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Thomas A:& Catherine D. Janvier  Papers 

Biographical Sketch 

Thomas Allibone Janvier ,  journa l i s t  and author,  was born i n  Philadelphia on 

July 16, 1849. He began h i s  ca ree r  i n  e d i t o r i a l  work f o r  various Philadelphia 

newspapers, and i n  1878 he married Catherine Ann Drinker. Drinker, a pa in te r  and 

author ,  was born i n  Philadelphia i n  1841. The daughter of sea  capta in  Sandwith 

Drinker, she l i v e d  i n  Hong Kong from an e a r l y  age u n t i l  1857 when Capt. Drinker 

died and the family returned t o  the United S t a t e s .  

The Janv ie r s  t r ave l l ed  extens ively  i n  Mexico, England and France and much of 

t h e i r  work was insp i red  by t h e i r  experiences i n  these countries.  Thomas Janvier  

wrote a guide book t o  Mexico (The Mexican Guide, 1886) and severa l  f i c t i o n a l  works 

r e l a t e d  t o  Mexico. The Janviers  l ived  i n  New York when they were i n  the country 

but  i n  1883 they l e f t t h e  United S t a t e s  f o r  a seven-year v i s i t  t o  England and 

France. While l i v i n g  i n  Provence the  Janviers  became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Provencal 

culture and acquainted with the  Provencal writers Fe l ix  Gras and Mis t ra l ,  among 

others .  Thomas Janvier wrote severa l  s t u d i e s  of the region and i ts people including 

h b a s s y  t o  Provence, 1893 and Christmas Kalends of Provence, 1902. Catherine 

Janvier  t r ans la ted  severa l  works by Gras, thereby introducing American readers  t o  

the  Provencal l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t i o n .  

The Janviers  wrote f requent ly  f o r  Harper's and Thomas Janvier  a l s o  wrote 

severa l  works on New York h i s t o r y .  During t h e i r  t r a v e l s ,  the Janviers  co l l ec ted  

manuscripts, pamphlets and o the r  pr in ted  works r e l a t e d  t o  Provence and t o  Elexico. 

They donated many of  these works to  the  New York Public Library. 

Thomas Janvier  died i n  1913 and Catherine Ann Drinker Janvier  d ied  i n  1922. 

Scope & Content 

The Janvier  Papers cons i s t  of correspondence, papers r e l a t e d  t o  the Provencal 

movemen't and t o  Mexico, miscellaneous papers and Spanish & kfexican manuscripts. 

The Correspondence (1877-1908) is divided i n t o  general  correspondence and 

subject  correspondence. The general  correspondnece includes letters t o  and 

from the P n v i e r s  regarding publishing arrangements and s o c i a l  matters .  Also 

included a r e  t en  letters (1856-1862) from Townsend Harris, f i r s t  U.S. diplomatic 
representa t ive  to  Japan, t o  Catherine Ann Drinker (Mrs. Thomas Janvier  ) , r e l a t i n g  



h i s  experiences and observations. There a r e  a l so  several  l e t t e r s  from Claude M. 

Thomas of the U.S. Consulate a t  Marseilles. Subject correspondence r e l a t e s  t o  

Provens and to  Nexica and is  f i l e d  i n  those subject  f i l e s .  

Papers r e l a t i ng  t o  the Provencal movement (1894-1908) include notes , printed 

matter and, most notably, correspondence with Provencal authors and poets. These 

include l e t t e r s  from Frederic Mistral ,  Felix Gras, Gaston Jourdame, and one l e t t e r  

from Jules Ronjat. 

Naterial  r e l a t i ng  t o  Mexico (1886-1895) includes correspondence, notes,  printed 

matter and two votive paintings on tin(undated) . Correspondents include A. F.A. 

Bandelier (2  l e t t e r s )  and Don Joaquin Garcia Icazbalceta. Correspondence between 

1%onias Janvier and Don Joaquin Icazbalceta, Mexican h i s to r ian ,  publisher and col- 

l e c to r ,  dates  from 1891 t o  1893. It is  located i n  a s l ipcase  which a l so  inclues 

Garcia Icazbalce ta ' s autograph introduction ( incomplete ) t o  h i s  "Nueva Collecion de 

Documentos para L a  His tor ia  de'MexicoU. Thomas Janvie r ' s  notebooks of material 

col lected for  h i s  s i d e  t o  Mexico a r e  a l s o  located i n  a separate s l ipcase .  

Miscellaneous papers include notes and printed matter. Notes taken by Janvier 

f o r  h i s  New York h i s to r i e s  make up the bulk of these papers. 

The Spanish and Mexican manuscripts col lected by the Janviers  date  from the 

17th and 18th centur ies .  They include tax lists and e s t a t e  papers, but have not 

been f u l l y  cataloged. A list of " t i t l e s "  appears i n  the attached box list. 

NOTE Please consult the survey f i l e  f o r  addi t ional  Catherine D. Janvier l e t t e r s  - 
i n  our col lect ions  



Thomas A. & Catherine D. Janvier Papers 

Box List 

Box Number 

1 

Oversize folder 

Contents 

Correspondence * 
Provencal Movement 
Efexic~ 
Miscellaneous Papers 

Correspondence (Townsend Harris letters only) 

Spanish & Mexican Manuscripts 
Ju i sd iz  de Zamora ... Mexico-List of Taxes, 1737 
Mexico - Papers re: Estate of Bishop Francisco 

Pablo Hatheo, 1744 
Spain - Ordenanzas: vol.1, 1674-1603 

v01.2, 1708-1713 

Mexico - Instrucciones... 1794 
Relacion General du Producto y Valor ... ordered by 
the Marques de Casa Fuerte, Mexico 

Seven Nexican Notebooks (in one slipcase ) 
Icazbalceta 

NOTE: For all of the Townsend Harris letters, please order Box 1 and the Oversize folder. - 

*Naterial added: 4/1991 
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