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Description Raphael Lemkin was an attorney and professor of law who coined the term

£

"genocide" and was responsible for the creation of the United Nations genocide convention.
He was born in Eastern Poland on June 24, 1901. He studied phileology, mastered nine
languages, served as Warsaw's public prosecutor, and practiced and taught law until 1939,
- when the Nazi invasion forced him to flee to Sweden. In 1941, Lemkin emigrated to the
United States on the invitation of the Duke University School of Law and was later:
associated with the Yale Law Schooi.. During the 1940s and 1950s he devoted most of his
energy to the cursade for the international adoption of the United Nations Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, which was adopted by the U.N.
General Assembly in 1948. He continued to lobby for unanimous ratification. Although
the United States failed to ratify the convention, it became international law in January
1951. Lemkin never married and died of a heart attack in 1959. |

The Papers largely document Lemkin's intense interest in'the subject-of genocide.
With the exception of a draft of his autobiography, “Unofficial Man," the collection
contains very little personal material. The papers are arranged into eight series:
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Int;.erviews, Writings—--Autobiography, Writings--Genocide, Clippings, and Printed
material. The correspondence in English, Spanish, and some German, is both incoming
and outgoing, with public officials, newspapers, academics,  ard religious groups

and relates to Lemkin's struggle for support for the ratification of the genocide
convention. Much of the correspondence is filed by country. The Writings——Auto-
biography consist of outlines and summaries of "Unofficial Man" as well as holograph
and typescript drafts of se{rerai' éhapters. ‘The Writings--Genocide contain descriptions
of his projected three volume work on genocide, plus drafts of various chapters,

and abundant notes, memoranda, !reports, and other documents written by Lemkin and
others on the subyiect of genocide,a%ge' struggle for the ratification of the convention,
Much of this material is fragmentary. The Printed material includes press releases
and United Nations publications and reports.
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CORRESPONDENCE
1 1 General Correspondence, 1947-1953

General Correspondence, 1954-1959; n.d.

U.S. Comittee for a United Nations Genocide Convention,

1948-1952
4 Argentina
5 Bolivia
5] Brazil
.7 Colombia
8 Denmark
9 Dominican Republic
10 Ecuador
11 England
12 Germany
13 Guatemala
14 Haiti
15 Honduras
16 Iceland
17 India
18 Indonesia
19 Ireland
20 Israel
21 Ttaly
22 Liberia
23 Mexico
24 Nicaragua
25 Panama
26 Peru
27 Switzerland
28 Uruguay
29 U.S.S.R./Ukraine
30 Venezuela

31 Personal. letters to Lemkin, 1948-1959
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35
36
37
38
39

40
41
42
43

1-2
3-4

PHOTOGRAPHS

BIO— AND AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF LEMKIN

PUBLIC STATEMENTS & INTERVIEWS

WRITINGS--AUTOBIOGRAPHY

Sumraries & ocutlines

Chapters 1 - 4

Chapter 5 - end (incomplete)

Drafts of chapter entitled "Geneva"
Drafts of chapter entitled "Paris" |
Notebooks--4 vols.

Chapters I, III, VI

Chapter g

Chapter IV

Chapter V

WRITINGS——GENOCTIDE

Outlines & description of project
Introduction to Part I

Genocide in Soc./Psycho./Anthro./Econ. Impact on Culture

Genocide as Socially Approved Behavior

Psychological Scars
international Law

Antiquity

Huns

Belgian Congo

Jews in Poland/Jews in Russia
Parsis

SerLs/Slavs

Smyrna

South Africa

Stedinger

Suwaroff; European concentration camps
Tasmania

Ukraine/Soviet genocide

Genocide Convention

Threats to the Genocide Convention (Draft Code of

Offenses; Nuremburg Principles; etc.)
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Threats to the Genocide Convention--Chinese Revision
U.S. and the Genocide Convention
Draft French pamphlet

Argentine domestic law

Notebooks
Notes (unsorted)
Notes (possibly belonging to Alexander Gabriel)

CLIPPINGS

PRINTED MATERIAL

U.N. Subcomnission of Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities

U.N. reports (Draft Convention for the Prevention

and Punishment of Genocide; Nuremburg Principles;
Draft Code of Offences Against the Peace and Security
of Mankind)

U.N.——press releases
Printed material, 1946-1950

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of
Genocide, United Nations, 1950

Printed material, 1951-1959

Memorandum of the Italian Government on the Situation
in Abyssinia, n.d.
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REEL BOXES
1 Box 1 {Correspondence)
2 Box 1 (Photographs —
Writings/Autobiography)
3 Box 2 (Writings/Genocide —
Qutlines/Ukraine)
4 Box 3 — Box 4 (Notes)
5 Box 4 (Clippings — Box 5
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