitchell, William, the Hon., 1885 Mar 31
Business papers, 1793-1831, n.d.
Certificate of Ordination, 1803 Jul 18

Certificate of US citizenship, 1796 Apr

Correspondence-Personal, 1794-1833
1794-1798
1802-1808
1810-1815
1816-1833

Indenture document witnessed by Mitchell, 1796 Sep 6

Photographs, Undated
Drawing
Includes advertisement for Mitchell's book, The Christian Universalist.

Photograph

Writings, 1810-1834, n.d.
Catechism for the Use of The Society of United Christian Friends, 1833
Excerpt from Mitchell's book, The Christian Universalist.
Pamphlet: Excommunication of Mrs. Maria Townsend from the Commune
of the Brick Preshyterian Church, 1823 Apr 13
Read by Mitchell before the Society y of United Christian Friends.
Sermons, 1810-1834, n.d.
On the Death of Samuel Tooker, 1823 Jul 27
The Resurrection of Christ, a doctrine as well as a fact, 1833-1834 (This
is a collection of sermons.)
Various, 1810, 1833, n.d.
1810, 1833, n.d.
Undated
Edward E. Mitchell, 1828-1857
Correspondence, 1828, 1840, 1853
Deeds, 1853 May, 1857 Oct
Eliza Mitchell-Correspondence, 1827-1846

Grace Mitchell, Undated

Family tree (Grace Mitchell and William Leverich)
Photographs

John Mitchell, 1794-1809, n.d.
Correspondence, 1794-1809

Photograph of ca. 1790 Silhouette drawing, Undated

John Fulton Mitchell, 1857, 1863
Correspondence, 1863 Jul 3

Map of a lot in the 9th Ward of Brooklyn, being sold at auction, 1857 Jun 3
Marie Adeline Mitchell-Photographs, 1926 Aug
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Series descriptions and box list

Margaret Fulton Mitchell-Correspondence, 1811-1817
Mostly from MFM to her parents, but also includes a telegram sent by nephew
Cornelius Berrien Mitchell announcing her death.
Mary Elizabeth Davis Mitchell , ca. 1870, 1895, n.d. (The mother of Cornelius von
Erden Mitchell.)
Daguerreotypes, Undated

Photographs
ca. 1870, 1895

Undated

Mary Penfold Berrien Mitchell, Undated
Photographs

Photographs

Susan Mitchell-Documents regarding her death, 1831
William Mitchell (of Philadelphia, d. 1798), 1797-1798
Correspondence and obituary, 1797-1798

Newspaper: Porcupine's Gazette, 1798 Mar 13 (Mitchell worked for this
newspaper.)

William Mitchell (Hon.), 1823-1886, n.d.
Address lists, 1842-1851, 1879
Certificates, 1823-1827, 1841
Admission to the United Christian Friends in the City of New York, 1823
Jan 27
Appointment as Attorney/Counsellor-at-Law, 1823-1827
Court of Chancery in the State on New York, 1824 Jun, 1827 Jun
Court of Common Pleas of the City and County of New York, 1823 Aug
23,1825 0ct 1

Supreme Court of the State of New York
1823 Aug

1826 May 12
Marriage to Mary Penfold Berrien, 1841 Jun
Correspondence-Letter to his sons on the anniversary of his father's (Rev.
Edward Mitchell) death, 1876 Aug 3
Legal documents, 1840, 1843, 1855, 1873
Obituary notices and program for memorial service, 1886 Oct 6

Photographs, Undated
1

2

Portraits (Includes some with with Edward and John Mitchell.)
(Includes some with with Edward and John Mitchell.)
Regimental orders, 97th Regiment, 45th Brigade, New York State Infantry,
1837-1839

Various family members, 1845-1921, n.d.
Chart of Descendants, Undated
Also includes Anderson, Banks, Berrien, Spingler and von Erden (Fonerden)
families.
Family trees, 1859, n.d.
Compiled by William Mitchell, 1859 Dec 29
Undated
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Box  Fol
19 1 Map of Coleraine, Ireland, 1845
20 1 Newspaper-Coleraine Chronicle, 1854 Dec 30
Photographs, 1921, n.d.
14 9 Coleraine, Ireland (Birthplace of John, William and Edward Mitchell),

Undated
20 2 Various residences, 1921, n.d.
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Series descriptions and box list

Series II: Davis Family, 1825-1940

This series mainly consists of correspondence, legal documents, diaries,
photographs and daguerreotypes of members of the Davis family, such as Dr. John
Davis, John W. Davis, John W. A. Davis, Mary Louise Van Beuren Davis and
Michael Van Beuren. This series also includes a certificate of John W. Davis' letters
written home while he was serving in the Civil War, his engagement diaries (1851-
1883), his 1865 admission to the Supreme Court of the State of New York. Also
included are the marriage certificate and various other early/mid nineteenth century
legal documents of Dr. John Davis and a scrapbook kept by John W. A. Davis
containing clipping on the David and Van Beuren families (1880-1925.)

John Davis, Dr.-Photographs, 1825-1869, n.d.
Marriage certificate with Sarah banks Reynolds, 1825 Jan 1
Mortgages and release documents, 1857-1963, 1869

Photographs, Undated
Undated

Undated

John W. Davis, Captain, 1851-1888, n.d.
Certificates, 1865, 1884
Associate Pioneers of the Territorial Days of California, Membership, 1884
Jul 15

Supreme Court of the State of New York-Admission as Attorney and
Counsellor at Law to the, 1865 May 21

Connecticut State House of Representatives-Resolutions, 1881 Jan
Correspondence-letters home from Civil War, 1861

Daguerreotypes, Undated
Degree, 1863

Diaries, 1851-1888
1851, 1852, 1854, 1861
1868, 1871, 1872, 1878
1880, 1882, 1883

Photographs, 1859, n.d.
(Some of these photos include Davis' wife and sons.)
Regimental Orders, with correspondence, 1855-1888

John W. A. Davis, 1880-1925, n.d.
Daguerreotypes, Undated

Photographs, 1900, 1920, n.d. (Some include his twin, Michael Van Beuren
Davis.)

Scrapbooks-Clippings on the Davis and Van Beuren families, 1880-1925

Mary Louise Van Beuren Davis, Undated
Daguerreotypes

Photographs

Michael Van Beuren Davis-Photographs, 1900, n.d.
In Havana, Cuba, 1900

Undated
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Various family members, 1854-1940, n.d.
Business cards, visiting cards and other miscellany, 1861, 1869, n.d.
Clippings, 1854, 1880, 1883
Correspondence, 1840-1908
Genealogical research notes and correspondence, 1867-1944
Obituaries, 1883-1905
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Series lll: Spingler/Spengler Family, 1785-1948

This series contains account books (1785-1848) which belonged to Henry Springer
as well as financial records, (1830-1836) maps and originals and copies of 1784-
1840 documents belonging to Springer and his wife, such as indenture documents
and wills. This series also includes items pertaining to Springler's ancestor, Johann
Balthass Spengler and the region he came from in Germany, Wurttemberg, such as
copies of documents and a map. The Spingler family seal is also included.

Fol

Henry Spingler, 1785-1848, n.d.

Account books, New York, 1785-1836

6 1785-1799
7 1796-1836
8 Brass plate listing descendants of Henry and Mary Spingler, 1848 Mar
9 Financial records, 1830-1836
1 1784, 1788 indenture documents, Undated (Copies.)
2 Legal documents, also Mary Spingler, 1813, 1828-1840
3 Map of property, Undated
4 1813 and 1840 wills of Spingler and his wife Mary, Undated (Copies.)

Johann Balthass Spingler, 1914-1948, n.d. (Used an earlier version of the name,

Spengler.)
5 Dissertation for Columbia University by William Harold May, The Duchy of
Wurttemberg, 1495-1802 , Undated
15 1728 document, Undated (Copies.)
6 1728, 1750 and 1752 legal documents, Undated (Copies.)
7 Genealogical research notes in German, 1929-1948
Maps, 1914, n.d.

16 Siedlungs-Karte von Wurttemberg, 1914
8 Stuttgart, Undated
9 Mary Spingler-Correspondence, 1826

Various Family members, 1897-1947, n.d.
10 Clippings and obituaries with 1897 letter, Undated
1 Family seal, Undated
11 Genealogical research notes, correspondence, family trees and transcripts,

1925, 1937, n.d.

12 Photographs of family seal, postcards, Undated
12 Publications, 1927, 1939, 1947

13 Spingler Institute catalog/program, 1858-1859
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Series descriptions and box list

Series IV: Van Beuren Family, 1799-1947

This series consists of legal documents, personal papers and photographs and
daguerreotypes of members of the Van Beuren family, such as Elizabeth Van
Beuren, Josephine Van Beuren, Mary Spingler Van Beuren, Mary Spingler Fonerden
Van Beuren and Col. Michael Murray Van Beuren. Also included is an account book
(1799-1806), which belonged to Egbert Van Beuren of Charleston and military
documents of Michael M. Van Beuren, who was a Colonel in the Washington Guard,
11th Regiment and his son Michael Murray Van Beuren, who server in the New York
State Infantry. A highlight of this series is the original and a typed transcript of a diary
kept by Mary Spingler Fonerden (who later married Michael Van Beuren), 1827-
1828, which provides a look into the daily life of a wealthy 17-year old girl in
nineteenth century New York..

Egbert Van Beuren, Captain-Account book, Charleston, 1799-1806

Elizabeth Van Beuren, Undated
Daguerreotypes

Photographs
Henry Van Beuren-Correspondence with Henry Sellman, 1862-1868

Josephine, Van Beuren, Undated (Probably the wife of James B. Reynolds.)
Daguerreotypes

Photographs

Mary Spingler Fonerden Van Beuren, 1827-1828, 1947
Diary, original and typed transcript, 1827-8, 1947
Notebook containing extracts, poems, etc., ca, 1827

Mary Spingler Van Beuren, Undated
Daguerreotypes

Photographs
Mary Van Beuren-Daguerreotype, Undated

Michael M. Van Beuren-Blank form for for appointment as a private in
Washington Guard, 11th Regiment , Col., Undated

Michael Murray Van Beuren, 1827-1834, n.d.
Membership certificate, 142nd Regiment, New York State Infantry, 1834 Oct
15
Military documents and orders, 1827-1878
Transcript of 1878 obituary, Undated

Photographs, Undated
1829 Portrait
Photographs

Various Family Members, 1837-1942, n.d.
Correspondence, 1844-1895
Genealogical Research correspondence, 1913, 1931-1942
Genealogical notes, family trees, etc., 1858-1925, n.d.
Legal documents, 1837-1895, n.d.

Photographs-Van Beuren and Davis family groups, photographs, 1862, 1883

Transcribed documents, 1924, n.d.
Writings and articles, 1890-1915, n.d.
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Series V: Other Family connections and Miscellaneous, 1706-1957
This series includes materials on members of other families connected to the
Mitchell, Davis, Spingler and Van Beuren families, such as the Anderson, Banks,
Berrien, Bonsall, Brevoort, Fonerden, Leverich, Lyon, Morris, Reynolds and Warde
families. The materials on these other families include photographs, daguerreotypes,
the Berrien family seal, correspondence, legal documents, such as wills, marriage
certificates and indentures, family trees and pedigrees, genealogical research notes,
clippings, and maps.

This series also includes miscellaneous photographs, of various and unidentified
people and of homes owned by various members of the family in Connecticut, New
Jersey and New York.

Fol
1 Abbott, Johann D.-Daguerreotype, 1848
Anderson Family, 1791-1955, n.d.
Elbert Anderson, 1791-1828, n.d.
Box
1 Bonds, bills of sale and agreements, 1791-1816
2 Correspondence, Undated
Fol
1 Indenture document with Christian Bourdett, 1796 Jul 7, 1808 Feb 10
Elbert Anderson was the brother of Cornelia Anderson Mitchell, wife of the Rev.
Edward.
3 Will and estate inventory, 1813, 1823
4 P. Anderson-Essay/writing “On the Improvement of Time”, Undated (Probably
Peter or Pieter.)
5 Various family members-Genealogical research, 1955, n.d.
Banks Family, 1706-1944, n.d.
2 Daniel, Martha and Samuel Banks-Legal documents, 1714-1718, 1763, n.d.
3 James Banks-Legal documents, 1805, 1806
Joseph Banks, 1709, n.d.
4 Legal documents, 1709, n.d.
1 Photographs 1800 painting, Undated
Various family members , 1706-1944, n.d.
6 Correspondence, 1839, 1895
7 Diagrams, 1896
8 Estate/Inventories, 1814-1847
5 Family tree, Undated
9 Financial records, 1886-1888
10 Genealogical Histories/writings, Undated
11 Genealogical research notes and correspondence, 1944, n.d.
Legal documents, 1706-1847
12 1706, 1729-1755
13 1760-1779
14 1780-1799
15 1800-1826
16 1837-1847

6 Beach, Edgar-Register of Pedigree, compiled by William Jones, 1928 Dec 15
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Berrien Family, 1805-1957, n.d.
Cornelius Penfold Berrien, 1805-1828, n.d.
Character book, 1828
Correspondence, 1816-1821
Alternate spelling “Berrian” is used on this letter.
Deeds/agreements, 1805-1824

Photographs of portrait, Undated
Elizabeth Bruen Morris Berrien-Photographs, Undated

John Berrien, Major, Photographs, Undated
Medal given to him by George Washington

Portrait

John M. Berrien, Correspondence and documents , 1896-1909
Various family members, 1810-1957, n.d.

Account Book-Berrien & Cullum, 1810

Clippings, 1896, 1909

Berrien family seal, Undated
Genealogical research and correspondence, 1940-1957, n.d.
Photographs of town Berrien, France, 1904, n.d.

Bonsall Family, 1900-1925, n.d.
Correspondence, 1905, n.d.
Photostats of 1767, 1787, 1817 letters, Undated
Typed Transcripts of 1767-1842 letters, 1905, n.d.
Genealogical notes, correspondence and family trees, 1900-1925

Brevoort, Elias-Copy of 1752 Jan 13 indenture document, Undated
Brevoort sold a 22 acre plot of land in lower Manhattan to Henry Spingler in 17
Butcher family-1775 Bible records copy, Undated
Fonerden family, 1797-1950, n.d. (An alternate form of the name von Erden.)
Adam Fonerden-Correspondence with receipt, 1797-1814
Fonerden, Eliza M., Undated
Correspondence and document, 1829-1859

Daguerreotypes
Photographs

Various family members, 1817-1890, 1939, 1950, n.d.
Clippings, Undated
Correspondence, 1817-1890
Documents-Copies and transcripts, Undated
Genealogical research notes, 1939, 1950
Leverich Family-Supreme Court, County of Queens Case: John F Murphy vs.
Jonathan and Jane Strickland, 1923 Jun 23
Concerns members of the Leverich family, a connection to the Mitchells by the
marriage of Grace Mitchell to Rev. William Leverich.
Lyon family, 1725-1925, n.d.
Clippings, 1925, n.d.
Documents, 1725-1854
1725-1854

1753

10
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Family Trees, 1869, n.d.
Compiled by Walter F. K. Lyon, 1869

Undated
Morris Family, 1851-1868, n.d.
Elizabeth Morris-1848 Jun 2 Will,
Morris family-Homestead sale and correspondence, 1868 Sep 10

John Morris, 1851, n.d.
Map of his New Jersey homestead made for Edward E. Mitchell, 1851

1815 Mar 13 Will, Undated (Copy.)

Sarah Morris-1861 Mar 7 Will, Undated (Copy.)
Prescott, Roger-1594 Will, Undated (Copy.)
Reynolds family, 1790-1944, n.d.

Elizabeth Reynolds, 1845, 1871, n.d.

Legal documents, 1845, 1871

Photographs-Elizabeth and Sarah Reynolds, Undated
James Reynolds-Legal documents, 1794-1808

Nathaniel Reynolds-Legal documents, 1791-1845
1791

1803-1845

Various family members, 1790-1944, n.d.
Bible records, 1840, 1904
Clippings, 1826, 1938
Correspondence, 1830-1838, 1864, 1878
Genealogical data and research, 1908, 1944, n.d.
Legal documents, 1790, 1804, 1871

Maps, Undated
Rogers, Nathaniel, photographs, Undated

Warde, George-Family Tree, Undated
Warde, Robert-Family Tree, Undated

Various and unidentified families-Photographs, 1927, n.d.
Houses, 1927, n.d.
Connecticut, Greenwich, Undated
New Jersey, Morristown, Undated
By Name
The Bungalow
The Mountain Home
By owner
Samuel Bousall
Davis family
Van Beuren family
New York, New York, 1927, n.d.
60 West 9th St., Undated

21 West 14th St., Undated
Garden-Glass plate negative

Exteriors
Interiors

Various

11
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East 53rd St., 1927 Apr 21

65th St. and Lexington Ave.
512 Madison Ave.

People, Undated
Family groups

Unidentified
Unidentified (Daguerreotypes.)
Various

Various
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