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Waldemar Jochelson (1855-1937), the Russian ethnographer known for his
studies of the Aleut, Koryak, Yukaghir, and Yakut peoples,6wns born and educated
in Vilna. As a student he joined the revolutionary populist and terrorist organ-
ization, the People's Will (Narodnaya Volya), was arrested in 1884 and sentenced
to three years imprisonment and ten years exile in Siberia. While there Jochelson
and fellow revolutionaries Waldemar Bogoras and lev Sternberg devoted their attention
to to the native population, producing some of the first studies of the indigenous
tribes., Their work. 5o impressed the authorities that they were allowed to participate
in the Sibiriakov Fxpedition (1894-95) to the Yakut provinces of northeastern Siberia
sponsored by the Imperial Russian Geographic Society. Jochelson remained in Siberia
after his term of exile expired to continue his work. He participated in the Jesup
Morth Pacific Fxpedition {1900-02) sponsored by the fmerican Huseum of Natural History
and the Riaboushinsky Expedition (1909-11) to Kamchatka and the Aleutian Islands.
Beginning in 1912 he held various positions in the Russian Academy of Sciences and
the Museum of Anthropology and Ethnolepgy and was made profe:sor of ethnology at the
University of Leningrad after the Revolution. Jochelson emigrated to the United
States in 1922 where he was acsociated with the American Museum of Natural History and
the Carnegie Institute. Much of his later life was spent refining his work on the
Aleut language and preparing a study of the Kamchadal people.

The Jochelson Papers consist of ethnological nnd linguistic materials on the
Aleut and Kamchadal peoples. The Aleutian material includes the texts of 81 folk
tales collected by Jochelson during the Riaboushinsky Expedition, with interlinear
literal translation and appended free translation in English, his unpublished "Essay
On the Grammar of the Aleutisn lLanguzge,' two shorter studies on fleut grammar, and
his card file Aleut-Russian/Russian-Aleut diction-ry. Accompanying Jochelson's work
is a critical study of his "Fssay" prepared by Ftrel Aginsky in 1933 as a Master's
thesis and her card file Aleut-English dictionary. The Kamchadal material consists
of Jochelson's card file Kamchadal Rur=ian/Rursian-Kamchadal dictionary, a typescript
draft of his unpublished monograph on the Kamchadals and the Kamchntka Peninsula, a
Kamchadal-English vocabulary, 48 photographs taken by Jochelson during the Riaboushinsky
Expedition, and the texts of 41 Kamchadal folk tales collected during the expedition
with interlinear literal translation and appecnded free Fnglish translation, Both the
Aleutian and Kamchadal texts re accompanied by an intreduction »nd summary preprred
by Roman Jakobson. The Kamchadal tales have been pnblished as Kamchadal Texts Collected
By Waldemar Jochelson by Dean Stoddsard Worth {(Mouton & Co., 1961). The Aleutian texts
are presently being preprred for publication. The remainder of the collection consists
of several manuscripts, typescripts, and reprints of essays by Jochelson, mestly in
Russian, including memcirs of his revolutionary activities and early years in Siberia,
and a manuscript-map of Siberia.




Waldemar Jochelson Papers

Container List

Box Contents
1 Aleutian folk tales, #1-40
2 Aleutian folk tales, #41-81
3 Essays on Aleutian grammar
L Aleut-Russian dictionary (Jochelson)
5 Russian~-Aleut dictionary (Jochelson)

Aleut-English dictionary (Ethel Aginsky)

6 "Kamchadals and the Kamchatka Feninsula" typescript
Kamchadal-English vocabulary
Photographs
Kamchadal folk tales

7 Duplicates of Kamchadal material
8 Essays (English and Kussian)

Map
9 Russian-Kamchadal dictionary

10 Kamcliadal-Russian dictionary
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