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FRANCIS VINTON GREENE - BIOGRAPHY

Francis Vinton Greene (1850 - 1921), was a soldier, business executive,
author and Police Commissioner of the city of New York.

Greene received his early education at Trinity School, N.Y., and Burlington
College, N.J. He graduated head of his class at West Point in 1870, After two
years on duty in the mountains of N.C., he spent four with the International
Boundary Commission marking the northern border of the U.S. In 1877 the govern-
ment sent him to Russia as Military Attaché to accompany the Russian army in the
field in the war against Turkey. Greene received three decorations from the
Czar, and on his return wrote a military history of the war that was regarded as
"a standard work on the subject." When duties permitted Greene continued to
write; among his books are: "Army Life in Russia,"” "The Revolutionary War" and
"The Mississippi Campaigns in the Civil War."

From 1879 to 1885 Greene was Chief Assistant to the Engineer Commissioner
of the District of Columbia and in charge of the public works of the district.
From August 1885 to January 1886, he was an instructor in the Department of
Practical Military Engineering at West Point. Greene was on leave from January
1886 to December of that year, when he resigned from the army and went into
business. In 1889 Greene joined the National Guard of New York as Major and
Engineer of the first brigade and in 1892 was elected Colonel of the 71st
Regiment.

For his services duriing the Spanish - American war, Greene was made a
Major - General of volunteers on August 13, 1898. 1In September of 1898 he
returned to the U.S. and was assigned to command a division of the seventh
army corp, then stationed in Georgia, but was soon sent to Havana, Cuba, having
been selected governor of the city. Greene declined the assigmment and resigned
from the volunteer army on February 28, 1899. At this time Greene went back

into business.

continued



FRANCIS VINTON GREENE - BIOGRAPHY cont'd.

In 1903 Mayor Seth Low appointed Greene Police Commissioner. After his

term of one year, Greene resumed business relations with several important
organizations. In 1915 he moved from Buffalo to New York City, and from that

year until the time of his death his business activity was only that of

consulting engineer.

General Greene was married in 1879 at Washington to Miss Belle Chevallie”

and had five children.
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Box 1., Letters, 1874-192]1 & n.d. (arranged chronologically)

[This file is mainly letters received. There are a few
letters by Greene in autograph draft or in carbon copy
scattered especially after 1900. SEE: Alphabetical Index
to Letters]

Box 2. Correspondence with Theodore Roosevelt, 18951918

[ SEE: separate listing at end of inventory ]

Letters from Maj.-Gen. Emory Upton (1839-81) to Greene, 1877-80

A,L.S., 1877 Aug. 18, E,U,, at Fort Monroe, Va., 4 p.
(w/ two typed transcripts)

A.L.S., 1877 Dec. 11, E.U,, &t Fort Monroe, Va., 4 p.
(w/ two typed transcripts)

A.L.S., 1878 Apr 15, E.U., at Fort Monroe, Va., & p.
(w/ two typed transcripts)

A.L.S., 1879 Jan. 25, E.U,, at Fort Monroe, Va., 7 p.
(w/ two typed transcripts)

A.L.S., 1879 Oct, 3, E,U,, at Fort Monroce, Va., 7 p.
(w/ two typed transcripts)

A.L.S., 1880 Feb. 25, E,U., at Fort Monroe, Va., 4 p.
(w/ two typed transcripts)

Transcripts of Letters from William Tecumseh Sherman to Greene
(with a few replies from Greene)

[ originals of these letters are in separate volume;
SEE: p. p5 for listing of original letters ]

Box 3. Family Letters, 1837-94

Francis Vinton Greene to his parents,
1863-66, 1871-81, 1894, n.d. (& fragments) (21 folders)

Francis Vinton Greene to his brothers & sister;
1864-65, 1877 (1 folder)

Charles F. Greene (brother) to Francis Vinton Greene,
1862, 1865
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Box 3. Family Letters...(cont'd.)

George Sears Greene (father) to other than family,
1837, 1856 (1 folder)

[N.B., Only two letters in this group: to Col. James
Gadsden, 18 Apr. 1837, from Sylvanus Thayer about
Greene; and from Thayer to Greene, 18 Jun. 1856]

George Sears Greene (father) to his wife and to Francis V. Greene,
1862-63 (1 folder)

George Sears Greene, Jr., to his father,
1866 (1 folder)

Martha Barrett (Dana) Greene (mother) to Francis V. Greene, etc,
1865-66, 1870 (1 folder)

Samuel Dana Greene to his brother, Francis Vinton Greene,
1863 (1 folder)

Sarah W, Phelan (aunt) to Francis Vinton Greene,
1863 (1 folder)

Box 4. Papers Relating to His Military Service in Spanish-American War

1898, May (1 folder)
" Jun. (1 folder)
"o, Jul. (1 folder)
", Aug. (1 folder)
"
' gﬁ%: ;g_ Field orders issued by Brig.-Gen. Greene during

the attack on Manila; and copies of cables to/
from Waghington about the situation in the
Philippines. Carbon copies in Standard Series
Duplicating Book. (1 folder)

", Aug. 14 Articles of gapitulation of Manila. Original
draft by Greene w/ supporting documents. (1 folder)

" Aug. 19-29 Correspondence of Greene while Intendent General
(Minister of Finance) of the Philippines. (1 folder)

", Sept. (1 folder)
", Sept., Original draft of Report on the Philippines
by Greene. (1 folder)
", Oct. (1 folder)
" Nov. (1 folder)
", Dec. (1 folder)
", - Accounts. (1 folder)
1899 (1 folder)
1900 (1 folder)
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Box 5. Speeches of Francis Vinton Greene

1898, Jul. &
Address as Commander of the 2nd Philippine Expedition en
route to Manila. Typescript (carbon), &4 p.

[1899-19042]
Introduction of Elihu Root, Secretary of War
Typescript (carbon), 2 p.

1899 3 Jan,.’"
"The Duty of the Church in Our New Possessions". To the
Church Club, Providence, R.I. Typescript (carbon), 12 p.

1899, Apr.
"America's Duty in the Philigpines'', To the Methedist Church
Club, New York. Typescript, 8 p. (3 copies)

1900, Jan. 31
"Canals", At the dinner of the Board of Trade and Transportatiocn,
New York. Typescript, 14 p. ‘

1900, Mar. 10
"The Improved Canal and Its Results'". At the Chamber of Commerce,
‘New York. Typescript, 8 p.

1900, Mar. 13
"The Soldier's Bible". At West Point at the annual presentation
of bibles to the graduating class, Printed flyer, 8 p.

1900, Jul.5
To the County Committee. Campaign speech. Printed flyer, 12 p.

1900, Sept. 14
Campaign address at Cooper Union, New York. Typescript, 4 p.
and prompt sheets, 15 p.

1900, Oct. 15 .
Campaign speech at Camp McKinley. Typescript (carbon), 3 p.

1900, Oct. 26
Campaign address at Madison Square Garden, New York.
Typescript (carbon), 3 p.

1900 4 NOV *
"The East Side in Politics". Address to the workers of
the 8th Dist. Typescript, 3 p.
1900, Nov. 1
Campaign address at the 2lst Assembly Dist., Richmond Hall.
Prompt sheets, 6 p.
1903, Apr.
"The Commercial Supremacy of New York'". At the dinner of
the Chamber of Commerce, Buffalo. Typescript, 16 p.
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Box 5. Speeches of Francis Vinton Greene (cont'd)

1904, Jan. 10
At Buffalo, N.Y. Typescript (carbon), 7 p.

1904, Oct.
"The Republican Party''. At a mass meeting in Convention Hall,
Buffalo., Typescript, 25 p.; another version, 4 p.

1905, Mar, 15
"The Age of Busineas™. To the Business Men's Assoc., Jamestown,
New York, Clipping from the Jamestown Morning FPost.

1907, Jan, 10
"Niagara Power and Its Relations to the Future of Ontario'".
At Toronto, before the Empire Club of Canada. Pamphlet 13 pe

1910, Feh. 22
"The Situation in the Orient'. At the Canadian Club, St.
Catharines, Ontario. Pamphlet, 20 p.

1914, Mar. 5
"Skobeleff, a Talk with the Officers at the War College™.
Typeseript (carben), 36 p.

1915 [Feb.-Mar.?]
At Japan Society Dinner. Typescript (carbon), 12 p.

1915 Feb. 22
At dinner of the Liutenants Benevolent Assoc., N.Y.C. Police
Dept. Typescript, 9 p.

1915, Feb, 22
At review of the 8th Coast Defence Command, Coast Artillery Corp,
N.G.N.Y,, at their armory, S4th St. & Park Ave, N.Y.C., Type-
seript, 7 pe

1915 [Mar.-Apr?]
At Charity Organization Society (?), Buffalo., Typescript (carbon),
7 p.

1915, Mar. 20
At the Republican Club, N.Y.C. Typescript, 26 p.

191?, Apr. 6
"Our Part in the War", At Y. M.C.A, [NoY.C.?J. Clipping (mounted)’
16 leaves.

1918, May 21
At the Centennial Anniv. of the New York Institution for the
Instruction of the Deaf and Dumb, at Fanwood, N.Y. Holograph, 9 p.
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Box 5.

Writings by Francis Vinton Greene

1869, Dec.
'""Egsay on the Monroe Doctrine and the French Intervention
in Mexico". Written at West Point. Carbon typescript, 18 p. 8mo.

1877, Jul.
"Recollections of the War Department, Jun. 1876 - Jun. 1877'.
Written on the steamer en route to Russia. Holograph, 12 leaves h4to.

[1883 - SEE description under Manuscript Volumes...)

1899, Mar. & Apr.
""The Capture of Manila'.
Clipping from The Century Magazine (Mar. & Apr. 1899, p. 785-791,
915-935)

1901
"The United States Army"
Printed copy clipped from unidentified periodical.

1907
"Charles A. Dana - Sphinx"
Review of The Life of Charles A. Dana, by James Harrison
Wilson, Harper & Bros., 1907. Holograph, 28 p. w/ typescript
copy, 3 p.
1908
"The Inception of the Barge Canal Project", Carbon typeacript,
14 p. Published in Buffalo Hist. Soc., Oct. 1908,

1918 _
"The Channel Tunnel" .
Printed copy clipped from The Yale Review, Jul. 1918, p. 727-741

Ne d.o
[Bdmund von Machd
Biographical sketch [by Greene?]. Carbon typescript, 3 p.

n. d-
Introduction to [Life of Grant]
Holograph, 8 p.

n. de.
"The War of 1812. Pt. 3". Holograph, 22 p. W/ two typescript copies.
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Box 6. Miscellaneous Papers

(by date):
1906-15 (1 folder)
n. d. (1 folder)

(by subject):
Accounts, 1877, in Berlin, w/ "passengers' tract chart'". (1 folder)

Army appointments (1 folder)

Biographical sketch of Francis Vinton Greene, by S.E. Tillman,
entitled: "Francis Vinton Greene, No. 2312. Class 1870".
Carbon typescript, 16 p. (1 folder)

Burlington College. Flyer, 1865; songs & verses by students, 12 p.

Business papers relating to Upstate New York electric power
_ companies, 1913 (1 folder)

Certificate conferring on Greene the Order of the White Eagle, 29 Aug.
1919 [in French] w/ letter of transmittal on ltrhd of the Legation
of the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes, dtd. 31 Dec. 1919.

Garfield, James Abram. Memorial Service in Hse. of Regresentatives,
27 Feb. 1882, Printed card containing portrait of Yarfield. (1 folder)

Genealogical notes on Greene family history: "Notes for Colonel
F.V, Greene, 1894", 1 leave (1 folder)

Grant, Ulysses S., 1822-85. Two A.NotesSigned by Grant, 13 Dec. 1876
and 7 Feb. 1877 brought from a cabinet meeting by Secretary of War
J. Donald Cameron; A.NoteS. by Grant at Mt. McGregor, 15 Jun. 1885;
two photographic portraite of Grant taken in 1876; clipping of
articles from McClure's Magazine (May 189k), "Personal Traits of
General Grant"; copy of letter by Grant "To the Members of the
Cabinet" dtd. “ash, D.C., 13 Oct. 1869; invitation from President
and Mrs. Grant inviting Greene to dinner, dtd. Nov, 22, 1876
(holograph). (SEE also: F.V. Greene's "The Omportant I regggent
in the Art of War...' under Manuscript Volumes... )f < G fgiglder‘)’w

Greene, George Sears, 1801-99 (father of F.V.G.). Personal accounts,
1823-27 (1 folder)

Greene, George Sears, 1801-99...Printed memorial to Greene by the
Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States, dtd.
New York, Jan. 31, 1900, Pamphlet. Also, printed rendering of
Greene's eatate at Warwick, R.I. dtd. 1900. (1 folder)

Index of Orders and Letters, Jul, 16, 1870 - Jan. 12, 1886, 9 leaves.

Map. "China, Japan and the Far East Visited in 1912", (1 folder)

Memorandum by Greene of trip to Vicksburg, Miss. to visit the battle-
field there, Jul. 18-30, 1882, 6 p. (SEE: ltr from Greene to
Chas. Scribner dtd. Jul. 15, 1882 in Letters file).
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Miscellaneous Papers (cont!'d)

Memorandum by Greene for the Chief of Staff on the West Point
Military Academy, Dec. 1913, 14 p. (1 folder)

Memorandum of agreement between Francis Vinton Greene and the
Charity Organization Society, Feb., 15, 1915. Carbon typescript,
4 p. (1 folder)

Memorandum Concerning the Army Re-Organization Bill. Carbon type-
seript, 12 p. (1 folder)

Photographs - Alexander II (of Russia) (2 photos)
- Reoux, Commander of Turkish troops, 1877
Capt. Carl Warberg, Swedish military attache
Maj. Villaume, General Staff, German Army (1 folder)

Ribbons for decorations (1 folder)

U.S. Senate & Hse. of Representatives. Passes to the visitor's
gallery (1907) signed by T.C. Platt, Herbert Parsons, and
Chauncey Depew. (1 folder)

Washington Monument Dedication, Feb. 5, 1885. Certificate appointing
Greene '"Marshall of the Day", signed by Philip Henry Sheridan,
Civl War general. {1 folder)

West Point. Papers in re Greene's appointment to West Point, 1865-66.
(1 folder)

Photograph of Francis Vinton Greene with Japanese envoy, Feb. 27,
1915 on arrival at Greene's house in Buffalo. (1 folder)

Clippings. Press reviews of ''The Revolutionary War and the Military
Policy of the United States', by Francis Vinton Greene (pub. 1911)
(1 folder)

Clippings, 1895-1921. (1 folder)
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Manuscript Volumes and Slipcases

"Confidential Memoranda", 28 Jun 1876 - 20 Jun, 1877, Office of the
Secretary of War. Daybook kept by Greene during his tenure in
the office., Numerous inter-departmental memos and notes tipped (or
pasted) in. 309 p. Blue buckram £°.

Diary kept by Lieut. Francis Vinton Greene on a trip to Yellowstone Park,
Jul. 29 - Aug. 18, 1875, accompanied by Lieut. Quinton of the 7th Infantry,
Sergeant Anderson, two privates, and three pack horses. 140 p. Blue
buck. slipcase, :

Diary kept by Francis Vinton Greene, May 12-Dec 31, 1898, of his service
in U.S5. Army, Camp Black, N.Y. to Florida, to San Francisco, to Manila,
to Japan, to Washington w/ memoranda relating to the army, expenses, etc,
In Pacific Coast Diary for 1898. Blue buck. slipcase, 16mo.

U.S. Northern Boundary Survey. Sketches, 1872-76, by a member of the
survey expedition. ca.45 leaves. Blue buck. slipcase.

U.S. Northern Boundary Survey. Letters, 1873-74, from Francis Vinton
Greene to his parents., ca.l45 items. Blue buckram slipcase.

"The Important Improvement in the Art of War during the Past Twenty Years
and Their Probable Effect on Future Military Operations', by Capt. Francis
Vinton Greene, Corps of Engineers [18837?]. Two printed copies of the
article. Annotated by General Grant w/ letter from William Tecumseh
Sherman to Greene (Apr. 19, 1883) tipped in. Ea. article 54 p. Blue
buck. slipcase.

Sherman, William Tecumseh. Letters, 1877-88 from Sherman to Greene. 1In
blue buck. slipcase. (SEE: listing on p. of this inventory).

Greene, Nathanael. Orderly Book, Jul. 5 - Aug. 15, 1776, containing
the general orders of Maj.-Gen. Nathanael Greene and the regimental
orders of the 12th RBegiment of the Continental Army commanded by
Col. Moses Little. 77 leaves, 8mo. Blue buck. slipcase.
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Printed Volumes

[Bever, Samuell]. The Cadet, A Military Treatise by an Officer,
Second edition. London, W, Johnston, 1762. 8mo.

Hubner, John. A New Introduction to the Political History of All Nations,
Treating of the Four Monarchies in Their Proper Order...Translated into
English from the High Dutch. Iondon, R, Withy & J. Ryall, 1756. Brown

buck. Smo.

Machiavel, Nicholas., The Art of War in Seven Books. Albany, Henry C.
Southwick, 1815. Half morocco, 8mo.

<
Stuben, Baron de. Regulations for the Order and Discipline of the
ATroops of the United States...Boston, I. Thomas and E.T. Andrews,

1794, 8mo.

[Turenne, Marshall]., Military Memoirs and Maxims of Marshal Turenne,
by A[dam] Williamson. London, J. & P. Knapton, 1744, 8mo.
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