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Summary

Creator:  Tanner, Virginia, 1915-1979

Title:  Virginia Tanner papers

Date:  1959-1979

Size:  .21 linear feet (1 box)

Source:  Donated by Lisa Warenski, 1995.

Abstract:  Virginia Tanner was a dance educator and founder and director of the University of Utah
Children's Dance Theatre. The Virginia Tanner papers document Tanner's work teaching dance to
children from 1953 to 1979.

Conditions Governing Use:  The author/creator retains copyright of materials. For information on
obtaining permission to publish, contact the Dance Division at dance@nypl.org.

Preferred citation:  Virginia Tanner papers, (S) *MGZMD 387. Jerome Robbins Dance Division, The
New York Public Library.

Processing note:  Compiled by Kit Fluker, 2014

Creator History

Virginia Tanner was a dance educator. She was born in 1915 in Salt Lake City, and studied dance with
Doris Humphrey. She founded the Children's Dance Theatre at the University of Utah in 1949, and later
served as the director of the university's Creative Dance program. She lectured on dance education at
schools around the United States. Tanner continued to work with the Children's Dance Theatre until her
death in 1979.

Scope and Content Note

The Virginia Tanner papers document Tanner's work as a dance educator from 1953 to 1979. The
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papers date from 1959 to 1979, but include copies of earlier materials. The papers contain Tanner's
notes for lectures and for a workshop about teaching dance to children; clippings, programs, and
correspondence regarding the Children's Dance Theatre; and certificates and letters of recognition and
appreciation. All the materials are copies, with the exception of an original program and an original
news clipping.

Key Terms

Subjects
Dance -- Study and teaching -- United States

Occupations
Dance teachers

Names
Children's Dance Theatre (Salt Lake City, Utah)
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