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See attached sheets

Special Formats [Photographs (QMaps {QAudio Tapes IFilms (J Graphics
QArtifacts 3Machine-readable records
JOther (list)

Temporary catalog card added entries *
Kleine Optical Co.}{ Motion Picture

Industry; Moving Picture Projectors;

Moving Plctures - Distribution; Moving Accessioned by LR

Pictures - Production and Direction;
Date 92486

"Gloria's Rowance." ' N )



GEORGE KLEINE -~ BIOGRAPHY

George Kleine (1864-1931) began his career by opening a store in Chicago,
where he dealt in lantern slides, stereopticons*and optical instruments. In 189%6
Kleine took over the agency for one of the first projectors ever built. It was
the "magniscope," which through legal entanglements, soon got out of his control.
Kleine then made a trip to West Orange, N.J., where Thomas A. Edison was already
well started in the business. Kleine watched the BEdison projecting "kinetoscope"
in action, liked its locks, and placed wholesale orders for one at a time.

In a partnership with Samuel Long and Frank Marvin, he began producing
pictures on a small scale in competition with the giants of the day: Biograph,
Essany, Vitagraph, Lubin, Selig, Melies and Pathe. He was also directing a
flourishing film agency when the courts decision against Selig for infringing
on Edison's patents was announced. Kleine won the support of all the leaders
except the Biograph heads and formed the Motion Pictures Patents Company, all
under the control of Edison.

Kleine was the first to import the [talian picture "Quo Vadis" and was
responsible for negotiating for the last great prize fight that could be
shown legally on an American screen. This was the bout between Jack Johnson
and Jim Jeffries. In 1916 Kleine signed a $150,000. contract with Miss
Billie Burke to make "Gloria's Romance," a super-serial. That same year
Kleine was able to get Max Linder out of retirement and team him with Charlie
Chaplin. Both films were box office failures.

As Kleine's unsuccessfulness as a producer progressed, his interests
focused on distribution and formed George Kleine Company and Kleine Optical
Company. The Kleine Optical Co. was owned 100% by George Kleine and its
operations handled the rental of projection apparatus and other accessories
for new films. The film husiness (rental and distribution of - films)

was handled entirely under the name George Kleine.

* a double magic lantern arranged to combine two images of the same object or
sEcene upon a screen, so as to produce the appearance of solidity.



GEORGE KLEINE - CONTENTS

The collection congists primarily of ledgers, journals and registers
of the George Kleine company. These contain detailed rental accounts giving
names of exhibitors, town where located, titles of films rented and rental
prices; general production costs, including advertising, circulars, posters,
rusic and insurance. There are ledgers concerning the Kleine Optical Company
which handled the projection apparatus and other accessories for new films.
Also included are university and ccllege film rental reports, weekly balance
sheets of production of "Gloria's Romance" and approximately eighty movie

posters.
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V(bL\,nqiy/ﬁumber 1. General lLedper.  Jnnuary 1, 1909 to December 31,

1912,

lumber 2. feneral lLedger.  Jonuary 1, 1913 to December 31,
1913,

Aumber 3. General Ledger.  January 1, 1914 to December 31,
1915,

y/number 4. Genernl Ledger, January 1, 1916 to Yecember 31,
1916, This inesludes the Billle Durke Serinl expense account,
Owen nvis, snlaries of stnrs, and other performers, T. Hnys Hunter,
poge 272, Geérge Kleine personal account, vnrious feature pictures,
etc.

V/;umber 5. neneral Ledger. Jnnunry 1, 1917 to December 31,

pulbimmin-tar e e

1917.
Rumber 7. Journal, Jnnuary 1, 1913 to December 31, 1913,

1/.Numbar 8. Journal, January 1, 1915 to July 31, 1915,

YMumber 9, Journnl, ‘upunt 1, 1915, to Mecember 31, 1917.

V/Number 33« Purchose Heglister, Septembar 1, 1917 to NDecamber
31, 1917, This book shows chargen for photographs covering all
nttractions, all manufacturers for vnrious branch exchnnpea.

V/Humber 37 finles Repinter., Jonuary 1, 1917 to July 1919,

¢ Number 38, Transferred Journal,

November 1, 1918 to Septem-
ber 1916-

V/ﬁumber 39. 1918, 1917, 1918, A so-onlled Attraction
Ledger, lieting the 1ncome‘and expennes comneccted with the distri-

bution of various films.”



Swsber 41, AbtSraotion Qontrol Ledger, 1918, Bubjeotst Innooence )

of Rfuth} Final Ourtainy Sonrlet Roady Love im King} Phillp Btrong}
Vendettn} Bong of the Boulj Beoret of Ringj Kingdom at Btnkej Anne

Baleyn; ond Kexican Armies,

Number A3, Oontrol ledger, 1016. Bubjeote; Oloria's Romanoe,

Musty Suffer Comedy, Beries B, snd Dnnger 8ignal.

V//ﬂumber AR, Attranction Ledger - COontrol Acoount, June 30, 1914 to

September 30, 19168, Film Eubjeotsl The Naeked Truth, Du Barry, and

Juliue Onesar.
./ Humber 44, Attraotion Oontrol Ledger., dJune 30, 1814 to Beptembeor

30, 1918, Bubjectsr Progren, Oommutersy and Napolsen and France.

Bumber 45, Attrrotion Quntrol Lédgor, 1915-1816. Bubjeotss Fixer}

Oreen Uloaky Venity Falrj Ontepaw) 8pendthrifty and Politiolans, Film
rentnl ohnrges axe entered as ountomnry as reported by branoh exchenges

looated in Key olties as noted,

" Humber 4G. At%raction Uontrol Ledger, 1216 and 1918. This book

ocontains various subjeots inoludingt Golden Reetle; Judge Hot Otis lloy
Vendette; Woman Next Door; Orimson Qlusj Bertered Livesj Bpendthrift)

send Money Master.

i/ Humber A7. Attrnction Q. .ntrol Ledgor, 1914, 1815, 1916, This in-

¢ludes eubjeotny) Mo Vndis, end Furopean Armias in Action, This 48 m

re-igous of Quo Vedis, the first relense having been made April 31, 1613,

. Tumber 48. Attramction Oondrol hedger, 191B-19168. This inoludes

the Sentimentnl Lady; The Dangsr Bignnl} Uusty Buffer Oomedles, SBeries
A} Magio 8kinj Unildren of Fve; Bond Womon; Biogrnph Bond Iesuey and
¥ild Oats,

v Bumber 43, Attractloh Jontrol Ledger. Q(eneral Fxpenses, 1914, 1918,

1QIU n'/’
/
Number 6O, Attranotion Oontrol Ledger, 1914, 1915, 181t, Bub.
jaotst Last Dnys of Pompeiij Who's Who in Bociety} and Officer of B8Y,



@/ .
l,r_*}jmnbfar 51, jttraotion Ledger -~ OJontrol, 1914, 1816, 1816, Bub- '

jecta; Petween Bavege and Tiger, Btop Thief, and Sparteous,

huM“6€k~59. ATTRACT Y o LCbgik - U%\q’iQ|§-'\Q\b.

~flumber 63, Attraotion Oontrol Ledger, 1818, Bubjectes Destroying

Angely Devil's Prayer Bookj and The Onmstles,

¢ Humber B4, Attraotion Qontrol Ladger, 1918, Subjeotn: Muaty

Buffer Qomediss, Beriss A} 8Bentimental Lady; Ohilldren of Fve,
Murv—ﬂ‘bﬁ\& _]Ll. L‘li“br‘\f: l ti;‘,,_\;)fga. ’\‘ch‘dr-)—‘s ‘2_11-&‘0;\6(-{(—}
IR AR R U ) W

v Humber 78, lLedpger., Dranch Office Uxpenses - Tranofer file,
1914 to 1917,

V/gumggglilg. lndper - “ranch Office Jxpenses, 1918, ‘iranches
in the following key cities: Atlnnta, Boston, Buffnlo, Chiengo,
GCineinnati, rlevelnnd, Dallns, Nenver, Netroit, Indiannpolis,
¥nnsne City, and los Angelaes,

//gyggber 80. Ladper, Branch Office Hxpenses, 1918, including
braneches in the following key citles: ‘1inmeapolia, fontrenl,

Yow York, I'aw Orleans, Thiladelphia, FPittsburg, 8a21t’' Inke City,

8an ¥Yrancisco, Seattle, St. Louls, and Toronto.

vV Humber 81. lL.adger - Turchnse (transfer). firorpe I'leine and
Kleine Optieal Company. 1913, 1914, 1915, 1916, 1917. Contents:
"“ccounts, cost of positive films printed for Vanity Fnir to nll
branchee, also cont of ndvertising postars; and other additional
fenture filme distributed by Georpge Kleine exchanpges:y lingle Sking
Children of 7vajy Cntespawy eto. Alaoc contrins nccoqnts with
vnrious printing firms, slectrotypers, Nlopraph Co., Thie ledger
containe two sets of nlphabeticnl indexes.

i B¥eF NO, B3, - ledier, 1918-1918, tnoludibg libersy bonds bought for
end sold tq employes on weekly paymenta, ’

/ BeRK §0, 84 - Goorge Rleine ledger, g0 VADISK, 1913,

"i
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| ! PO TR e 17 e ma g e vages €0 T whAgh vaTe ,

} ‘with World Film Gorporation, April 38, 1019 %o November 15, 1919.
V/ﬁumber 106, Ledger and Accounta Receivnble, 1914, 10215, 1916,

1017, 1918, 1919.

' y/;umber 108, Snlep Reglnter. “tor}d Film Corporation,

e L

/Beex 10, 114 -~ Ledger, Xleine Optioal Co., 190141903,

e

V‘iﬂ&& NO, 115 - Qenerel ledger, Kleine npticnl Oo., Maroch 1, 1903 %o
— July 1, 1906, This covers transactions in both films
and projeation apparrtus with a few mlecellanecun items
in general opticnl goods, During shie period the anle
of fiima wna not ne impor%ont as it bacame in 18048, when
the first nickelodeans weres opened, and later.

v/ﬁﬁiﬂ-ggl 118 ~ Klaine Opttieal Oo, general ledger, July 1, 1806 - Jen,
T 31, 1909

/gﬁﬁﬁ 8O, 117 - Geneinl ledger Kleine 0Optioal Oo., Jan., 31, 1809 « Jan.
‘ ; 31, 1910

v/ Beee MO, 118 -  Kleine Optloal Oo. general ledger, Feb, 1, 1910 - Deoember
31, 1918,

Vé;at_ﬁth;aﬁ_— Kleine Opticnl Qo. Journal, Nay, 1807 ~ April 30, 1908,
/ﬁuu!rgo,nlaa ~ Kleine Opticnl O, genernl journal, May 4, 1909 - Seps,
‘ "" 20, 1916, During this veriod the kleine ‘ptionl Oo, did

not deal in filma, These records gover itn trnnepotions
In projection muparotus end geneval nocessories., The
film huminesn wns handled in ths name of GQeorpe Kleine as
a proprietory bnmsiness, )

vf;gﬁﬁ MO, 137 - Kleine Optioel Jo. Journal, Nov. 1, 1815 - June 1917,

vﬂa&na;ggl_lgg_‘ Kleina Opticel Ov, omph book, Aug. 1, 1609 - Dec. 31, 1813,

V/éﬁiﬁbﬁo. 133 -~ Kleine Optloval CUo. omsh book, Jan, 1, 1913 - Mar. 22,

18148
v‘%ﬁﬂlfﬂn. 174 -« Kleins Optioal 0o, omsh book, Mar, 723, 1018 - Deoember,
1817 )
/

v/llumber 161, Fleine Optical Company - Accounts Receivable and

4

General l.edger, 1916-1917.

v‘égﬁxrno. 184 - Journal, Unlted fitntes & Qeneda, Johnpon-Ketohell prize
fipht film, Bovembar 10, 1909 - Augus$ 23, 1910,

/) Bgse-tio, 186 -« Bpeoinl ledger Jonhnson-Ketohell prize fight, bought in
// - 1809 by Gnurge'Klelne from James Coffroth, fignp pro-

noter,
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yfnumber 203, Ledger, “farch 1915 to June 1915. Chicngo

Uranch Film Exchange. This ledpger contning records of film

téntals to thaatres out of the Chicngo exchnnge,

Y'annx HO, 302 - fNeoord of produotion ooets of the following five reel

fratures nnde in 19141916 in the United 9trtaen PETOP
THIREF®, MOEHTIHENTAL LADY®, RPOLYITICIANS®, MmMOo's WO 1IN
ANCIRTY, "THE auoRy OLOAK", "aouAly HEXT »hoR', *Ronp
HOMEN®, * HILD OATG", "INE FIXER", TDANCGEN BIGNAL®,
Negntiven monde by Ooorge XKleine in Europe in 1913.1014;
fYl BARRYY, PLIOR OF VENIUR®, HOTHELLOY, "LAST DAY OF
POMPREIT®, Tepgntivens purchased under gontroct from vbther
Furopean producers by George Klelne, (Produotion ovsts in
theme counen involved only the pro ratn for the Unlted
Btntes and Opnnde)t  "ORINBOR QLUBY, MMARTCRED LIVERY,
PRIDGE ROTH, "MIOLDEN BEETLER, TRETHERN BAVAGY & TIORAN,
TA BOMAN WO DARED®, MJULINY OAERARS, SMHARED Tmrpn,
YEEDET AR, .

v/ﬂﬁﬁﬁ NG, 310 « Foster rocord iwo reel relenses, 1015, voge 1; positive

prints two reel releases, OSept. 1815 and followlpg, pnrge
17. Trovelling Qompany's expensoes Agif) VADIBH 19?5, pages
31-41. Fentures shipped from the laborntories, Blograp
snd tdieon, prges 42.51, Produotion atudio enlary list
1016 (not aertiste)}, pngen B4 end following. Oeneral
execittive office anlary liet 1915, aoccount advortising
department, eto. page 6B, Oenting directors' aselaries 1915
pages b7 and follonfng. Balarles various groupe 1918,
pages 73 and following, 1917, pages 77 end followlng, 1918,
poages 86 and following, 1919 pagen 84 and following, 1020~
A1-32, peges 103-118. .

H

Véllﬁ 10 311 = Lerge heavy volume weekly report forme, expenes nocounts

/ naa-y0, 313 -

N et

y/;;""ﬂgxmgiﬁ =

‘/ﬁ NU. 3]5 -

/ BagE o, 310 -

from branohea to exacutive office, 1017,

Large henvy volume weekly report forme, expense socounts
from brenches to executive offloe, 1918, :

Distribution reports for producere Thormes A, Edison, Ine,,
Essasnay Film Mnig. Oo., Bellg Molyacope, Ceorge Kleine,
Weekly reports ot thev%re gollectionn, 1918_19. Thess
trensnotions covered the distribution ovarations by Qeorge
Kleine poting ns distributor for hie own productions as
rell np those of Thoe, A, Edison, Ino,,‘'Selig Polyeoope,
Epoanay Filim lnfg.

Cash book, CGeorpge Kleine, Janmucry 1819 to June 1918 <
Beptember 1970 to July 1631.

Ledger gontaining retall rentanl oharges to thentres. Under
A" find sriny rentnle to war cairps in U,8,A. in 1918,
Aogountme with thentres showing the totnl of epoh film
rental ocherge. fOther oharges” indicate chnrge for posters,
photogrephs and othar mcoessories,
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