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Merce Cunningham Dance Foundation, Inc. records. Jerome Robbins Dance Division, The New York
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Creator History

Merce Cunningham (1919-2009) was a dancer, choreographer, and founder of the Merce Cunningham
Dance Company. He was born in Centralia, Washington and began his professional modern dance
career at age 20, dancing as a soloist with the Martha Graham Dance Company for six years.
Cunningham showed promise as a choreographer and presented his first solo show in 1944, acting as
both dancer and choreographer.

In 1953 he formed the Merce Cunningham Dance Company (MCDC) at Black Mountain College. The
company included dancers Carolyn Brown, Viola Farber, Paul Taylor, and Remy Charlip, and musicians
John Cage and David Tudor.

The company provided a platform for collaboration with John Cage, who was the musical advisor until
his death in 1992. Together, Cunningham and Cage proposed a number of innovations; the most
famous of these concerned the relationship between dance and music. They believed the two should
occur in the same time and space yet be created independently of one another. For Cunningham, the
subject of his dances was always dance itself.

MCDC launched its first international tour in 1964, visiting Western and Eastern Europe, India,
Thailand, and Japan. The positive reviews the company received on this tour increased the company's
demand and popularity in the United States.

MCDC cultivated a body of new music, commissioning more work from contemporary composers than
any other dance company. Its repertory included works artists ranging from Cage to bands such as
Radiohead. Cage was succeeded by David Tudor, and the company's final musical advisor was
Takehisa Kosugi (1995-2012).

Over the years the Company collaborated with many visual artists. Robert Rauschenberg served as the
Company's resident designer from 1954 through 1964, followed by Jasper Johns (1967-1980) and Mark
Lancaster (1980-1984). The last designers to be appointed were William Anastasi and Dove Bradshaw
in 1984. Other artists who have collaborated with MCDC include Daniel Arsham, Tacita Dean, Rei
Kawakubo, Roy Lichtenstein, Bruce Nauman, Ernesto Neto, Frank Stella, Benedetta Tagliabue, and
Andy Warhol. Rauschenberg returned to contribute the costumes and set design for 1977's Travelogue.

During the 1970s, Cunningham began to explore filming dance, both for posterity and for use as art
within his work. MCDC was featured extensively in film and video choreographed by Cunningham.
Collaborators Charles Atlas, Nam June Paik, and Elliot Caplan created dance films such as Locale,
Split Sides, Beach Birds for Camera, Cage/Cunningham, and Channels/Inserts. In 1989, Cunningham
began experimenting with composing dances on the computer using Life Forms, a graphic animation
program designed to assist choreographers in creating an initial sketch for their ideas. Trackers (1991)
became his first piece composed using this technology.
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Invention and reinvention were a hallmark of the Merce Cunningham Dance Company, and a new
genre, the Event, arose from these experiments. Cunningham would piece together different elements
from past compositions – solos, duets, costumes, décor, and music, giving new meaning to each piece
as it was removed from its original context. Throughout his career he created over 150 individual works
and more than 800 Events. Cunningham danced with the company as he aged, and continued to
choreograph after he began to use a wheelchair.

CUNNINGHAM DANCE FOUNDATION

In response to the increased demand and a need for financial stability, the Cunningham Dance
Foundation (CDF) was established in 1964 to support the company and advance Cunningham's work.
CDF was guided by a board of directors made up of arts supporters, donors, and former dancers.
Board members had the opportunity to sit on a smaller committee as well, such as the Executive
Committee or Financial Committee. A chief concern of the board was maintaining a steady operating
budget each year. In their earlier years of operation, large one-time gifts provided almost half of CDF's
yearly income, and there was no way to predict the size or frequency of such gifts. Board members
were also expected to raise a set sum of money for CDF each year, either from their own funds or
through individual fundraising.

Appointed by the board, Art Becofsky (CDF's first executive director) and a staff of eleven managed the
day-to-day business of running the dance company. The staff attended to such concerns as company
management, marketing and surveys, fundraising, writing grant proposals, and development and long-
range planning for the company and the foundation as a whole. Surveys conducted by CDF covered
topics such as whether or not there were existing buildings in New York suitable for use as a year-round
dance venue. These surveys could later be used by the staff to strenghten grant applications. The
ample support provided by CDF allowed Cunningham to focus solely on dance.

CDF worked to secure development funding from grant-giving organizations as well as individual and
corporate donors. Money was raised through benefits, art shows, and letter-writing campaigns. CDF
also provided support for a Repertory Understudy Group, the Merce Cunningham Archive, and a studio
space. The Repertory Understudy Group of the Cunningham Dance Foundation was a training
ensemble for potential company members and a laboratory for revivals of Cunningham dances. The
Merce Cunningham Studio was a founding member of the National Association of Schools of Dance
and served as a home to MCDC from 1971 to 2011. The studio offered classes and professional
training in the Cunningham Technique, and also offered affordable studio space to emerging artists.

The Merce Cunningham archive at CDF was maintained by former Cunningham student David
Vaughan with the intent of recording the dances and retaining a historical picture of the company. He
began collecting material for his own interest in 1959, then filled various managerial roles within CDF
until his appointment as archivist in 1976. Working closely with the materials, he eventually authored
the book Merce Cunningham: Fifty Years (2005).

THE LEGACY PLAN

CDF worked with Cunningham to develop the Legacy Plan in 2009 to address how the company could
transition to a post-founder existence and ensure his creative legacy. The three-year Plan included
MCDC's farewell Legacy Tour; career transitions for dancers, musicians, and staff; the creation of digital
"Dance Capsules" to preserve Cunningham's work for future generations; and the closure of MCDC
and the Foundation and transition to the Merce Cunningham Trust to serve as custodian for
Cunningham's artistic legacy.
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Cunningham passed away on July 26, 2009. MCDC launched its Legacy Tour in February 2010, which
visited nearly 50 cities around the world before culminating in its final performance at New York's Park
Avenue Armory on December 31, 2011. Following the end of the tour and the closure of MCDC, CDF
ceased to exist in June 2012, and transferred its assets to the Merce Cunningham Trust.

Based at New York City Center, as of 2014 the Trust offers a wide range of programs conceived to
preserve and enhance Cunningham's legacy, including Cunningham Technique classes and the
Cunningham Fellowship, which supports the restaging of Cunningham dances. The Trust also licenses
Cunningham works to dance companies and educational institutions worldwide, supports scholarship
on Cunningham and his work, and partners with cultural institutions to mount special exhibitions,
performances, and projects that celebrate Cunningham's artistic achievements.

Custodial History

The records were assembled and arranged in part by company archivist David Vaughan.

Scope and Content Note

The Merce Cunningham Dance Foundation, Inc. records, Additions hold administrative files, company
management and technical files, development files, and repertory files, as well as press materials,
programs, and photographs. Administrative files consist of Board of Directors material as well as
financial ledgers, contracts, film and music documents, and the papers of CDF's archivist, David
Vaughan. Company Management files document the technical logistics of touring a dance company.
Development files hold grant applications, correspondence with individual donors, and materials related
to galas and art sales which supported the company. Repertory files document the creation of
individual dances. Press materials consist of clippings, flyers, newsletters, and press releases.
Photographs include professional shots of dancers and individual dances, as well as slides and
negatives documenting the company and CDF events.

Key Terms

Subjects
Artistic collaboration
Choreography
Dance -- Study and teaching
Dance companies -- United States
Dancers
Modern dance -- United States -- 20th century

Genre/Physical Characteristic
Correspondence
Dance programs
Photographs
Scores

Names
Cunningham, Merce
Merce Cunningham Dance Company
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Container List

Series I: Administrative Files 1890-2011 (84 boxes 34.92 linear feet 1684 computer files
10.28 gigabytes)

The Cunningham Dance Foundation administrative files consist of Board of Directors material as
well as contracts; financial ledgers; artist, film, and sound documents; and the papers of Merce
Cunningham and CDF's archivist, David Vaughan. Board of Directors correspondence, arranged
alphabetically, includes updates on ongoing projects, items of interest for individuals on specific
committees (such as the Financial Committee), reminders to raise a yearly contribution, and
resignation and acceptance letters. Board of Directors minutes, arranged by year, hold a record
of each meeting, memos, and copies of financial and executive committee reports, as well as
information about fundraising efforts. Board meetings covered the financial well being of CDF,
election of new members, and strategies for growth.

David Vaughan's files hold correspondence with current and past co-workers, lecture and study
notes, writings, and notes compiled using information found in the archive. The notes include a
dance-by-dance compilation of information relating to individual compositions by Cunningham.
They consist of statements by Cunningham regarding the development or intention of the dance,
remembrances of the dances by Vaughan and others, photocopies of articles and related
published material, and quotes by Cunningham on the nature of dance in general. Vaughan's
notes were ultimately used to compile his 1984 article, "The Choreography of Merce
Cunningham: Chronology and Commentary" which is also held in these files.

A limited selection of artist files hold correspondence and designs from visual artists and
costume designers who worked with Cunningham. Such designs often preceded a dance – for
example, Suzanne Gallo's file holds a fully formed design idea, including costumes, lighting, and
sets with no particular dance attached. These files may also contain gallery loan information and
summaries of the artist's work. Film files hold correspondence with collaborators on visual
projects, video preservation documentation, transcripts and their translations, and video
inventories. Sound files consist of correspondence with musical artists and composers,
contracts, and scores produced for or used by Cunningham. There is also a small selection of
late 19th/early 20th century published sheet music, some of which was used for Dime a Dance
(1953). Since Cunningham did not choreograph specifically for music or vice versa, these
materials were kept separately. There are also personnel files, financial ledgers, sample dance
company contracts, and surveys.

This series also contains a small selection of Merce Cunningham's personal files. These consist
of incoming correspondence and "notes to Merce" from staff, presidential invitations and
honorary degrees, and the Life Forms manuals for his dance creation software. There are also
notes used by Cunningham to conduct classes, workshops, and rehearsal warm-ups.

Electronic records in this series include files created while Elliot Caplan was the filmmaker in
residence. These files include correspondence regarding screenings, personal appearances and
lectures; reviews of his films; interview requests for Cage/Cunningham; and responses to
requests for copies of his films or press kits. Michael Stier's electronic files hold correspondence
regarding video licensing and distribution requests and inventories created during his time as
CDF's film and video distribution coordinator. David Vaughan's records include drafts of
Vaughan's histories of the company by year (1935-1996), video clips compiled for the CDF
website, photographs of Cunningham and others, and some individual dance descriptions and
biographical information on Merce Cunningham and other artists. There are also copies of the
Board of Directors meeting minutes (1992-1999) which are accompanied by company budgets
and some staff resumes.

Arranged alphabetically by file type. Electronic records are currently unavailable.

Artist Files
b. 1 f. 1-2 1975-2001

Includes designs and swatches for Ocean.

b. 1 f. 3 Gallo, Suzanne
b. 1 f. 4 Long, Charles
b. 1 f. 5 Mumma, Gordon 1971

b. 308 f. 4 Pimenta, Emmanuel 1995

b. 1 f. 6 Rauschenberg, Robert
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b. 1 f. 7 Skinner, Marsha

Artist Files (cont.)
Series I: Administrative Files (cont.)

Board of Directors

Correspondence
b. 2 f. 1-3 1988-1993
b. 2 f. 4-5 Cowles, Sage 1969-1981

b. 2 f. 6 Hulbert, Richard 1972-2007

b. 2 f. 7 Levy, Ira 1972-1978

b. 3 f. 1 Mansbach, Leah 1977

b. 3 f. 2 Mason, Francis 1973-1986

b. 3 f. 3 Medveckis, John 2001

b. 3 f. 4 Miller, Richard 1978-1980

b. 3 f. 5 Pines, Ned 1969-1981

b. 3 f. 6 Solway, Diane 2003

b. 3 f. 7 Stern, Bob 1969-1982

b. 3 f. 8 Stern, Dalit 2005

b. 3 f. 9 Streit, Joan 1979

b. 3 f. 10 Tomkins, Calvin 1969-2007

b. 3 f. 11 Toole, Barbara 1982

Minutes
b. 3 f. 12-13 1964-1968

b. 4 f. 1-4 1968-1969
b. 5 f. 1-5 1969-1971
b. 6 f. 1-5 1971-1973
b. 7 f. 1-5 1973-1976
b. 8 f. 1-5 1977-1979
b. 9 f. 1-5 1980-1983

b. 10 f. 1-5 1983-1985
b. 11 f. 1-6 1986-1988
b. 12 f. 1-7 1989-1991
b. 13 f. 1-5 1992-1994

er. 0001 1992-1999
(179 computer files 5917 kilobytes)

b. 14 f. 1-4 1995-1996
b. 15 f. 1-5 1997-1999
b. 16 f. 1-5 2000-2002
b. 17 f. 1-6 2003-2006
b. 18 f. 1-6 2007-2010

b. 19 f. 1 2011-2012
b. 19 f. 2-5 By-Laws and Incorporation 1964-1971

b. 19 f. 6 Contracts 1964-1972

Correspondence

2

Guide to the
Merce Cunningham Dance Foundation, Inc. records, Additions



b. 20 f. 1-4 1966-1984

Correspondence (cont.)
Series I: Administrative Files (cont.)

b. 20 f. 5 American Guild of Musical Artists 1966-1969

b. 21 f. 1-3 Aperture Magazine 1993-1997

b. 21 f. 4-5 Brooklyn Academy of Music 1967-1971

b. 22 f. 1 Darpana Dance Company 1972

b. 22 f. 2 Experiments in Art Technology 1970

b. 22 f. 3 Hogen, Tim 1982

b. 22 f. 4 Littman, Robert 1982-1984

b. 22 f. 5 Nelson, Richard 1971

b. 22 f. 6 Rigg, Jean 1976

Cunningham, Merce
b. 23 f. 1 Artwork

b. 23 f. 2-7 Awards and Honors 1977-2005

b. 24 f. 1 Essays on Choreographic Notes, Program Notes, Choreographic Notes
b. 24 f. 2 Biographies and Chronologies
b. 24 f. 3 Program Notes, Essays on Choreographic Works, Miscellaneous

Choreographic Notes for Trackers, Inlets 2, and Unknown
b. 24 f. 4 Biographies and Chronologies
b. 24 f. 5 Black Mountain Musical Comedy 1942

b. 24 f. 6 Choreographic Notes and Event Order
b. 24 f. 7-8
b. 25 f. 1-3

Classes and Workshops

b. 25 f. 4-7
b. 26 f. 1-6

b. 27 f. 1

Correspondence 1952-2010

b. 27 f. 2
b. 28 f. 1-5

Interview Requests and Transcripts 1970-2009

b. 29 f. 1-4 Lecture Notes 1952-1972

b. 30 f. 1-3 Lecture Notes 1972-1986

b. 30 f. 4-5 Life Forms Manuals
b. 31 f. 1-2 Rehearsal Notes

Writings
b. 31 f. 3-6 General

b. 31 f. 7 Changes: Notes on Choreography
b. 31 f. 8 The Dancer and the Dance
b. 31 f. 9 Four Events That Have Led to Large Discoveries

b. 31 f. 10 Video Film Diary 1981

Film
b. 32 f. 1-4 1969-1995

b. 32 f. 5 Biographies
er. 0002 Caplan, Elliot 1993-1997

(687 computer files 2976 kilobytes)

b. 32 f. 6
b. 33 f. 1-2

Catalogs 1988-2003
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b. 33 f. 3 Correspondence 1969-1977

Film (cont.)
Series I: Administrative Files (cont.)

b. 33 f. 4 Contracts 1990-1998

b. 33 f. 5
b. 34 f. 1-4

Distribution 1993-2004

Productions
b. 34 f. 5 A-E 1983-1999

b. 35 f. 1-4 Beach Birds for Camera 1993-1994

b. 35 f. 5
b. 36 f. 1-7
b. 37 f. 1-6
b. 38 f. 1-4

Cage/Cunningham 1991-1994

b. 38 f. 5-6 Changing Steps 1988-1989

b. 39 f. 1-2 CRWDSPCR 1996

b. 39 f. 3-5 Cunningham Technique 1984-1991

b. 40 f. 1 F-O 1977-1989

b. 40 f. 2-4 P-V 1977-1989

b. 40 f. 5 Variations 1966-1979

b. 40 f. 6 Post-Production 2005

er. 0003 Post-Production 1988-1995
(38 computer files 598.3 kilobytes)

er. 0004 Stier, Michael 1988-1991
(193 computer files 221.6 kilobytes)

b. 40 f. 7-8
b. 41 f. 1-4

Television, Video, and Internet Agreements 1985-2007

Financial Records
b. 311 f. 1 1953-1954

b. 41 f. 5-6 1964-1972
b. 42 f. 1-5 1964-1995

b. 40 f. 9 1968
b. 43 f. 1-3 Legacy Plan 1987-2009

Personnel Files
b. 43 f. 4-5 A-H 1964-1985

b. 44 f. 1-4 H-L 1964-1985

b. 45 f. 1-5 M-S 1964-1985

b. 46 f. 1-4 T-W 1964-1985

b. 47 f. 1-3 Reports and Studies 1967-1986

Sound
b. 47 f. 4-5
b. 48 f. 1-2

Correspondence 1967-2001

b. 48 f. 3-7
b. 49 f. 1-3

Equipment Specifications and Hookups

Scores
b. 305 f. 1 Agricola, Alexander - Consort

b. 49 f. 4 Ashley, Robert - Problems in the Flying Saucer 1988
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b. 315 Austin, Larry - Beachcombers
Card deck used with Beachcombers for performing Coast Zone.

Scores (cont.)
Sound (cont.)

Series I: Administrative Files (cont.)

b. 308 f. 1 Behrman, David - Interspecies Smalltalk for Instruments and Electronics

Brown, Earle
b. 305 f. 2 Galaxy (Four Systems) 1953

b. 309 f. 1 Indices
b. 309 f. 2-4 Bryars, Gavin - Biped

Cage, John
b. 305 f. 3 Fontana Mix

b. 49 f. 5 Four3
b. 49 f. 6

b. 305 f. 4
Four6

b. 305 f. 5 Music For
b. 308 f. 2 Sculptures Musicales
b. 305 f. 6 Solo for Violin I

Culver, Andrew
b. 50-55 Ocean 1-95 1992-1994

Original instrumentation for Ocean as it was produced in 1994.

b. 56 f. 2-5
b. 57-60

b. 63 f. 3-5
b. 64-65

Ocean 1-95/133 2006
A reworking of the original Ocean 1-95 with additional instrumentation (up to 150
instruments) for the 2005-2006 revival of Ocean.

b. 61 f. 2 Driscoll, John - Cybermesa 1993

b. 61 f. 3 Duchamp, Marcel - The Creative Art

Feldman, Morton
b. 305 f. 7 Ixion

for Summerspace

b. 305 f. 8 Variations
b. 309 f. 6 Forsch, Ferdinand - Untitled
b. 305 f. 9 Gibson, Jon - Equal Distribution #1
b. 309 f. 5 Haieff, Alexei - Princess Zondilda and Her Entourage 1946

Harrison, Lou
b. 305 f. 10 The Open Road 1947

b. 305 f. 11 Western Dance 1947

b. 305 f. 12 Horst, Louis - El Penitente
b. 305 f. 13 Hovhaness, Alan - Invocation to Vahakn

b. 61 f. 4 Kalve, Martin - All Happy Workers 1981

b. 305 f. 14 Kazze, Louis - Tutti Frutti Noodle Pudding
b. 61 f. 5 King, John - Blues 99

Pimenta, Emanuel
b. 61 f. 6 Microcosmos 1995

b. 308 f. 3 Trackers undated

b. 61 f. 7 Pugliese, Michael - Icebreeze
b. 305 f. 15 Scheimer, Greg - Body Sonata
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Wolff, Christian

Scores (cont.)
Sound (cont.)

Series I: Administrative Files (cont.)

b. 305 f. 16 Duo for Pianists undated

b. 62 f. 1-2 For Six or Seven Players undated

b. 62 f. 3-4 Zimmerman, Walter - Selbstvergessen 1991

b. 62 f. 5-6 Unidentified
b. 63 f. 1-2

b. 306 f. 1-5
b. 307 f. 1-5

Sheet Music 1890-1920
Published sheet music used to create 1953's Dime a Dance

Vaughan, David
er. 0005 1991-2009

(387 computer files 10.25 gigabytes)

b. 66 f. 1-4 Archives 1998-2006

b. 66 f. 5 Conferences 1987

Correspondence
b. 67 f. 1-5
b. 68 f. 1-6

1972-2009

b. 69 f. 1 Cunningham, Merce 1971-1989

b. 69 f. 2 Votta, Ornella 1985-1996

b. 69 f. 3-6
b. 70 f. 1-4
b. 71 f. 1-4

Exhibitions and Art Loans 1975-2009

Notes
b. 71 f. 5
b. 72-74

General

b. 75 f. 2-6
b. 76 f. 1

Cage, John

b. 76 f. 2 Johns, Jasper
b. 76 f. 3 Tudor, David

Writings
b. 76 f. 4-5
b. 77 f. 1-2

Drafts

b. 77 f. 3 The Choreography of Merce Cunningham 1984

b. 77 f. 4 Fifty Forward 2005
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Series II: Company Management and Technical Files 1945-2011 (93 boxes, 41
tubes 36.25 linear feet 1931 computer files 533.5 megabytes)

The company management files were created by the administrative staff and various road staff,
including stage managers and technical directors. These materials document the logistics of
moving a company to its various performances and locations each year. There is
correspondence between event organizers, local staff, managers, and CDF staff.
Correspondence details lighting, sound, and electrical needs; hotel bookings; rehearsal space
rental arrangements; numbers of traveling crew and performers; and local fire codes. There are
also loading lists, local contracts, tour itineraries, production schedules, and program mockups.
For venues where the company performed regularly (such as City Center), there are close-out
notes with suggestions for changes to be made in the next year with light rentals and scenery
positioning, as well as reminders of quick fixes that worked. These files track the details of setting
an individual dance or series of dances into a specific venue.

Technical files include light plots, instrument schedules, structural drawings, light cues, line set
schedules, channel hook-ups, and magic sheets. Magic sheets provided a quick visual reference
to each channel and the fixture(s) it controlled. Most of the technical drawings contain production
and venue information. Some technical files contain memos advising the house crew working at
each venue as to the specific electrical needs of the company.

Electronic records in this series are both company management and technical files, and include
tour itineraries, correspondence from production managers to various venues, load-in lists, light
cue sheets, and outlines of specific venue configurations.

This series is arranged chronologically. Electronic records are currently unavailable.

General Management Files
b. 77 f. 5 1945-1960

1964
b. 77 f. 6-7 June
b. 78 f. 1-5 June-September

b. 79 f. 1 October-November
b. 79 f. 2-3 1965

1966
b. 79 f. 4-5 July-August

b. 80 f. 1 July-December
b. 80 f. 2-6 1967

1968
b. 81 f. 1-5 January-May
b. 82 f. 1-6 May-August
b. 83 f. 1-6 August-November

1969
b. 84 f. 1-5 January-March
b. 85 f. 1-6 March-November

b. 86 f. 1 December

1970
b. 86 f. 2-6 February-June
b. 87 f. 1-4 June-November
b. 88 f. 1-5 1971
b. 89 f. 1-6 1972
b. 90 f. 1-4 1973
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1974

General Management Files (cont.)
Series II: Company Management and Technical Files (cont.)

b. 90 f. 5-6 January-August
b. 91 f. 1 August-November

1975
b. 91 f. 2-6 March-May

b. 92 f. 1 August-November
b. 92 f. 2-5 1976

1977
b. 93 f. 1-5 January
b. 94 f. 1-2 January-September

1978
b. 94 f. 3-5 January-August
b. 95 f. 1-3 August-November

1979
b. 95 f. 4-5 March-May
b. 96 f. 1-3 June-October

b. 96 f. 4 1980

1981
b. 96 f. 5 March-May

1982
b. 97 f. 1-5 May-November
b. 98 f. 1-2 November-December

1984
b. 98 f. 3-6 January-June
b. 99 f. 1-5 June-October

1985
b. 100 f. 1-5 February-March
b. 101 f. 1-6 March-July
b. 102 f. 1-4 July-December

1986
b. 102 f. 5-6 February-March
b. 103 f. 1-6 March-October

1987
b. 104 f. 1-6 February-April
b. 105 f. 1-4 April-May
b. 106 f. 1-4 June-September
b. 107 f. 1-2 September-October

1988
b. 107 f. 3-5 March-April
b. 108 f. 1-4 June-October
b. 109 f. 1-3 October-December
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1989

General Management Files (cont.)
Series II: Company Management and Technical Files (cont.)

b. 109 f. 4-5 January-March
b. 110 f. 1-5 March-July
b. 111 f. 1-2 July-November

1990
b. 111 f. 3-6 January-May
b. 112 f. 1-4 June-October
b. 113 f. 1-4 October-December

b. 114 f. 1 December
er. 0006 1990

(15 computer files 159.2 kilobytes)

1991
b. 114 f. 2-5 January-March
b. 115 f. 1-5 April-June
b. 116 f. 1-5 September-November

1992
b. 117 f. 1-5 January-May
b. 118 f. 1-5 May-September
b. 119 f. 1-6 September-November
b. 120 f. 1-3 November-December

1993
b. 120 f. 4-5 January-February
b. 121 f. 1-5 February-May
b. 122 f. 1-2 June-August

er. 0007 1993
(148 computer files 2837 kilobytes)

1994
b. 122 f. 3-6 January-May
b. 123 f. 1-4 August-December

er. 0008 1994
(290 computer files 4513 kilobytes)

1995
b. 123 f. 5-6 January-June
b. 124 f. 1-5 June-October
b. 125 f. 1-4 October-December

er. 0009 1995
(224 computer files 3105 kilobytes)

1996
b. 125 f. 5 January

b. 126 f. 1-5 January-October
b. 127 f. 1 November
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er. 0010 1996-1999
(25 computer files 583.8 kilobytes)

General Management Files (cont.)
Series II: Company Management and Technical Files (cont.)

1997
b. 127 f. 2-6 January-June
b. 128 f. 1-3 June-November

1998
b. 128 f. 4-6 January-September

b. 129 f. 1 October
b. 129 f. 2-6 1999
b. 130 f. 1-6 2000

er. 0011 2000-2010
(548 computer files 165.8 megabytes)

b. 131 f. 1-2 2001

2002
b. 131 f. 3-6 January-August
b. 132 f. 1-2 August-November

2003
b. 132 f. 3-5 February-March
b. 133 f. 1-6 April-December

2004
b. 134 f. 1-5 February-July
b. 135 f. 1-4 July-December

2005
b. 135 f. 5-6 January-February
b. 136 f. 1-6 March-May
b. 137 f. 1-5 June-November

2006
b. 137 f. 6 January-February

b. 138 f. 1-5 February-May
b. 139 f. 1-3 June-December

2007
b. 139 f. 4-5 January-February
b. 140 f. 1-5 February-March
b. 141 f. 1-6 March-July
b. 142 f. 1-5 July-September
b. 143 f. 1-5 September-December

2008
b. 144 f. 1-5 January-February
b. 145 f. 1-5 March-September
b. 146 f. 1-3 October-December

2009
b. 146 f. 4-5 January-March
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b. 147 f. 1-6 March-October

2009 (cont.)
General Management Files (cont.)

Series II: Company Management and Technical Files (cont.)

b. 148 f. 1-2 November-December

2010
b. 148 f. 3-5 January-June
b. 149 f. 1-5 June-November

b. 150 f. 1 November-December

2011
b. 150 f. 2-5 January-March
b. 151 f. 1-4 March-July
b. 152 f. 1-4 July-October
b. 153 f. 1-3 November-December

Technical Files
b. 311 f. 3 1952
b. 290 f. 1 1967-1979

t. 1 1970-1982
b. 290 f. 2 1980
b. 290 f. 3 1981-1984

t. 2 1983-1989
b. 290 f. 4 1985-1986

t. 3 1986
t. 4 1987
t. 5 1988
t. 6 1989
t. 7 1989-1992

Various Colman Rupp lighting plots.

t. 8-9 1990
Indian Tour.

t. 10 1990-1999
b. 290 f. 5 t. 11-12 1991

b. 291 f. 1-2 1991-1993
t. 13-14 1992

City Center light plots.

t. 15 1993
Berlin.

b. 291 f. 3 t. 16-17 1994
b. 292 f. 1-3 1994-1995

t. 18 1994-1995
City Center light plots.

t. 19-20 1994-1995
Ocean light plots.

t. 21 1995
City Center light plots.

t. 22-24 1995
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b. 293 f. 1-5 1995-1997

Technical Files (cont.)
Series II: Company Management and Technical Files (cont.)

t. 25 1996
Ocean at Lincoln Center Festival.

t. 26 1998
Ocean at Montpellier.

t. 27 1998
Barbican Center, London.

t. 28 1998
Japan, October-November.

t. 29 1999
b. 294 f. 1-8 1999-2000

er. 0012 1999-2001
(640 computer files 355.6 megabytes)

t. 30-33 2000
b. 295 f. 1-5 2000-2001

t. 34-35 2001
t. 36 2001

Australian Tour.

t. 37 2001
City Center.

b. 296 f. 1-5 2002
t. 38 2002

France, Le Cirque de Riems.

t. 39 2002
Abbey Theatre, Dublin, Ireland.

b. 297 f. 1-3 2002-2003
er. 0013 2002-2010

(41 computer files 1207 kilobytes)

b. 298 f. 1-5 2003-2004
b. 299 f. 1-9 2005
b. 300 f. 1-3 2005-2006
b. 300 f. 4-9 2006
b. 301 f. 1-9
b. 302 f. 1-3

2007

b. 302 f. 4-9 2008
b. 303 f. 1-2 2009
b. 303 f. 3-8

b. 311 f. 4
2010

b. 304 f. 1-6 undated
t. 40 undated

Lighting plots designed by Colman Rupp and David Covey.

t. 41 undated
Lighting plots designed by Jeff McRoberts.
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Series III: Development 1965-2010 (51 boxes 21.25 linear feet)

The Development files hold grant materials, individual donor files, and material relating to
fundraisers and galas hosted by CDF. The grant files consist of grant applications, contracts,
vouchers, reports, correspondence with grant-giving organizations and meeting minutes. The
bulk of the files are grant applications with the National Endowment for the Arts and New York
City's Department for the Development of Cultural Affairs.

Individual donor files hold correspondence thanking non-corporate donors for one time or
continuing gifts. These files primarily date from 2009 to 2011, during the height of the campaign
to fund the Legacy Plan.

Gala and fundraising files consist of correspondence, invitations, guest books, and planning
notes related to CDF's other fundraising opportunities. These include gala performances, art
shows and sales, and post-performance "meet and greet" receptions. These files also contain
correspondence with artists who donated works to be sold or shown by CDF.

Arranged alphabetically by file type.

Benefits and Galas
b. 153 f. 4-6 1968-1994
b. 154 f. 1-2 1990-2003

Art Sales
b. 154 f. 3-7 1975-1980
b. 155 f. 1-5 1980-1988
b. 156 f. 1-5
b. 157 f. 1-4

1988

b. 158 f. 1-3 1993-2009
b. 158 f. 4-5 Celebrate Cage 1989

b. 159 f. 1 Fifty Forward 2002

b. 159 f. 2 Merce 75th Birthday Card Silent Auction 1994

b. 159 f. 3-6 Merce Cunningham Memorial 2010

b. 160 f. 1 Music for Merce 2011

b. 160 f. 2 To Bob, With Love, Merce 2006

Donor Files
b. 160 f. 3-7
b. 161 f. 1-3

Annual Solicitation Packets 1967-2005

Donor Correspondence
b. 161 f. 4-5 A-B 1967-2007

b. 162 f. 1-4 C-F 1967-2007

b. 163 f. 1-4 G-M 1967-2007

b. 164 f. 1-3 R-W 1967-2007

b. 314 f. 2 Unsorted 1973-1974

Grants
b. 164 f. 4-5 Ae-Am 1967-2010

b. 165 f. 1-2 Am-Ar 1967-2010

b. 165 f. 3-5 Arts International 1992-2002

b. 166 f. 1-2 Arts International 2003-2005

b. 166 f. 3 AT&T 1989-2000

b. 166 f. 4 At-Au 1967-2010

13

Guide to the
Merce Cunningham Dance Foundation, Inc. records, Additions



b. 167 f. 1-4 B-Ca 1967-2010

Grants (cont.)
Series III: Development (cont.)

b. 168 f. 1-4 C 1967-2010

b. 169 f. 1-4 D-E 1967-2010

b. 170 f. 1 Fe-Fo 1967-2010

b. 170 f. 2-5 Ford Foundation 1965-1980

b. 171 f. 1-2 Ford Foundation 1980-2005

b. 171 f. 3-4 Fo-Fr 1967-2010

b. 172 f. 1-4 Ga-Gr 1967-2010

b. 173 f. 1 Gr-Gu 1967-2010

b. 173 f. 2-5 H-J 1967-2010

b. 174 f. 1-4 K-Ma 1967-2010

b. 175 f. 1-3 Ma-Me 1967-2010

b. 175 f. 4-5 Mellon Foundation 1984-2004

b. 176 f. 1-2 Mellon Foundation 2004-2010

b. 176 f. 3 Me-Mi 1967-2010

b. 177 f. 1-3 Mi-Na 1967-2010

National Endowment for the Arts
b. 177 f. 4-5 1968-1972
b. 178 f. 1-4 1972-1977
b. 179 f. 1-5 1977-1980
b. 180 f. 1-4 1980-1984
b. 181 f. 1-5 1984-1985
b. 182 f. 1-5 1985-1990
b. 183 f. 1-5 1990-1991
b. 184 f. 1-5 1992-1993
b. 185 f. 1-4 1993-1995
b. 186 f. 1-4 1996-2004
b. 187 f. 1-4 2005-2010
b. 188 f. 1-2 National Corporate Fund for Dance 1982-1994

b. 314 f. 3 National Initiative to Preserve American Dances 1995

b. 188 f. 3-4 Na-Ne 1967-2010

b. 196 f. 3-5 New England Foundation for the Arts 2000-2009

b. 189 f. 1-4 New York Department of Cultural Affairs 1979-2009

b. 189 f. 5-6 New York-Israel Cultural Cooperation 2002

b. 190 f. 1 New York-Israel Cultural Cooperation 2003

New York State Council on the Arts
b. 190 f. 2-4 1968-1972
b. 191 f. 1-5 1972-1973
b. 192 f. 1-5 1973-1978
b. 193 f. 1-5 1978-1986
b. 194 f. 1-4 1986-1996
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b. 195 f. 1-5 1996-2007

New York State Council on the Arts (cont.)
Grants (cont.)

Series III: Development (cont.)

b. 196 f. 1-2 2007-2010
b. 197 f. 1-4 Nu-Pri 1967-2010

b. 198 f. 1-6 Pro-Ro 1967-2010

b. 199 f. 1-5 Ro-S 1967-2010

Shubert Foundation
b. 200 f. 1-6 1977-1996
b. 201 f. 1-4 1996-2008
b. 201 f. 5-6 T-U 1967-2010

b. 202 f. 1-4 V-W 1967-2010

Series IV: Repertory Production Files 1953-2008 (13 boxes 5.42 linear feet 7942

computer files 104.77 gigabytes)

Repertory production files document the creation and packaging of individual dances. Created by
Cunningham and collaborating artists and technicians, these files hold original light cues,
photographs, costume designs, credit sheets, prop lists, cue sheets, universal stage diagrams,
and correspondence with scenic designers. These files document the assembly of a dance up
until the minute it is ready to go on the road. Event files often have little to no division between
individual Events. For files relating to the mounting of dances at specific venues, users should
consult Series II, Company management and technical files.

Electronic records in this series consist of files used to compile the dance capsules. Pioneered
by the Cunningham Dance Foundation before it closed, these digital capsules were created to
preserve 58 works from the Cunningham repertory for study and setting the dances on other
companies. The Events capsule contains files from many separate Events.

The capsules include varying levels of detail in content. Dance capsule files may include a brief
description of the dance, audio samples of music, scans of costume sketches, photographs, and
set designs, lighting plots, video clips of the entire dance or just a portion, and choreographic
notes.

Organized into productions and events, productions are arranged alphabetically by title of piece.
Electronic records are currently unavailable.

b. 202 f. 5-6 Costume Inventories

Productions
er. 0014 Aeon Dance Capsule 1961

(56 computer files 583.7 megabytes)

b. 203 f. 1 Antic Meet 1958

er. 0015 Antic Meet Dance Capsule 1958
(313 computer files 2.1 gigabytes)

b. 203 f. 2 Arcade 1985

b. 203 f. 3 August Pace 1989

er. 0016 August Pace Dance Capsule 1989
(56 computer files 3.25 gigabytes)

er. 0017 Banjo Dance Capsule
(32 computer files 106.9 megabytes)

b. 203 f. 4 Beach Birds 1991

er. 0018 Beach Birds Dance Capsule 1991

(222 computer files 1.62 gigabytes)

b. 203 f. 5 Biped 1999

er. 0019 Biped Dance Capsule 1999
(85 computer files 605.6 megabytes)
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b. 203 f. 6 Borst Park 1972

Productions (cont.)
Series IV: Repertory Production Files (cont.)

b. 203 f. 7 Breakers 1994

b. 203 f. 8 Canfield 1989

er. 0020 Canfield Dance Capsule 1989
(100 computer files 878.1 megabytes)

b. 203 f. 9 Cargo X 1989

b. 203 f. 10 Cargo X 1994

b. 203 f. 11 Carousal 1987

b. 203 f. 12 Change of Address 1992

er. 0021 Change of Address Dance Capsule 1992
(174 computer files 761.8 megabytes)

er. 0022 Changeling Dance Capsule 1957
(38 computer files 179.3 megabytes)

b. 204 f. 1 Changing Steps 1973

er. 0023 Changing Steps Dance Capsule 1973
(66 computer files 654.2 megabytes)

b. 204 f. 2 Channels/Inserts 1981

b. 204 f. 3 Channels/Inserts 1992

er. 0024 Channels/Inserts Dance Capsule 1981, 1992
(103 computer files 3116 megabytes)

b. 204 f. 4 Coast Zone 1983

er. 0025 Collage III Dance Capsule 1952
(29 computer files 169.1 megabytes)

er. 0026 Crises Dance Capsule 1960
(106 computer files 632.2 megabytes)

b. 204 f. 5 Crises 2006
revival

er. 0027 Cross Currents 1964
(19 computer files 48.38 megabytes)

CRWDSPCR
b. 204 f. 6 1993

er. 0028 Dance Capsule 1993
(88 computer files 602.6 megabytes)

b. 204 f. 7 2002
er. 0029 Dime a Dance Dance Capsule 1953

(14 computer files 12.34 megabytes)

b. 204 f. 8 Doubles 1984

er. 0030 Doubles Dance Capsule 1984

(118 computer files 1616 megabytes)

b. 204 f. 9 Doubletoss 1993

er. 0031 Doubletoss Dance Capsule 1993
(31 computer files 667.7 megabytes)

b. 205 f. 1 Duets 1980

er. 0032 Duets Dance Capsule 1980
(145 computer files 1.46 gigabytes)
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b. 205 f. 2 Eleven 1988

Productions (cont.)
Series IV: Repertory Production Files (cont.)

b. 205 f. 3-4 Enter 1992

er. 0033 Enter Dance Capsule 1992
(150 computer files 7.08 gigabytes)

b. 205 f. 5 Exchange 1978

er. 0034 Exchange Dance Capsule 1978
(61 computer files 2.18 gigabytes)

b. 205 f. 6-7 eyeSpace 20 2006

er. 0035 eyeSpace 20 Dance Capsule 2006
(75 computer files 846 megabytes)

er. 0036 eyeSpace 40 Dance Capsule 2007

(65 computer files 1.34 gigabytes)

b. 205 f. 8 Fabrications 1987

er. 0037 Fabrications Dance Capsule 1987
(124 computer files 2.24 gigabytes)

b. 206 f. 1 Fabrications 2002

b. 206 f. 2 Field Dances 1963

er. 0038 Field Dances Dance Capsule 1963
(22 computer files 48.30 megabytes)

b. 206 f. 3 Field and Figures 1989

b. 206 f. 4 Fielding Sixes 1980

er. 0039 Fielding Sixes Dance Capsule 1980
(34 computer files 452.8 megabytes)

b. 206 f. 5 Five Stone Wind 1988

er. 0040 Five Stone Wind Dance Capsule 1988
(33 computer files 529.5 megabytes)

b. 206 f. 6 Fluid Canvas 2002

b. 206 f. 7 Fractions 1978

er. 0041 Fractions Dance Capsule 1978
(37 computer files 491 megabytes)

b. 206 f. 8 Gallopade 1981

b. 206 f. 9 Garage
b. 206 f. 10 Grange Eve 1986

b. 206 f. 11-12 Ground Level Overlay 1995, 2001

er. 0042 Ground Level Overlay Dance Capsule 1995, 2001
(254 computer files 4.35 gigabytes)

b. 207 f. 1 How to Pass, Kick, Fall, and Run 1965

er. 0043 How to Pass, Kick, Fall, and Run Dance Capsule 1965

(140 computer files 526.3 megabytes)

b. 207 f. 2 Inlets 1977

er. 0044 Inlets Dance Capsule 1977
(38 computer files 645.4 megabytes)

b. 207 f. 3-4 Inlets 2 1983
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er. 0045 Inlets 2 Dance Capsule 1983
(59 computer files 2.36 gigabytes)

Productions (cont.)
Series IV: Repertory Production Files (cont.)

b. 207 f. 5 Installations 1996

b. 207 f. 6 Interscape 2000

er. 0046 Interscape Dance Capsule 2000
(66 computer files 5.49 gigabytes)

b. 207 f. 7-8 Inventions 1989, 1995

b. 207 f. 9 Landrover 1972

er. 0047 Landrover Dance Capsule 1972
(108 computer files 388.3 megabytes)

er. 0048 Lavish Escapade Dance Capsule 1957

(20 computer files 169.7 megabytes)

b. 207 f. 10 Locale 1979

er. 0049 Locale Dance Capsule 1979
(189 computer files 659.6 megabytes)

b. 207 f. 11 Loosestrife 1991

er. 0050 Loosestrife Dance Capsule 1991

(29 computer files 854.2 megabytes)

b. 208 f. 1 Loose Time 2002

er. 0051 Loose Time Dance Capsule 2002
(45 computer files 761.7 megabytes)

er. 0052 Minutiae Dance Capsule 1954
(45 computer files 167.8 megabytes)

b. 208 f. 2-3 Native Green 1985, 2001

er. 0053 Native Green Dance Capsule 1985, 2001
(27 computer files 271.3 megabytes)

er. 0054 Nearly Ninety Dance Capsule 2009
(27 computer files 958.6 megabytes)

er. 0055 Nearly Ninety 2 Dance Capsule 2009
(28 computer files 941.7 megabytes)

b. 208 f. 4 Neighbors 1991

er. 0056 Night Wandering Dance Capsule 1966

(26 computer files 237.7 megabytes)

er. 0057 Nocturnes Dance Capsule 1964

(107 computer files 349.3 megabytes)

b. 208 f. 5 Object 1970

b. 208 f. 6 Ocean 1994

er. 0058 Ocean Dance Capsule 1994

(133 computer files 1.79 gigabytes)

b. 208 f. 7 Phrases 1984

b. 208 f. 8 Pictures 1984

er. 0059 Pictures Dance Capsule 1984
(84 computer files 682.5 megabytes)

b. 209 f. 1 Pictures 2002
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er. 0060 Place Dance Capsule 1966
(122 computer files 343.3 megabytes)

Productions (cont.)
Series IV: Repertory Production Files (cont.)

b. 209 f. 2 Polarity 1990

b. 209 f. 3 Points in Space 1987

er. 0061 Points in Space Dance Capsule 1987
(55 computer files 787.6 megabytes)

b. 209 f. 4 Pond Way 1998

er. 0062 Pond Way Dance Capsule 1998
(145 computer files 2.34 gigabytes)

b. 209 f. 5 Quartet 1982

er. 0063 Quartet Dance Capsule 1982

(63 computer files 446.6 megabytes)

b. 209 f. 6-7 RainForest 1968, 2000

er. 0064 RainForest Dance Capsule 1968, 2000
(162 computer files 877.8 megabytes)

b. 209 f. 8 Rebus 1975

er. 0065 Rebus Dance Capsule 1975

(41 computer files 763.1 megabytes)

b. 209 f. 9 Roadrunners 1979

er. 0066 Roadrunners Dance Capsule 1979
(18 computer files 365 megabytes)

b. 209 f. 10 Roaratorio 1983

er. 0067 Roaratorio Dance Capsule 1983
(213 computer files 4.96 gigabytes)

b. 209 f. 11 Rondo 1996

er. 0068 Rondo Dance Capsule 1996
(126 computer files 604.8 megabytes)

er. 0069 Root of an Unfocus Dance Capsule 1944
(21 computer files 185.4 megabytes)

b. 210 f. 1-2 Rune 1959, 1995

er. 0070 Rune Dance Capsule 1959, 1995
(105 computer files 3 gigabytes)

b. 210 f. 3 Scenario 1997

er. 0071 Scenario Dance Capsule 1997

(75 computer files 8.73 gigabytes)

b. 210 f. 4 Scramble 1967

er. 0072 Scramble Dance Capsule 1967
(71 computer files 556.5 megabytes)

er. 0073 The Seasons Dance Capsule 1947
(28 computer files 376 megabytes)

er. 0074 Second Hand Dance Capsule 1970
(73 computer files 297.1 megabytes)

b. 210 f. 5 Second Hand 2008
revival

b. 210 f. 6 Septet 1953
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er. 0075 Septet Dance Capsule 1953
(184 computer files 1.19 gigabytes)

Productions (cont.)
Series IV: Repertory Production Files (cont.)

b. 210 f. 7 Shards 1987

er. 0076 Shards Dance Capsule 1987
(25 computer files 685.5 megabytes)

b. 210 f. 8 Signals 1970

er. 0077 Signals Dance Capsule 1970
(73 computer files 3.74 gigabytes)

er. 0078 Sixteen Dances for Soloist and Company of Three Dance Capsule 1951
(31 computer files 269.3 megabytes)

b. 210 f. 9 Solo 1973

b. 210 f. 10-11 Sounddance 1974, 1994

er. 0079 Sounddance Dance Capsule 1974, 1994
(77 computer files 361.3 megabytes)

b. 210 f. 12 Split Sides 2003

er. 0080 Split Sides Dance Capsule 2003
(94 computer files 339.2 megabytes)

b. 210 f. 13
b. 211 f. 1

Squaregame 1976

er. 0081 Squaregame Dance Capsule 1976

(192 computer files 1.34 gigabytes)

er. 0082 Story Dance Capsule 1963
(81 computer files 642.3 megabytes)

b. 211 f. 2 Suite for Five 1953-1958, 2002

er. 0083 Suite for Five Dance Capsule 1953
(212 computer files 1.15 gigabytes)

b. 211 f. 3-4 Summerspace 1958, 1999

er. 0084 Summerspace Dance Capsule 1958, 1999
(114 computer files 1185 megabytes)

b. 211 f. 5 Tango 1978

b. 211 f. 6 Tens with Shoes 1981

b. 211 f. 7 Theatre Piece 1952

b. 211 f. 8 Torse 1976

er. 0085 Torse Dance Capsule 1976
(46 computer files 1611 megabytes)

er. 0086 Totem Ancestor Dance Capsule 1942
(35 computer files 338.9 megabytes)

b. 211 f. 9 Touchbase 1992

b. 211 f. 10 Trackers 1991

er. 0087 Trackers Dance Capsule 1991
(73 computer files 888.8 megabytes)

b. 211 f. 11 Trails 1982

er. 0088 Trails Dance Capsule 1982
(27 computer files 206.4 megabytes)

b. 211 f. 12-13 Travelogue 1977
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b. 211 f. 14 Tread 1970

Productions (cont.)
Series IV: Repertory Production Files (cont.)

er. 0089 Tread Dance Capsule 1970
(83 computer files 950.7 megabytes)

b. 211 f. 15 TV Rerun 1972

er. 0090 TV Rerun Dance Capsule 1972
(48 computer files 263.1 megabytes)

er. 0091 Un Jour ou Deux Dance Capsule 1986
(81 computer files 534.3 megabytes)

b. 212 f. 3 Variations V 1965

er. 0092 Variations V Dance Capsule 1965
(99 computer files 808.2 megabytes)

b. 211 f. 16 Views on Stage 2004

er. 0093 Views on Stage Dance Capsule 2004
(24 computer files 84.86 megabytes)

b. 211 f. 17 Walkaround Time 1968

er. 0094 Walkaround Time Dance Capsule 1968
(66 computer files 388.6 megabytes)

b. 211 f. 18 Way Station 2001

er. 0095 Way Station Dance Capsule 2001
(47 computer files 735.7 megabytes)

b. 212 f. 1 Windows 1995

er. .0096 Windows Dance Capsule 1995
(40 computer files 477.2 megabytes)

b. 212 f. 2 Winterbranch 1964

er. 0097 Winterbranch Dance Capsule 1964
(45 computer files 409.4 megabytes)

b. 212 f. 4 XOVER 2007

er. 0098 XOVER Dance Capsule 2007
(37 computer files 252.6 megabytes)

Events
b. 212 f. 5-9 1967-1976

er. 0099 1967-2009
(1057 computer files 8.17 gigabytes)

b. 213 f. 1-7 1978-2004
b. 214 f. 1-3 2004-2006
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Series V: Photographs 1948-2009 (24 boxes 9.83 linear feet 80 computer files 549.7
megabytes)

The photographs series consists of professional prints, slides and negatives of dancers, artists,
Cunningham, and individual productions and events. The individuals files are largely headshots,
though photographs of Merce Cunningham also consist of unlabeled rehearsal, workshop, and
performance shots. The productions and events images are either action shots of the dance in
progress or full stage shots of the props and art used in tandem with each piece. There are also
candid snapshots from galas and other CDF events, and photographs of posters, magazine
covers, and other material related to CDF. Promotional photographs include images of the full
company used for advertising. Photographs of the archive as it was housed at CDF before its
move to the library are here.

Electronic records in this series are 80 images taken of a Totem Ancestor revival.

Arranged alphabetically by file title. Electronic records are currently unavailable.

b. 214 f. 4 Archives
b. 214 f. 5-8
b. 215 f. 1-2

Benefits and Galas 1981-1996

b. 215 f. 3 Black Mountain 1953

b. 215 f. 4 Costume Reference Slides undated

Film Stills
b. 215 f. 5-7
b. 216 f. 1-4

Beach Birds for Camera 1992

b. 216 f. 5 Cunningham Dance Technique
b. 216 f. 6 Cage/Cunningham
b. 216 f. 7 Deli Commedia
b. 216 f. 8 Installations 1996

Individuals
b. 217 f. 1-2 Artists and Dancers 1965-2009

b. 217 f. 3 Brown, Carolyn
b. 217 f. 4-5

b. 314 f. 4
Cage, John

b. 217 f. 6 Caplan, Elliot

Cunningham, Merce
b. 217 f. 7
b. 218 f. 1
b. 311 f. 9

b. 314 f. 5-7

General

b. 308 f. 12 General 2001
Slides from an unidentified benefit.

b. 218 f. 2 Awards
b. 218 f. 3 Barbara Morgan Sketches
b. 218 f. 4 Black Mountain 1948

b. 218 f. 5 Birthday Cards
b. 218 f. 6 Cornish School 1939

b. 218 f. 7-8
b. 219 f. 1-4

Portraits 1953-2009

b. 219 f. 5 Dunn, Douglas
b. 219 f. 6 Pugliese, Michael
b. 219 f. 7 Tudor, David
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b. 314 f. 8 Vaughan, David

Individuals (cont.)
Series V: Photographs (cont.)

Productions and Events
b. 219 f. 8 Aeon 1961, 1964

b. 311 f. 5 Aeon 1964

b. 219 f. 9 Amores 1953

b. 220 f. 1 Antic Meet 1958, 1963

b. 220 f. 2 Arcade 1985

b. 220 f. 3 Assemblage 1968

b. 220 f. 4 August Pace 1989

b. 220 f. 5 Banjo 1953

b. 220 f. 6-7 Beach Birds 1991

b. 220 f. 8
b. 314 f. 10

Biped 1999

b. 220 f. 9 Blue Studio 1975

b. 220 f. 10 Borst Park 1972

b. 220 f. 11 Breakers 1994

b. 221 f. 1 Canfield 1969

b. 221 f. 2 Cargo X 1989

b. 221 f. 3 Carousal 1987

b. 221 f. 4 Change of Address 1992

b. 221 f. 5
b. 308 f. 5

Changeling 1956-1957

b. 221 f. 6-8 Changing Steps 1980

b. 221 f. 9 Channels/Inserts 1981

b. 222 f. 1 Coast Zone 1983

b. 222 f. 2 Collage I 1952

b. 222 f. 3 Collage III 1958

b. 222 f. 4 Crises 1960, 1964

b. 222 f. 5-6 CRWDSPCR 1993

b. 222 f. 7 Doubles 1984

b. 222 f. 8 Doubletoss 1993

b. 222 f. 9 Duets 1980

b. 222 f. 10 Eleven 1987

b. 222 f. 11 Enter 1992

b. 223 f. 1-17 Events 1968-2003

b. 308 f. 6 Events
b. 224 f. 1 Exchange 1981

b. 224 f. 2 Fabrications 1987

b. 224 f. 3 Field and Figures 1989

b. 224 f. 4 Fielding Sixes 1980

b. 224 f. 5 Five Stone Wind 1988

b. 224 f. 6 Fluid Canvas 2002
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b. 224 f. 7 Fractions 1977

Productions and Events (cont.)
Series V: Photographs (cont.)

b. 224 f. 8 Fragments 1953

b. 224 f. 9 Gallopade 1981-1982

b. 224 f. 10 Gambit 1958

b. 224 f. 11 Grange Eve 1986

b. 224 f. 12 Ground Level Overlay 1995

b. 225 f. 1 Hands Birds 1960

b. 225 f. 2 How to Pass, Kick, Fall and Run 1966

b. 225 f. 3 Inlets 1977

b. 225 f. 4 Inlets 2 1983

b. 225 f. 5-6
b. 314 f. 11

Interscape 2000

b. 225 f. 7 Inventions 1989

b. 225 f. 8 Landrover 1972

b. 225 f. 9-10 Locale 1979

b. 226 f. 1 Loosestrife 1991

b. 226 f. 2 Loose Time 2002

b. 226 f. 3 Minutiae 1954, 1957

b. 226 f. 4 The Monkey Dances 1948

b. 226 f. 5 Music Walk With Dancers 1960

b. 226 f. 6 Native Green 1985

b. 226 f. 7 Neighbors 1991

b. 226 f. 8 Night Wandering 1958, 1965

b. 226 f. 9 Les Noces 1952

b. 226 f. 10 Nocturnes 1956, 1968

b. 308 f. 7 Nocturnes 1956

b. 226 f. 11 Objects 1970

b. 226 f. 12 Ocean 1994-1998

b. 308 f. 8
b. 311 f. 6

Ocean 1994
Negatives.

b. 227 f. 1 The Open Road undated

b. 227 f. 2 Paired 1964

b. 227 f. 3 Phrases 1984

b. 227 f. 4 Pictures 1984

b. 227 f. 5 Place 1966-1968

b. 227 f. 6-7 Points in Space 1986

b. 227 f. 8 Polarity 1990

b. 227 f. 9 Pond Way 1993

b. 227 f. 10 Quartet 1982

b. 228 f. 1 Rag-Time Parade 1952

b. 228 f. 2
b. 311 f. 7

RainForest 1968, 1976

b. 228 f. 3 Rebus 1975
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b. 228 f. 4 Roadrunners 1979

Productions and Events (cont.)
Series V: Photographs (cont.)

b. 228 f. 5 Roaratorio 1987

b. 228 f. 6 Rondo 1996

b. 228 f. 7 Root of an Unfocus 1944

b. 228 f. 8 Rune 1959

b. 228 f. 9 The Ruse of Medusa 1948

b. 228 f. 10-11
b. 308 f. 9

Scenario 1997

b. 228 f. 12 The Seasons 1947

b. 228 f. 13 Second Hand 1970

b. 228 f. 14
b. 229 f. 1

Septet 1953-1964

b. 229 f. 2 Shards 1987

b. 229 f. 3 Signals 1970

b. 229 f. 4 Sixteen Dances for Soloist and Company of Three
b. 229 f. 5 Solo - Suite In Space and Time 1953

b. 229 f. 6 Sounddance 1974, 2004

b. 229 f. 7 Split Sides 2003

b. 229 f. 8 Squaregame 1976

b. 229 f. 9 Story 1963-1966

b. 229 f. 10 Suite for Five 1958-1968

b. 311 f. 8 Suite for Five
b. 230 f. 1-2 Summerspace 1958, 1965, 1977

b. 314 f. 12 Summerspace
b. 230 f. 3 Tango 1978

b. 230 f. 4 Tens with Shoes 1981

b. 230 f. 5 Torse 1976

b. 230 f. 6 Totem Ancestor 1942

er. 0100 Totem Ancestor
(80 computer files 549.7 megabytes)

b. 230 f. 7 Touchbase 1992

b. 230 f. 8 Trackers 1991

b. 230 f. 9 Trails 1992

b. 230 f. 10 Travelogue 1977

b. 230 f. 11 Tread 1970

b. 230 f. 12 Trio 1953

b. 230 f. 13 TV Rerun 1972

b. 231 f. 1 Two Step 1949

b. 231 f. 2 Un Jour ou Deux 1973

b. 231 f. 3 Untitled Solo 1953

b. 231 f. 4 Variations V 1965-1967

b. 308 f. 10 Variations V 1965

b. 231 f. 5 Walkaround Time 1968
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b. 231 f. 6 Waltz 1950

Productions and Events (cont.)
Series V: Photographs (cont.)

b. 231 f. 7
b. 314 f. 13

Windows 1995

b. 231 f. 8 Winterbranch 1965-1970

b. 308 f. 11 Winterbranch
b. 231 f. 9 Waystation 2001

b. 231 f. 10
b. 232 f. 1-4

b. 308 f. 14-16

Unidentified

Promotional Shots
b. 232 f. 5-7
b. 233 f. 1-4

Company 1950-2002

b. 308 f. 13
b. 311 f. 10-11

Company

b. 233 f. 5 Posters
b. 233 f. 6

b. 234 f. 1-4
b. 314 f. 9

Rehearsals

Series VI: Programs 1950-2011 (18 boxes 7.5 linear feet)

Series VI holds programs and accompanying ephemera documenting performances by the
Merce Cunningham Dance Company and the Repertory Understudy group. The bulk of the
materials date from 2003 to 2011, and contain some promotional materials interspersed with the
programs. These items include venue calendars, ticket stubs, souvenir booklets, flyers,
postcards, organizational publications, and invitations. A smaller selection of programs dating
from 1950 to 2002 are also present, as well as materials representing the performances of
Cunningham choreography by outside dance companies. This series also holds monographs,
exhibition catalogs, and other materials showcasing festivals, lectures, art installations, tribute
galas, and other events involving Cunningham and his collaborators (including John Cage,
Charles Atlas, Bruce Nauman, Robert Rauschenberg and fashion house Comme des Garçons).

Arranged chronologically.

b. 311 f. 2 1950-1952
Early Merce Cunningham and David Tudor programs.

b. 314 f. 14 1953-1964
b. 234 f. 5 1958-1976
b. 310 f. 1 1966-1987

b. 235 f. 1-8 1977-1988
b. 310 f. 2 1987-1990
b. 310 f. 3 1994-1995

b. 236 f. 1-5 1987-2002
b. 237 f. 1-5 2003
b. 238 f. 1-5 2003-2004
b. 239 f. 1-4 2004
b. 240 f. 1-5 2004-2005
b. 241 f. 1-5 2005-2006
b. 242 f. 1-5 2006-2007
b. 243 f. 1-5 2007-2008
b. 244 f. 1-5 2008-2009
b. 245 f. 1-4 2009-2010
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b. 246 f. 1-6 2010-2011

Series VI: Programs (cont.)

b. 247 f. 1-6
b. 248 f. 1-6

2011

Series VII: Press and Publicity 1940-2012 (46 boxes 19 linear feet 26 computer files
88.38 kilobytes)

Press and publicity materials consist of advertising files, clippings, flyers, CDF newsletters, and
press releases. Advertising files hold correspondence with dance magazines and other
publications as well as design mockups. The clippings (both domestic and foreign) were kept by
administrative staff throughout CDF's existence. Many of the clippings are photocopy
reproductions. Press releases document new works, changes at the company, tour dates, and
fundraising galas. CDF newsletters (2006-2008) were sent to donors, other dance companies,
and various other supporters of Cunningham's work and provided updates on upcoming events
and seasons, as well as articles by Cunningham himself. The flyers, used for advertisement on
tour and when the company was in residence at City Center or another venue, advertise
performance dates, ticket sale times, and workshops.

Electronic records in this series are scanned clippings, 1989-1990.

Arranged alphabetically by file title. Electronic records are currently unavailable.

b. 249 f. 1-3 Advertising 1984-2007

Clippings
b. 249 f. 4-8 1940-1963

er. 0101 1960-1970
(26 computer files 83.38 kilobytes)

b. 250 f. 1-5 1963-1964
b. 251 f. 1-5 1964-1966
b. 252 f. 1-5 1965-1967
b. 253 f. 1-5 1967-1970
b. 254 f. 1-5 1969-1972
b. 255 f. 1-4 1971-1975
b. 312 f. 1-7 1973-1976
b. 256 f. 1-4 1976-1977
b. 257 f. 1-5 1976-1978
b. 258 f. 1-5 1978-1979
b. 259 f. 1-6 1979-1980
b. 260 f. 1-6 1980-1982
b. 261 f. 1-6 1982-1983
b. 262 f. 1-6 1983-1984
b. 263 f. 1-5 1984-1986
b. 313 f. 1-7 1985
b. 264 f. 1-6
b. 265 f. 1-6

1986-1987

b. 266 f. 1-6 1987-1989
b. 267 f. 1-6 1989-1990
b. 268 f. 1-6 1990-1992
b. 269 f. 1-8 1991-1993
b. 270 f. 1-6 1993-1994
b. 271 f. 1-7 1994-1996
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b. 316 f. 1-9 1995-1996

Clippings (cont.)
Series VII: Press and Publicity (cont.)

b. 272 f. 1-6 1997-1998
b. 273 f. 1-6 1997-1999
b. 274 f. 1-6 1999-2000
b. 275 f. 1-7 2000-2002
b. 276 f. 1-6 2001-2003
b. 277 f. 1-6 2002-2003
b. 278 f. 1-5 2003-2004
b. 279 f. 1-6 2004-2005
b. 280 f. 1-5 2005-2007
b. 281 f. 1-6 2007-2008
b. 282 f. 1-6 2008-2009

b. 314 f. 1 2009
b. 283 f. 1-6 2009-2010
b. 284 f. 1-5 2010-2012

b. 284 f. 6 Correspondence 1973-1986

b. 284 f. 7 E-Blasts 2007-2008

b. 285 f. 1-5 Flyers 1955-1969, undated

b. 285 f. 6
b. 286 f. 1

Legacy Plan 2009-2010

Magazines
b. 286 f. 2-6 Articles 1958-2008

b. 310 f. 4 Articles 1965-1970

b. 310 f. 5 Articles 1982-1994

b. 287 f. 1 Articles 2008-2011

Correspondence
b. 287 f. 2-3 1972-1986

b. 287 f. 4 Dance Ink 1993

b. 287 f. 5-6 Dance Magazine 1970-1993

b. 288 f. 1-2 Newsletters 1972-2008

Press Kits
b. 288 f. 3-8 2000-2008
b. 289 f. 1-3 2008-2012
b. 289 f. 4-7 Press Releases 1956-2011

b. 289 f. 8 Souvenir Book Design 1964
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