
The New York Public Library
Manuscripts and Archives Division

Guide to the

Argument in the case of the brig John
1807?
MssCol 17891

Summary
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Abstract:  William Hunter was an attorney. The brig John, Richard Barker, master, sailed from
Charleston 18 June [1807?] for Cádiz, Spain, a blockaded port. The brig was seized by a British
squadron under the command of Sir Richard Bickerton, and subsequently condemned as a prize by the
British Admiralty Court. William Hunter's draft argument as attorney for insurance underwriters, in an
appeal by the owners of the Brig John. Hunter argued that the underwriters were exonerated from
liability because the ship's master attempted to run the blockade after due warning.

Preferred citation:  Argument in the case of the brig John, Manuscripts and Archives Division, The
New York Public Library

Creator History

William Hunter was an attorney. The brig John, Richard Barker, master, sailed from Charleston 18 June
[1807?] for Cádiz, Spain, a blockaded port. The brig was seized by a British squadron under the
command of Sir Richard Bickerton, and subsequently condemned as a prize by the British Admiralty
Court.

Scope and Content Note

William Hunter's draft argument as attorney for insurance underwriters, in an appeal by the owners of
the Brig John. Hunter argued that the underwriters were exonerated from liability because the ship's
master attempted to run the blockade after due warning.
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Key Terms

Occupations
Lawyers

Subjects
Marine insurance
Napoleonic Wars, 1800-1815 -- Prizes
War, Maritime (International law)

Names
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