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Description Raphael Lemkin was an attorney and professor of law who coined the term 

"genocide" and was responsible for the creation of the United Nations genocide convention. 

He was turn in Eastern Poland on June 24, 1901. He studied philology, mstered nine 

languages, served as Warsaw's pblic prosecutor, and practiced and taught law until 1939, 

when the Nazi invasion forced him to flee to Sweddn. In 1941, Lemkin emigrated to the 

United States on the invitation of the Duke University School of Law and was later. 

associated with the Yale Law School. During the 1940s and 1950s he devoted most of his 

energy to the cursade for the international adoption of the United Nations Convention 

on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, which was adopted by the U.N. 

General Assembly in 1948. He continued to lobby for unanimous ratification. Although 

the United States failed to ratify the convention, it kcame international law in January 

1951. Lemkin never married and died of a heart attack in 1959. 

The Papers largely document Lemkin's intense interest in the subject of genocide. 

With the exception of a draft of his autobiography, "Unofficial Man," the collection 

contains very little personal material. The papers are arranged into eight series: 

Correspondence, Photographs, Bio- and Autobiographical sketches; Public statements & 

Special Formats e]Photographs 0 Maps OAudio Tapes O Films hphics 
aktifacts UMachine-readable records 
UOther (list) 

Temporary catalog card added entries 

Genocide 

International offences; 

Refugees, Jewish 

United Nations 
Accessioned by _SD/MV 

June 1983/March 1987 
Date 
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Interviews, Writings--Autobiography, Writings--Genocide, Clippings, and Printed 

material. The correspondence in English, Spmish, and sans German, is bth inccnning 

and outgoing, with plblic officials, newspapers, academics, 'and religious groups 

and relates to Lemkin's struggle for supprt for the ratification of the genocide 

convention. Much of the correspondence is filed by country. The Writings-Auto- 

biography consist of outlines and summaries of "Unofficial Man" as well as holograph 

and typescript drafts of several chapters. The Writings--Genocide contain descriptions 

,of his projected three volume work on genocide, plus drafts of various chapters, 

and abundant notes, memranda,'reports, and other documents written by Lemkin and 

others on the subject of genocide,%e struggle for the ratification of the convention. 

Much of this material is fragmentary. The Printed material includes press releases 

and United Nations publications and reports. 
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Contents 

General Correspondence, 1947-1953 

General Correspondence, 1954-1959; n.d. 

U.S. Ccmnnittee for a United Nations Genocide Convention, 
1948-1952 

Argentina 

Blivia 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Demrk 

Dominican Replblic 

Ecuador 

Ehgland 

Ge-Y 

Guatemala 

Haiti 

Honduras 

Iceland 

India 

Indonesia 

Ireland 

Israel 

Italy 

Liberia 

Mexico 

Nicaragua 

Peru 

Switzerland 

Uruguay 

U.S.S.R./Ukraine 

Venezuela 

personal letters to Lemkin, 1948-1959 



PHOTOGRAPHS 

BIC- AND AUIOBICGRAFHICAL S m  OF =IN 

PUBLIC STATBWNTS & INTEEVIEWS 

SumMries & outlines 

Chapters 1 - 4 
Chapter 5 - end (incomplete) 
Drafts of chapter entitled "Geneva" 

Drafts of chapter entitled "Paris" 

Notebks--4 vols. 

Chapters I, 111, VI 

Chapter I1 

Chapter IV 

Chapter V 

Outlines & description of project 

Introduction to Part I 

Genocide in Soc./Psycho./Anthro./Econ. Impact on Culture 
Genocide as Socially Approved Behavior 

Psychological Scars 
International Law 

Antiquity 

Belgian Congo 

Jews in Poland/Jews in Russia 

Parsis 

~erbs/~lavs 

m a  

South Africa 

Stedinger 

Suwaroff; European concentration camps 

T a m i a  

Ukraine/Soviet genocide 

Genocide Convention 

Threats to the Genocide Convention (Draft Code of 
Offenses; Nuremburg Principles; etc.) 



Threats to the Genocide Convention--Chinese Revision 

U.S. and the Genocide Convention 

Draft French -let 

Argentine danestic law 

Notebks 

Notes (unsorted) 

Notes (possibly belonging to ~lexander ~abriel) 

CLIPPINGS 

P m E D  M A m m  

U.N. Sukccmnission of Revention of Discrimination 
and Protection of Minorities 

U.N. reports (Draft Convention for the Prevention 
and Punishment of Genocide; Nuranburg Principles; 
Draft Code of Offences Against the Peace and Security 
of Mankind) 

U.N.--press releases 

Printed material, 1946-1950 

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of 
Genocide, United Nations, 1950 

Printed material, 1951-1959 

Memorandum of the Italian Government on the Situation 
in Abyssinia, n.d. 
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