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Gl3lHGE iUE1NE - BIOGRAPHY 

George Kleine (1864-1931) began h i s  c a r e e r  by opening 
* 

wflere he d e a l t  i n  l an te rn  s l i d e s ,  s tereopt icons  and o p t i c a l  

K l e i n e  took over the  agency for one of t h e  f i r s t  p ro jec to r s  

a s t o r e  in Chicago, 

instruments. I n  1896 

ever  b u i l t .  It was 

the  "mgniscope," which through l e g a l  entanglements, soon got out of h i s  control .  

Kleine then made a t r i p  t o  West Orange, N . J . ,  where T h m s  A.  Edison was a l ready 

w e l l  started i n  the  business. Kleine watched t h e  Fdison projec t ing "kinetoscope" 

in ac t ion ,  l iked  its looks, and placed wholesale o rders  f o r  one a t  a t i m e .  

I n  a par tnership  with Samuel b n g  and F'rank Marvin, he kegan producing 

p i c t u r e s  on a small  scale in canpe t i t ion  with the g i a n t s  of  t h e  day: Biograph, 

Essany, Vitagraph, Lubin, Sel ig ,  Melies and Pathe. H e  w a s  a l s o  d i r e c t i n g  a 

f lour i sh ing  f i l m  agency when t h e  cour t s  decis ion aga ins t  S e l i g  f o r  in f r ing ing  

on M i s o n ' s  pa ten t s  was announced. Kleine won t h e  support of  a l l  the  l eaders  

except t h e  Biqraph heads and formed the  Motion P ic tu tes  Patents  Canpimy, a11 

under t h e  con t ro l  of Elison. 

Kleine was t h e  f i r s t  t o  import the  I t a l i a n  p i c t u r e  "Quo Vadis" and was 

responsible f o r  negot ia t ing  for t h e  l a s t  g r e a t  p r i z e  f i g h t  t h a t  could be 

shown l e g a l l y  on an American screen.  T h i s  was the bout between Jack Johnson 

and Jin~ J e f f r i e s .  I n  1916 Kleine signed a $150,000. con t rac t  with Miss 

B i l l i e  Burke t o  m k e  "Glor ia ' s  Romance, " a super-ser ia l .  That sane year 

Kleine was able t o  g e t  Flax Linder o u t  of  ret irement and team him with Char l ie  

Chaplin. Both f i lms  were box o f f i c e  f a i l u r e s .  

A s  Klehe's unsuccessfulness as a producer progressed, h i s  interests 

focused on d i s t r i b u t i o n  and formed George Kleine Caupany and Kleine Optical  

C m p n y .  The Kleh~e Opt ica l  Co. w a s  owned 100% by George Kleine and its 

opera t ions  handled t h e  r e n t a l  of project ion apparatus and o t h e r  accessor ies  

f o r  new films. The film business ( r e n t a l  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  f i lms  ) 

was handled e n t i r e l y  uncler t h e  name George Kleine. 

* a double magic l an te rn  arranged t o  c m b i n e  two h g e s  of the same o b j e c t  or 
scene upon a screen, so as t c ~  produce t h e  appearance of s o l i d i t y .  



The collection cons i s t s  primarily of ledgers, journals and registers  

of the George Kleine cmpany. These contain detailed rental  accounts giving 

names of exhibitors, town where located, titles of films rented and rental 

prices; general production costs, including advertising, circulars, posters, 

music and insurance. There are  Ledgers concerning the Kleine Optical Campany 

which handled the projection apparatus and other accessories for new films. 

Also included are  university and college film rental  reports, weekly balance 

sheets of production of "Gloria's Rmmce" and approximately eighty movie 

posters. 



&;umber 5. Csnernl Ledfinr. Jnnunry 1,' 1917 to i)r?ccmbor 31, 

1917- 
 umber -- 7. Journnl. Jnnunry 1, 1913 t o  llecembur 31, 1913. 

/ Lwnbor 8. Journnl. January I, 1916 t o  Ju ly  31, 1915. 

/ -- ?lumber 38. Trnnaferrpd Journal.  Aorcmber 1, 1918 t o  Raptom- 
ber 1916, 

Ledger,  l i o t i n g  the inaone and cxpena& conncctcd w i t h  the  d i a t r f -  

but ion  of various films." 



Muety Suffer (lonerly, Berina B, ond Dmgcr 8ignalr 

rentn.1 ohnrqes nrs entered an aunOornnxy ns reportad by brmoh exonangas 

i 
\ #  _Mumbor_ .-4& ACBrnobion Uanfirol Ledger, 1816 o.nd 1010, T h i n  book 

oantaine v ~ x i o u a  subjentln inoluding~t Qolden I-lefttlej Judge l fot ;  O t l s  1101 

Vendetta; Womnn Next Door; Orimeon Oluq nartered Liveel Upendhhriftl 

Wild Ontn. 



!'?an 'Trnnciaoo, r'santtlo, 7t. L o u i s ,  nnd Toronto. 
I 

4 --- Number 81. ].edger - Furch?.ae ( t rnnefcr ) .  Gcorpe  l ' l s ine  nnd 

Kleine Opticnl  Company. 1913, 1914, 1915, 1916, 1917. Colrtcntn : 

'.ccorrnta, c o s t  of pouftive filmo pr intod  f o r  a m i t y  %ir t o  all 

brsnchee, a l s o  c o a t  o f  ndver t  isin& postarny and other ndt l l t ionnl  

fs- . turo films dietributed by Ceor(1a Kleine e x c h m ~ e s ~  ihflric Sk in ;  

C h i l d r e r l  of Tve; Cntopnw; @ t o ,  hlsa c o n t ~ i n s  no count^ n l t h  

vnrioue printing f lrrno, eleotrotypcra, :Iiolrrnph CO. Thin l o r l ~ e r  

I-, No. Ba - Le( lg~r ,  1 1 - 9 1  Inoludihg l l b s r 8 y  bonds bought f o r  
end ~ o . l r l  t o  employes on weekly pnyments. 



Ilumber 108. 3rlLran Re[{io ter.  'Jorld F i l m  ~ o r ~ o r a t i o n ,  
-. - , t.+- - % - .  

-_.- . . r. 

J- no. G - ~eae;sr, ~ l s i n e  crpiioA m., um61tm3. 

1 . 2  Oencrnl ledger Klfllne n p t l o a l  O o , ,  Jan. 31, 1908 - Jan. 
31, 1010 

/l:umber -- 1G1. JUaine Vpt icn l  Company - .lacounto l lecrivnbla nnli 
I 

Serlcral L e d ~ e r ,  1916-1917. 



\!fimber 203. Ledger. *!arch 1915 t o  June 1915. Chiongo 

!Jrnnoh Film J3xchnnge. This lod(~ .er  cun t?.ine recortla of film 

P e n t a l e  t o  thnatrae out of the Chicngo cxal~nnge. 

4- 110. 311 - Large lroqvy volume wookly report forms, sspenan noaaunts 
from branohee bo exsoutioe o f f h e ,  1817, 

Lnrge hcwvy volun~e weekly report JOTIOR, expenee a.ooaunte 
fxom bro~mhao  t o  e x e a u t i v e  o f f  ioe, 1910. 

Ledwr oontalning r e t a i l  renOa1 o h n r ~ e s  t o  thentree. Undsr 
N A V i n d  a.rrny r e n t o l e  t o  m r  cswpa i n  U, B, A. in 1910r 
Aoaounte w i t h  t h a n t r e e  showlng the  b o t n l  o f  m.oh f i l m  
r c r n t ~ l  dhnrger clOther ohnrgea h d l ~ h t b  ahnrge for p08ter l ,  
 photograph^ and othaf aoasaeoriae,  
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